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Northeast Frontier

Railway
shifts to bio-plastic on trains

The Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) has
become India’s first railway zone to shift to
compostable bio-plastic on trains. As a pilot
initiative, the NFR introduced a biodegradable
bag to distribute linen to passengers on Friday,
coinciding with the 79th Independence Day. The
ISO 17088-compliant bioplastic used as the
packaging material was developed at the Indian
Institute of Technology, Guwahati. Kapinjal
Kishore Sharma, NFR spokesperson, stated the
project involves distributing 40,000 bioplastic
bags across 25 trains originating from the railway
zone’s terminals in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Bengal, Bihar, Tripura, and West Bengal.

Northeast Frontier Railway
shifts to bio-plastic on trains

gl |iHid Yed A el A
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The Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR)
has become India’s first railway zone
to shift to compostable bio-plastic on
trains.
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As a pilot initiative, the NFR introduced a
biodegradable bag to distribute linen to
passengers on Friday, coinciding with the
79th Independence Day.
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The ISO 17088-compliant bioplastic
used as the packaging material was
developed at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Guwahati.
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Kapinjal Kishore Sharma, NFR spokesperson, stated the project involves

distributing 40,000 bioplastic bags across 25 trains originating from the railway
zone's terminals in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bengal, Bihar, Tripura, and West

Bengal.
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WHAT IS IT?

Vasudevan Mukunth

In an article published in the
journal BMJ Global Health on
August 5, researchers from the
American University of Beirut in
Lebanon coined a new word:
healthocide. The authors wrote
that the word captures a new,
extreme pattern of violence
against health systems that
routine talk of “attacks on
healthcare” does not capture.
Instead, they continued, today’s
deliberate, large-scale
destruction of whole health
ecosystems in conflict zones
such as Gaza needs to be called
healthocide.

If the word is applied to recent
wars, it could include a
coordinated strategy to kill
clinicians, bomb hospitals, block
ambulances, and dismantle
supply chains in order to erase a
population’s capacity for care.
According to the authors,
healthocide also frames these
acts as being akin to genocide,
i.e. the intentional destruction of
a collective good essential to life
and dignity, and thus demands
stronger legal protections.

The authors also state that
physicians and educators must
document violations, push
governments to enforce
international humanitarian law,
and to keep themselves from
being complicit in healthocides.

Israeli soldiers exit a tunnel underneath the European
Hospital in the Gaza Strip on June 5, 2025. REUTERS

In effect, by naming the phenomenon, the
authors have sought to galvanise the medical
community against the increasing
weaponisation of healthcare.

Not all experts are convinced a new word is
necessary. For example, Len Rubenstein, chair of
the group Safeguarding Health in Conflict
Coalition, told NPR he doesn’t think “it adds [to]
what we already understand about the sanctity
of health care and war.” On the other hand,
University of Greenwich global health expert
Amal Elamin said the word “reinforces the fact
that the targeted attacks on health care settings
and health workers is no longer an isolated
precedent.”
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Healthocide:
war against
healthcare
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Healthocide: A New
Term in Global

e Inan article
published in the
journal BMJ Global
Health on August 5,
researchers from the
American University
of Beirut in Lebanon
coined a new word:
healthocide.

BMJ Global Health
AT H 5 3R &I
YehIIRId Uh o H,
A9 & AR
gRaRid oife dod &
SMYHdraf = T a1
eg QT eSS |
e The authors wrote
that the word captures
a new, extreme pattern
of violence against

health systems that routine talk of “attacks on healthcare” does not capture.
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o Instead, they continued, today’s deliberate, large-scale destruction of whole health
ecosystems in conflict zones such as Gaza needs to be called healthocide.

SP TOI, 351 HET [ AT & AGHHR AR I8 T W Fu & o e & @

WA IR &3 o1 f33 FRNTES Hea Tty

o If the word is applied to recent wars, it could include a coordinated strategy to kill
clinicians, bomb hospitals, block ambulances, and dismantle supply chains in
order to erase a population’s capacity for care.
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o According to the authors, healthocide also frames these acts as being akin to
genocide, i.e., the intentional destruction of a collective good essential to life and
dignity, and thus demands stronger legal protections.

TED| & IR, TRIATES 37 B Bl FTANER & JAH 9 H Ud HRl &, AT
Sita SR TR & AT SiTaxgs ARIfe® I &1 e AR, 3R 39y
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e The authors also state that physicians and educators must document violations,
push governments to enforce international humanitarian law, and keep
themselves from being complicit in healthocides.

e I8 1t Fed ¢ o Fifrcrs SR Rrere 1 el &1 graraeiidor HAl
IR, TRPRI D SARRTER ATAIATETG BT AN PR b foIT qaira STl =g,
3R GG I FRITATSS H ST § 9 AP A1ig T

« In effect, by naming the phenomenon, the authors have sought to galvanise the
medical community against the increasing weaponisation of healthcare.

JRATAH FU H, T YT BT 711 IGHR, AWD| - gl g TRy JaT & gfUaRadt &
e FRafeeT Tger o Ses B &1 JaN foar 5|

¢ Not all experts are convinced a new word is necessary.

Tt fI=IvRT S 91 ¥ TgHd ol § [ 14T XMeg SHTIRID g |

e For example, Len Rubenstein, chair of the group Safeguarding Health in Conflict
Coaalition, told NPR he doesn’t think “it adds [to] what we already understand about
the sanctity of health care and war.”

JETEIT & AT, Len Rubenstein, ST ATBITIST 2} 1 BI-RIde DITIRI b TR
8, 7 NPR &I §am1 for 38 81 @Il o6 I8 eg AR Ted I IHY T TR SEHTA
3R gz o ufasran & S Fa1 ITEH <l g

e On the other hand, University of Greenwich global health expert Amal Elamin said
the word “reinforces the fact that the targeted attacks on health care settings and
health workers is no longer an isolated precedent.”

m GhT, University of Greenwich %mWﬁWAmal Elamin ﬁw%
g XMeG I8 a Holgd BT ¢ (o T S@UTe Afet 3R wared Hial w aféa
THA 3 3eAT-3(eTT IGTe -Tel &

18 08 2025 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Seven killed in cloudburst, landslide in Kathua
$G3IT H died Wed, YIa- H I1d 31 Hid

2. A Conservation Manual, Drafted by the Ordinary
Citizen

TP T&0T Ag3rd, Ford om AnTie A dur fean

3. How ‘Honour’ Killings in India are Reinforced and
Legitimised
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4. Serbia’s President vows ‘strong response’ after days

of unrest
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5. Polls open in Bolivia’s presidential election dominated

by the Right

Sf&uTdy & YUTa arelt dieitfaar @t gufa gama | qagH
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6. Unification of Syria cannot happen at the cost of
blood, says Sharaa as he slams Israel

AT BT THIHRU1 A Bt HHAd W 81 8l Thdl, IRTH

soRTSd @t fHgr &t

Lucky survivor Seven killed Seven killed
o= incloudburst, iy cloudburst,
landslide . .
in Kathua landslide in

s Press Trust of India

The fortunate one: An injured d:ild is carried away as troops search a village that was swamped by a cloudburst for survivors in Kathua,
Jammu and Kashmir, on Sunday. PTl

JAMMU

Seven people, including
five children, were killed in
a cloudburst and landslide
in Kathua district of Jam-
mu and Kashmir early on

" Sunday, officials said. Ca-

lamity struck Jodh Ghati
village in Rajbagh and Ba-

e gra village in Janglote after

heavy overnight rain, lead-
ing to an increase in the le-
vel of waterbodies and the
submerging of many low-
lying areas, officials said.
The cloudburst in Kathua
came three days after ash
oods triggered by a cloud-
burst struck Chisoti village.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 4

Jammu and Kashmir early on Sunday, officials said.

W 3R HRHR & Fge o # IR Jag TP d1ed WeA iR YFga- & 9

@i, o v s e §, 3t Jid 81 TR, siftreTial A $aT

Kathua
a3 | gIgd
, ¥
# ITa &t A
Seven people,
including five
children, were
killed in a
cloudburst and

landslide in
Kathua district of

e Calamity struck Jodh Ghati village in Rajbagh and Bagra village in Janglote after
heavy overnight rain, leading to an increase in the level of waterbodies and the
submerging of many low-lying areas, officials said.

ST A g1 o U} AR BT TR & TG ISERT & Y G T SR Sieire
& TR ITG H ATUST 311, O Sram=ral & wR & gfg g3 ok 33 fad garst &
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e The cloudburst in Kathua came three days after ash floods triggered by a cloudburst

struck Chisoti village.
Hg3T I I8 ITed BeT 39 9 g1 I« i 3 Ugd T 3R a1gd Bed
Y g # S a1 3 TS |

A conservatlon manual, drafted by the ordinary citizen

n his Independence Day addresses

delivered from the Red Fort, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi has been

exhorting fellow citizens to preserve the
memory of those who overthrew colonial rule.
Even as his reminders have been timely, his
tactics — enumerating a few freedom fighters’
names and including some of their words in his
speeches — are as well-worn as the Archaeological
Survey of India’s (ASD) approach to conserving the
nation’s built heritage. With a few exceptions, the
ASI has largely been content with selecting
monuments, isolating them, repairing them and
occasionally polishing them. Given the enormity
and complexity of India’s past and the risk of
large sections of it fading from our collective
consciousness, it is time to articulate a more
thoughtful and holistic approach to the
conservation of ASI monuments.

Acknowledging that the current frameworks
informing conservation are the result of certain
historical circumstances is important. Driven by a
conviction that edifices, if properly analysed, can
unlock histories of communities and thus allow
for governing them more effectively, colonial
officers located and catalogued pillars, rock-cut
caves, stupas, temples, mosques, citadels, water
reservoirs, and other edifices, promulgated
historical preservation laws, and prescribed
procedures for maintaining their structural
integrity. John Marshall’s Conservation Manual
(1923) advocated extensive repair of ancient
monuments and reshaping their immediate
surroundings into gardens.

Marshall’s handbook continues to inflect the
preservation of about 3,600 ASI sites, along with
new laws, amendments, and provisions of
international agreements. Notwithstanding these
efforts, field surveys, audit reports, and court
rulings establish that many protected monuments
are falling apart. Recommendations of a
conservation policy enunciated in 2014 are being
irregularly followed. Not surprisingly, the
government has begun to invite corporations to
adopt monuments.

A road map for conserving monuments
Studying the writings of modern India builders is
one way to begin articulating a new approach to
conserving monuments. Consider lessons
provided by Sarvodaya, Mahatma Gandhi’s
transcreation of a collection of essays by John
Ruskin, a Victorian art critic. His rendering
accentuated the art critic’s advocacy of improving
the social condition of all individuals irrespective
of their backgrounds, discussed the importance
of all vocations, and endorsed his admiration of
craftspersons and their labour, even as it
critiqued Ruskin’s valorisation of Britain’s
imperial ambitions. Might the lessons that Gandhi
learned and promoted inspire the ASI's new

-

l -

= -
Nachiket
Chanchani
is an Associate
Professorin the
Department of the
History of Art at the
University of
Michigan,
Ann Arbor, U.S.

There needs to
be a more
thoughtful and
holistic
approach to the
conservation of
the
Archaeological
Survey of
India’s
monuments

conservation manual to propose the following:
when an edifice is conserved not only is its
structural fabric to be tended, but the lives of all
those who live around it and visit it are to be
improved; and interpretive materials at an edifice
should enable visitors to appreciate its builders
sophistication, inventiveness, and resilience.

Conservation is a shared concern of
contemporary practitioners of diverse disciplines
including translators, health-care professionals,
wildlife biologists, mycologists, and economists.
By convening dialogues among and between
these experts at various venues, listening to how
they comprehend terms such as repair,
preservation, and restoration and observing how
audiences respond to them, the ASI can identify
more principles of their new conservation
manual.

Translators today are attentive to the style and
mood that the authors of source texts have sought
to nurture and are grasping how sentences are
formed and meanings generated in unalike
languages. They are recognising that
connotations change over time. Thus, their
outputs are intricate works in dialogical
relationships with assorted pasts, and not
obsequious reproductions of texts initially written
in other languages. Can such viewpoints inspire
the ASI conservation manual to recommend that
archaeologists acknowledge their distance
between the deep past and contemporary
moment and make their physical interventions of
a monument’s fabric clearer for visitors to
discern? Contemporary translators sophisticated
thinking of a particular language aptness to
render anew a certain text may also be used to
inform a clause in the new manual: that periodic
reviews be undertaken of the aptness of
preservation materials to ensure that they do not
harm historical fabrics.

Varied perspectives are important

Humans preserve themselves by saving
memories. Listening to divergent perspectives
allows memories to be exercised and sustains
their propagation. Such insights should inspire
the ASI to study how visitors are using protected
monuments today and craft conservation
principles thereafter. One way to do so would be
to offer visitors opportunities to participate in
open-ended conversations about their
experiences.

Wildlife biologists are also thinking about
protection. They reason that supporting a range
of interactions occurring among and between
sundry biotic and abiotic elements in an
ecosystem and exchanges between networks are
more efficacious strategies for restoring waning
populations than safeguarding individual
animals. Following this line of reasoning, might
the ASI conservation manual recommend that

archaeologists pay more attention to linkages
between monuments and water bodies, fields,
deserts, forests and settlements around them and
deliberate whether certain boundary walls may
be dismantled.

Mycologists have found that fungi are far from
unsettling sights. Fungi are powerful agents that
break down organic matter, form mutually
beneficial relationships with plants including
helping them access nutrients, cause diseases in
humans but also provide medicines, and help
produce food. Such discernments can stimulate
the ASI’s manual to encourage the conservation
of thousands of small, half-forgotten ancient
monuments strewn across the country. Old city
walls, cisterns, cenotaphs and dovecotes can
have multiple benefits for communities living
around them including securing neighbourhoods,
recharging ground water aquifers, bringing
visitors who might boost local economies,
providing habitats and creating public spaces.

Finally, contemporary economists’ findings
may also be generative. They have shown that
value is produced by how things work and not
just by their appearance. Following this dictum,
the conservation manual may propose that it is
more important for archaeologists to restore a
haveli’s natural ventilation systems than to
regularly repaint its facade. Emphasising a
particular resource’s scarcity is another way in
which value is created. Thus, further research
should be undertaken to advance our knowledge
of what makes ASI monuments sites of national
significance. The new knowledge be used to
justity larger budgets for their protection. The
economic concept of creative destruction as an
impetus for growth may also be utilised. For
example, it can guide the transformation of old
temples submerged in the reservoirs of large
dams into laboratories for developing and testing
technologies to document underwater sites and
forge innovative alliances between historians,
geologists and marine biologists.

The citizen’s role

In a country as diverse as ours, conservation’s
meaning and value are always going to be
positional and contested. Thus, all of us as
ordinary citizens can help shape a new
conservation manual by becoming more aware of
our own locations and actions. We can also assist
by further educating ourselves. Learning to read
the language of the stones that monuments are
built of, will allow us to listen to stories they tell
and amplify largely silenced voices. We will also
be able to glean builders’ biases and use
monuments as mirrors to confront our
prejudices. Ultimately acquiring such literacy will
empower us to discover India as a monument
without walls and preserve ourselves as we shape
anew future.
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A Conseryation Manual, Drafted by the Ordinary Citizen
TP GI&UT Ag3re, Ford oimA AR = aurR fean

Independence Day Addresses and ASI Conservation

TcFdl feaq & ey 3R AS| TRe

¢ In his Independence Day addresses delivered from the Red Fort, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been exhorting fellow citizens to preserve the memory of those
who overthrew colonial rule.
e fopar ¥ U U SuA Eqdadn feaw & Hateql O, gurasEt AR didy A ArRe!
wm%%émmﬁwﬁﬁ@aﬁﬁ%ﬁmwﬁm

I

e Even as his reminders have been timely, his tactics — enumerating a few freedom
fighters’ names and including some of their words in his speeches — are as well-
worn as the Archaeological Survey of India’s (ASI) approach to conserving the
nation’s built heritage.

T I TR TG WR §, I W] — & Iaardl 14t & 718 e
3R 31h Teai Bl ST+ UTUI H JTHE AT — mam%mﬂ%m
YRTAE AT (ASI) BT T T foRTed &1 WRiad a3 o1 adie|

o With a few exceptions, the ASI has largely been content with selecting monuments,
isolating them, repairing them and occasionally polishing them.
FS AYAIG] B! BISHR, ASI IR W Had TRB BT TTT B, I5 T B,
AR B 3R HH-HHR UTere 3 de €1 Iq¥ &1 2

e Given the enormity and complexity of India’s past and the risk of large sections of it
fading from our collective consciousness, it is time to articulate a more thoughtful and
holistic approach to the conservation of ASI monuments.

HRA & 3fclid ! fImerar iR Sifedrar aut 39 9 foxdl & g9R IHfed a1 9 fire
S & SR &1 36d gU, AS| TR & TREUN % forT U S1fies faareia sik wer
VDIV Pl TT T BT T 31 T 5|

o Acknowledging that the current frameworks informing conservation are the result of
certain historical circumstances is important.

g U1 Hgayul ¢ fob TREM01 oY gHIfAd S a1al I o 6 UfaeiRies
gRfRUfr &1 aivoms &

o Driven by a conviction that edifices, if properly analysed, can unlock histories of
communities and thus allow for governing them more effectively, colonial officers
located and catalogued pillars, rock-cut caves, stupas, temples, mosques,
citadels, water reservoirs, and other edifices, promulgated historical preservation
laws, and prescribed procedures for maintaining their structural integrity.
= fayr ¥ Ofkd & afe va=il &1 981 Rie ¥ faweiwor fosan Se af 4 9qerl &
SfIETT Pl ISR R Thd & 3R I 31D YT &1 I MR B BT AT & Thd
D! WD ST TIE @ DT Ufeharatt o i faan

e John Marshall’s Conservation Manual (1923) advocated extensive repair of
ancient monuments and reshaping their immediate surroundings into gardens.
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Marshall’s handbook continues to inflect the preservation of about 3,600 ASI sites,
along with new laws, amendments, and provisions of international agreements.
AR HT gog® 3@ off T 3,600 ASI RITT P TREUT B U FHRl &, WY &1 7T
BT, TR SR SIARTETT Gl B! UG & 9|

Notwithstanding these efforts, field surveys, audit reports, and court rulings
establish that many protected monuments are falling apart.

2 TN & dTavle, Wit Fde, sifse R ik =marea & fAvfa g8 wifig #ra
¢ & o2 WA WIR® e w B

Recommendations of a conservation policy enunciated in 2014 are being
irregularly followed.

2014 ¥ UIfNd T TRefor ifa o1 ReiRe &1 siafid =0 3§ ureH f5ar o @1 8|

Not surprisingly, the government has begun to invite corporations to adopt
monuments.

wa%a%wﬁ,w&ﬁmﬂﬁﬁsmﬁ%mﬁmﬁﬁ&nﬁﬁamw
IR |

A Road Map for Conserving Monuments

WR®! & T & e A 7Y

Studying the writings of modern India builders is one way to begin articulating a
new approach to conserving monuments.

AYFAP YR Fatars ot JT1sil &1 3T WRSI & A& & fore U e BHiv oI
W FH3A BT TH WD ¢

Consider lessons provided by Sarvodaya, Mahatma Gandhi’s transcreation of a
collection of essays by John Ruskin, a Victorian art critic.

Taled ¥ e ara Urdl W faaR &<, geret Tt gR1 S vafe, & faaeiRa sar
gHierh & fHsitl & YU DT 3gda|

His rendering accentuated the art critic’s advocacy of improving the social condition
of all individuals irrespective of their backgrounds, discussed the importance of all
vocations, and endorsed his admiration of craftspersons and their labour, even as it
critiqued Ruskin’s valorisation of Britain’s imperial ambitions.

3D 3AIG - Bl THigd Bt gl Afdaadl o Ao RS GURA & awed oI

IR e, gt STaarl & Hed IR Il B, 3R PRIRI 3R I 47 BI 37!

?ﬁwm,mﬁ%ﬁmmmﬁﬁwm
|

Might the lessons that Gandhi learned and promoted inspire the ASI’s new
conservation manual to propose the following: when an edifice is conserved not only
is its structural fabric to be tended, but the lives of all those who live around it and
visit it are to be improved; and interpretive materials at an edifice should enable
visitors to appreciate its builders’ sophistication, inventiveness, and resilience.

1 el A S ure WY 3R U= fhT, I ASI P T TREUT A3 Pl T8 AT B
& foQ ORd R qohd §: O1d Pig Y- IRFer foran SIran g, o had IUHT WIA-THSD
ST 31 -To| Sfe IUD MU Xg 3R 3 a1 Tt @l &7 Sfia= JURT ST 31fgG;
3R YT R ATSITHS AT D! &I 39d FHdIst & gerd, FaeR iR
GEINESREESE R LS ey

Conservation is a shared concern of contemporary practitioners of diverse disciplines
including translators, health-care professionals, wildlife biologists, mycologists,
and economists.
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e By convening dialogues among and between these experts at various venues,
listening to how they comprehend terms such as repair, preservation, and
restoration and observing how audiences respond to them, the ASI can identify
more principles of their new conservation manual.
faftrs well 1R 3 foRivzll o did HdTe oI dHrab, T8 11 fob d AR, EREIUT,
3R FARITU O W) ) HY T § 3R T8 8T b a2fs 39 W 9 ufaferar 3a
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o Translators today are attentive to the style and mood that the authors of source
texts have sought to nurture and are grasping how sentences are formed and
meanings generated in unalike languages.

3Tt & 39 At 3R I8 W &M <d ¢ ol Fid T4t & s 3 itd e
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e They are recognising that connotations change over time.
d Ig UgTH e & [ oY 3R Hrard v & 1Y deed 3

e Thus, their outputs are intricate works in dialogical relationships with assorted pasts,
and not obsequious reproductions of texts initially written in other languages.

U UBR, Id TG A Sfciidl & A1y Adgiete dae § Jfed & 6, 3R 9d
=Y I 37 HTwreit H ford T4 el & S ge e el

e Can such viewpoints inspire the ASI conservation manual to recommend that
archaeologists acknowledge their distance between the deep past and
contemporary moment and make their physical interventions of a monument’s fabric
clearer for visitors to discern?

7 T DB AS| TReU1 A3 o U8 B 33 & o I o= I § %
WRIAAIAG 3T e AT SR THDBTAIA &01 P Iid g3l Pl WIHR B AR FRS B
AT 7 3+ HIfdd S8 I SIgH! & o TF FA?

o Contemporary translators’ sophisticated thinking of a particular language aptness to
render anew a certain text may also be used to inform a clause in the new manual:
that periodic reviews be undertaken of the aptness of preservation materials to
ensure that they do not harm historical fabrics.

DT faTGd] o fhdl fa=y HreT ot Sugaddar & ufd uRspad I et Afga

7Y 1 T RR § TR A & 17Q T Ag3ret § T Wray gieid B & forg +f Iugh
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Varied Perspectives Are Important

fafay e Aeayf &

e Humans preserve themselves by saving memories.
T Q3 Pl FAN § TG JRFad B |

e Listening to divergent perspectives allows memories to be exercised and sustains
their propagation.
fafirsr = PHIv & A7 T T1e Tfohd gl § SR ST IR &1 38T ¢ |

e Such insights should inspire the ASI to study how visitors are using protected
monuments today and craft conservation principles thereafter.

T Siae® A ASI B! UM fFret nfeu 5 3 sieqa &3 b 37l Wfera TRS! &1
I HY B1 /T 8 3R TS dlg T&0T Rigid TaR &Y

e One way to do so would be to offer visitors opportunities to participate in open-
ended conversations about their experiences.
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+ Wildlife biologists are also thinking about protection.
FIoN SitafagT Hf wReor &% IR & 9 3@ 7

e They reason that supporting a range of interactions among and between sundry
biotic and abiotic elements in an ecosystem and exchanges between networks are
more efficacious strategies for restoring waning populations than safeguarding
individual animals.
DT q g T gpiered | fafia sifaa ofk sriifaa awl & o9 g arah fearsit
3R qdh| & SMEH-UeH &I THUA ST, G STHaR! b GRET ¥ e guTat
U B

¢ Following this line of reasoning, might the ASI conservation manual recommend
that archaeologists pay more attention to linkages between monuments and water
bodies, fields, deserts, forests, and settlements around them and deliberate
whether certain boundary walls may be dismantled.
S T BT UIeH B gU, T ASI TRETOT A3 I8 RIBINE HR Fohell © [
RIAEATISH B TRDI 3R I AU & STar=ral, Wi, IR, a41 3R
Tt 3 i e TR sifiie e 3T AT 3R U8 R @ e oo
HrefRren §aR drs <t ol

e Mycologists have found that fungi are far from unsettling sights.

= OrT o tft URRIM A a1 €4 61 6

o Fungi are powerful agents that break down organic matter, form mutually beneficial
relationships with plants including helping them access nutrients, cause diseases
in humans but also provide medicines, and help produce food.
U} TifeRTRITel Toie € S Saw uqrd @1 disd &, Wl & I TR THBRT Hey
14 &, 3% Ui dedl b Uga H Hag HRd o, AIal H SHTRAT 0 B Ibd &
Af gaTt off UeM &vd §, SR WIS 36 § Aeg Hvd g |

e Such discernments can stimulate the ASI’s manual to encourage the conservation
of thousands of small, half-forgotten ancient monuments strewn across the country.

A SR ASI F BFSrd ) IR F< T & 3 377 1R T ek gk} B, 3Md-yel
T YT TIRPT & HRET I Me1ed B |

o Old city walls, cisterns, cenotaphs, and dovecotes can have multiple benefits for
communities living around them including securing neighbourhoods, recharging
groundwater aquifers, bringing visitors who might boost local economies,
providing habltats and creating public spaces.

A WEd AR, efbai, WR®, 3R FLEREN I U 5 I8 Tgerdi &
T 2 T T R T B, @r@m@vaﬁw&n YOI STETRIAT BT JAHRUT, SR
DI BT FHRAT ol RIFIT SHSTTRIT B FG1a1 & Tohdl &, AT UG BT, 3R
GICEIRERI BRI

o Contemporary economists’ findings may also be generative.
ST SRR & Ay 1t orriTeT® 8 I&d o

e They have shown that value is produced by how things work and not just by their
appearance.
5 @ & b e 59 91 I S Bidl § 1o diol hdl BTH Bl § IR Phad
I feama 4 &1

e Following this dictum, the conservation manual may propose that it is more
important for archaeologists to restore a haveli’s natural ventilation systems than
to regularly repaint its fagade.
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Emphasising a particular resource’s scarcity is another way in which value is
created.

forelt faRiy TaTed ot it R IR S & ST B BT U 3R il 6|

Further research should be undertaken to advance knowledge of what makes ASI
monuments sites of national significance.

31T FTE YT fobgT ST =R T s Tg FHE S Heb fob T <ol ASI TR Dl AP
e & A ST & |

The new knowledge can be used to justify larger budgets for their protection.

ngwﬂwﬁﬁw%%ua@mﬁaﬁﬁwwmﬁmww
|

The economic concept of creative destruction as an impetus for growth may also
be utilised.

GoATHS AT o1 31 SauRun &l faw & IAR® & wg & Ht IuanT fovar o
Tl g

For example, it can guide the transformation of old temples submerged in
reservoirs of large dams into laboratories for developing and testing technologies
to document underwater sites and forge innovative alliances between historians,
geologists, and marine biologists.

JCTERUN & oL, I8 R /iR & i 7S giel & SFTarwml & g9 8, 3¢ e §
G BT ANIGRM IR Al g, Al TaHT RI| I XA PR & (Y dd-iids
R AR Tlermr 3 o T 3R sRereR, YaTTRe), ok aud shafige &
S A AN T3S ST Sff Hob |

The Citizen’s Role

AR 61 Yfiren

In a country as diverse as ours, conservation’s meaning and value are always
going to be positional and contested.

AR o o fafay <=1 , Tiveror &1 ordf 3k gea ga=n fRUfA smenlka ok fdarerag
&l

All of us as ordinary citizens can help shape a new conservation manual by
becoming more aware of our own locations and actions.

&9 Wt 3 AIR® & T § 30! fRufer 3k wrat & Uit S1fies Sied giax T
TREJUT A3 B! ATHR 3 A AeE B IHhd ¢ |

We can also assist by further educating ourselves.

T W B R 3 Rifard b it Aag R Iahd &

Learning to read the language of the stones that monuments are built of, will allow
us to listen to stories they tell and am%hfy largely sﬂenced voices.

g YR o o TRRT ¥ TR & § 37! HINT 5l U] §ITY, BH S! el
G 3R T TG Y HIH X8 T8 AT Bl S Bi ST G|

We will also be able to glean builders’ biases and use monuments as mirrors to
confront our prejudices.

&4 fAmfare &t verarayef ygfrat o ff gug oen &R o= yatugt &1 w5
¥ foI WIRS! BT ITTNT U Bt RE HR IHhd ] |

Ultimately, acquiring such literacy will empower us to discover India as a
monument without walls and preserve ourselves as we shape a new future.
3{ddt:, 3 UDHR B HIGRET U $HRA1 g1 HRd P {91 IR a1e1 RS & = o
GoH 3R T8 yfasg &1 A7 SRd THT Ge &1 RI&T T8 B Wfad G|
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Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)

o The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is the premier organization for archaeological
research and conservation of cultural monuments in India.

o Functions under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

o Established: 1861 by Alexander Cunningham (first Director-General).

o Pre-1861: Antiquarian studies by British officials (James Prinsep, etc.).

e 1861: ASI founded through a resolution of the British Indian Government.

e 1902: Lord Curzon revived ASI; John Marshall appointed as Director-General, who initiated
scientific conservation.

e 1947 onwards: ASI reorganized to suit independent India’s needs; expanded role in excavation,
preservation, and research.

Functions of ASI

1. Archaeological Excavation & Exploration
o Systematic excavation of ancient sites (Harappa, Mohenjo-daro, Dholavira, Lothal, etc.).
o Survey for undiscovered sites and monuments.
2. Conservation of Monuments
o Protects monuments and sites of national importance.
o As of now, around 3,700 monuments and sites are protected under ASI.
3. Administration of Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act
(AMASR), 1958
o Declares monuments as “protected”.
o Regulates construction within a certain radius of heritage sites.
4. Museum Management
o Runs 50+ site museums near major monuments (e.g., Sarnath, Nalanda, Konark).
5. Epigraphy & Numismatics
o Maintains Epigraphy Branch (Nagpur, Mysore).
o Studies inscriptions, coins, ancient scripts (Brahmi, Kharosthi, etc.).
6. International Cooperation
o Provides technical assistance to Nepal, Afghanistan, Cambodia, Myanmar etc., in
conservation.
7. Publication & Research
o Publishes Indian Archaeology — A Review, annual reports, and excavation reports.

Structure of ASI

e Director-General: Head of ASI.
e Divided into 24 Circles across India (regional offices).
e Specialized branches:

o Excavation Branch

o Science Branch (conservation labs)

o Epigraphy & Numismatics

o Horticulture Branch (monument landscaping)
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Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1904 (Curzon era).

Key Legal Framework

AMASR Act, 1958 — Provides protection & regulation.

AMASR Amendment, 2010 — Prohibits construction within 100m of protected monuments
(Prohibited Area), regulates within 200m (Regulated Area).

FULL CONTEXT

Cruel intentions: Villagers gamer in large numbers in front of the residence of caste kulmg victim C. Kavin

8 in

district on August 1. RAJESH. N

How ‘honour’ killings in Indla are
reinforced and legitimised

States like Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Maharashtra, and Kerala — where Dalit communities have seen relatively greater empowerment — record higher
rates of inter-caste marriages. Ironically, these are also the States with increased incidents of honour Killings

Sivabalan Elangovan

aste in India is not an individual
prohlem —itis a deeply rooted
ial

families, that challenge is intolerable.
States like Tamil Nadu, Telangana,

Maharashtra, and Kerala — where Dalit

communities have seen relatively greater

socis Caste

survives and thrives not just
because individuals insist on it, but
because families, communities, and entire
social structures continue to enforce and
legitimise it, knowingly or otherwise.

At the heart of this caste endurance lie
social customs passed down and
protected within households. Children
grow up internalising boundaries - who
to talk to, who to marry, who to avoid —
long before they can even articulate why.
As a result, the caste system remains one
of the most resilient social frameworks in
India.

‘Honour’ killings

One of the biggest threats to the rigidity of
caste has been social justice
interventions. When marginalised
communities, particularly Dalits, gain
access to quality education and secure
meaningful employment, it opens the
gates for their integration into
mainstream society. With that, a
foundational shift begins. No longer
confined to the margins, the oppressed
now begin to interact with caste-Hindu
society on an equal footing —
workplaces, colleges, cities, and most
importantly, in relationships. This has
created a new frontier of social tension:
romantic unions that cross caste lines,
especially those involving Dalit men and
dominant caste women. These unions
represent not just love or rebellion but a
direct challenge to centuries-old caste
hierarchies. And for many conservative
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p ‘ment — also record higher rates
of inter-caste marriages. According to the
India Human Development Survey
(IHDS-ID), the national rate of inter-caste
marriages stands at around 5%, but States
with empowered Dalit populations show
higher numbers. Ironically, these are also
the States with increased incidents of
honour killings.

This paradox reveals a disturbing truth:
honour killings occur not where casteism
is strongest, but where it is most
threatened. In States where the oppressed
still maintain their “status quo,” violence
is less — not because casteism is absent,
but because it remains unchallenged.
Thus, caste-based violence is not a sign of
persistent hierarchy alone, but of
hierarchy under siege.

Tamil Nadw’s caste paradox

When caste killings happen, democratic
voices among the public are strong in
Tamil Nadu as the State boasts a strong
and vibrant civil society. At the same
time, caste is glorified on social media.
Due to the anonymity such platforms
offer, some accounts go so far as to
defend caste killings.

How do we understand this paradox?
Perhaps in Tamil Nadu, while people
possess a collective consciousness against
casteism, shaped by decades of social
Jjustice politics, individual attitudes may
not always align in the same way. The
State’s anti-caste culture is collectively
progressive but individually conflicted. In
public, caste violence is rejected but in

private conversations, WhatsApp groups,
and through anonymous posts, caste
continues to dictate social preferences,
marriage alliances, and “honourable
behaviour”

This paradox does not mean that Tamil
Nadu’s anti-caste movement is a failure. It
means that one is living in a liminal space
— between tradition and transformation.
What we see on social media is not just
caste pride, it’s also the fear of losing
inherited power and the anxiety of
cultural change.

On family and caste

There’s a popular belief that the caste
system survives mainly because of
political parties or caste-based
organisations. While these certainly
reinforce caste divisions in the public
sphere, they are not the roots of the
system. Caste survives because it is
protected and transmitted within the
family. Through everyday customs,
rituals, marriage arrangements, social
expectations, and inherited prejudices,
caste becomes part of a child’s
consciousness long before they can
question it. This is why caste has
remained transgenerational, even in the
face of rising education, urbanisation and
exposure to new ideas.

However, the psychological and
cultural importance of the ‘family’ itself is
changing, especially among adolescents.
Around the world, particularly in
countries like South Korea and Japan, we
are seeing dramatic shifts: marriage rates
are falling, fertility rates are at historic
lows, and the traditional family unit is
losing its central place in people’s lives.
Instead, new models of relationship —
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open parterships, cohabitation, single
living, and self-parenting — are emerging.

India’s urban youth are slowly
reflecting this trend too. Many
adolescents today are increasingly
prioritising individual growth, emotional
well-being, and autonomy over traditional
family obligations. As the value of the
family unit weakens, so too does the
primary mechanism through which caste
is enforced and reproduced.

In other words, if the family becomes
less central in shaping relationships and
social norms, caste may lose its strongest
and oldest vehicle of survival. This
doesn’t mean that caste will disappear
overnight. But it suggests that the cultural
infrastructure that sustains it is slowly
being dismantled — not by revolution, but
by changing lifestyles, shifting emotional
priorities, and evolution of the self.

Caste in India is at crossroads. On one
hand, we see violent reactions and online
glorification. On the other, we witness
strong democratic voices against honour
killings and a new generation slowly
withdrawing from social values. Tamil
Nadu symbolises this contradiction in its
most vivid form — a State where both the
loudest resistance to casteism and the
quietest internal caste pride coexist. But it
also offers hope: if this contradiction is
acknowledged, addressed, and
challenged, especially through
engagement and digital
counter-narratives, we may finally move
toward a society where caste loses its grip
not only on our systems, but on our
hearts and minds.

Sivabalan Elangovan is Professor and
Head, Dept of Psychiatry, Dr MGR
Educational and Research Institute.
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How ‘Honour’ Killings in India are Reinforced and
Legitimised

R # TR g1 $4 Aolqd 3R Iy gt @

States like Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Maharashtra, and Kerala — where Dalit
communities have seen relatively greater empowerment — record higher rates of
inter-caste marriages.

AETg, AT, HERTY, 3R I O I — STE1 Sferd THgrl &1 siiendpd

3T TRITRIBROT I & — 7 SfaeiTe fraTe 39 R 3ifiieh ol 1 el 2|
Ironically, these are also the States with increased incidents of honour killings.

faSa g% g % 3 98t 9 € STeT W 8T &1 g 96l gs o

Caste in India

YR | Ifd

Caste in India is not an individual problem — it is a deeply rooted social
phenomenon.

YRT H SI1fd ad SRR GHRIT To1 § — I8 U TR | Afed HIHTSS ¥eT 5 |
Caste survives and thrives not just because individuals insist on it, but because
families, communities, and entire social structures continue to enforce and
legitimise it, knowingly or otherwise.

ST et SR 8 a1 e b oafad 59 Ta B, sfer i aRaR, WHerd ok
TR AHINS i 3 THGHR I 3T H AR 3R 94 §1d 384 ] |

At the heart of this caste endurance lie social customs passed down and protected
within households. ]

S NI &1 TSl & T & ATHIG YT &, S oI & Uigl-a=-uigh WRfga oik st
&l B

Children grow up internalising boundaries — who to talk to, who to marry, who to
avoid — long before they can even articulate why.

I 931 39 J g1 FAeil B T HR A & — fPad 919 HA1 8, foread =t
P B, fPA e & — T2 Ugd b 3 SR gHem I |

As a result, the caste system remains one of the most resilient social frameworks
in India.

w,mﬁrm”mﬁmmmwmﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁ
|

‘Honour’ Killings

HHT' gTg

One of the biggest threats to the rigidity of caste has been social justice
interventions.

STl B HBRAT & oY Je oSt Al § ¥ Uep ATHTRTS T §¥8Y &1 2|
When marginalised communities, particularly Dalits, gain access to quality
education and secure meaningful employment, it opens the gates for their
integration into mainstream society.

9 BRI R T8 a1a Y&, fagiva gferd, urarguf fRrem sik arde A
T R B, aags%g@umﬁqaﬁw%m AR ST B

With that, a foundational shift begins. No longer confined to the margins, the
oppressed begin to interact with caste-Hindu society on an equal footing — in
workplaces, colleges, cities, and most importantly, in relationships.

TS 1Y € U AYH 95019 L& 811 3| 34d BRI W =Y, afces dfega g
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YfireT # S1fa-fég TuT & Y 1A T IR § — DTIRITN, Dras, e, 3R
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This has created a new frontier of social tension: romantic unions that cross
caste lines, especially those involvm%allt men and dominant caste women.

I TH T UHR BT ATHTRTS d-1d Uel fha1 §: wifa dareit &1 urR - ara
JAuifesd e, faRve Sferd o iR yuTasmelt sifa Y afgemt i €|
These unions represent not just love or rebellion but a direct challenge to
centuries-old caste hierarchies.

ﬁﬁﬁg%aﬁwmﬁﬁgﬁaﬁaﬁﬁ%ﬁm@mﬁﬁwmﬁ%%q;ﬁw
g=i|ai| I

For many conservative families, that challenge is intolerable.

B3 TREUTET! URER) & 1Y 78 THId! SrEg B

States like Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Maharashtra, and Kerala — where Dalit
communities have seen relatively greater empowerment — also record higher
rates of inter-caste marriages.

T T7 O AT, e, WERTY SR HRd — ST gferd THarl A Sfuamsd
SifiIeh TRV 21 & — T SRy faare) &1 o2 of 3ifip 2

According to the India Human Development Survey (IHDS-Il), the national rate of
inter-caste marriages stands at around 5%, but States with empowered Dalit
populations show higher numbers.

$fsaT ggH STeUde ¥d (IHDS-I) & 3MER, JaRwITdIg faaret &t AP & ATHT
5% G, Wmmmwm 3R T fewrd
Ironically, these are also the States with increased incidents of honour killings.

faSs g ® 3 3 Tou gvITH goareit oF 91 g3 Teeh ara o €1

This paradox reveals a disturbing truth: honour killings occur not where casteism is
strongest, but where it is most threatened.

g faRIUTHTY Uep IS HeaTs I GRicl 5: WHIT GeUTS d6] BIdl § ofg! Sfiiaarg
Y ToIqd ol &, Sicth ole] U8 9ad s @aX H g

In States where the oppressed still maintain their “status quo”, violence is less —
not because casteism is absent, but because it remains unchallenged.

3 1 et e ndt ot 3o “FRIRY quo” §IT TE B, e pH Bl ¥ — e
3T et 6 SfeaTe 81 §, Sfew sufi 6 e sifdafRma Bt 8l

Thus, caste-based violence is not a sign of persistent hierarchy alone, but of
hierarchy under siege.

Y UHR, ATfd-SMeTR &1 Had TR g aTel! UGTshH &1 Yohd el 8, e T8
UGTIshH R THe &1 Yohd g

Tamil Nadu’s Caste Paradox

aftrarg @t eifa ARty

When caste killings happen, democratic voices among the public are strong in
Tamil Nadu as the State boasts a strong and vibrant civil society.

S SIIfel g1 Bl 8, 9 ST H AepaiAe® HTaret aieTg & Hoied gidl § Fifes
I T Aolgd SR Sitdd fyfae aramgdt e 71

At the same time, caste is glorified on social media.

4T T, Sifd & AiRe Hifear R AfgarHtsd fear s g

Due to the anonymity such platforms offer, some accounts go so far as to defend
caste killings.

T WeWIH B TR & HRUI, TS MBS ST gedT3l &1 9919 dF IR od ol
Perhaps in Tamil Nadu, while people possess a collective consciousness against
casteism, shaped by decades of social justice politics, individual attitudes may not
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always align in the same way.

MIE TG H, STa a1 Siifdare & R Ifed T I9d ©, ol a2Idh] &
wmmmmﬁrﬁaﬁ’r% HAfFRTd =D AR I IS B el @i |
The State’s anti-caste culture is collectively progressive but individually conflicted.

;@ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁh%ﬂém@a%%mwﬁw
|

In public, caste violence is rejected but in private conversations, WhatsApp
groups, and through anonymous posts, caste continues to dictate social
preferences, marrlage alliances, and “honourable behaviour.”

grasiae T4 I mﬁrﬁm&@w\faﬁwﬁ%aﬁﬁsﬁamﬂaam , 3R
mmuﬁw%mwn@mﬁr 3t +ft wrTfore Uyt dran, ﬁmmsﬁreﬁ?
T aER” $ T FRa R

This paradox does not mean that Tamil Nadu’s anti-caste movement is a failure.
Tg TRy a8 =gt exifar i aftremrg &t snfafaRieh sigie srowa g |

It means that one is living in a liminal space — between tradition and
transformation.

BT AT & f anT Ue TspHurid fRAUF (liminal space) & 38 I8 § — TRWRT 3R
gRadd & o5 |

What we see on social media is not just caste pride, it's also the fear of losing
inherited power and the anxiety of cultural change.

S gH e Hifew W T 3, 98 Rt sifa e T2t 7, sfes a8 dxmgea wfed @
BT S 3R APpiad ufkad= &1 i i g

On Family and Caste
IRER 3R S1fd W)

There’s a popular belief that the caste system survives mainly because of political

parties or caste-based organisations.

T Ao U fayT & fob SITfel STawT 7 U I SHATY &+t @il & Hifeh A

wiféar a1 wfar ST e 39 §91Y 39 |

While these certainly reinforce caste divisions in the public sphere, they are not the
roots of the system.

%ﬁ'?ﬁﬁ@ﬁwﬁméﬁ%aﬁﬁmﬁrﬁmaﬁwq\d H §, T TG DI TS
|

Caste survives because it is protected and transmitted within the family.

wiifd o+t Tgdt & i a8 uRaR & Hidk Wit @ & iR sxaiaid gidt 21

Through everyday customs, rituals, marriage arrangements, social expectations,

and inherited prejudices, caste becomes part of a child’s consciousness long

before they can question it.

IRl & wRRTeH, SETY, faaTe suawT, o srdemsn ok favmra o fireht

%ggfuﬁéﬁmm@r, WY §= 1 AT BT fG¥1 o7 Sl § S99 U5 b d 39 Jard e
I

This is why caste has remained transgenerational, even in the face of rising
education, urbanisation, and exposure to new ideas.

I8! BRI ¢ o ofa Sfavdidl a=it 3gdl 8, Wl & e, rgdievor ok e faari &
Tus & 3G 7l

However, the psychological and cultural importance of the family itself is changing,
especially among adolescents.

BTdtifes, TRER &1 AHR SR TP I% Hed W dad Y81 8, TSR [BRIRT A
Around the world, particularly in countries like South Korea and Japan, we are
seeing dramatic shifts: marriage rates are falling, fertility rates are at historic lows,
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and the traditional family unit is Iosmg its central place in people’s lives.

S R T, faRe aféror Sifvar 3ik S S 33 H, 89 s g 9eud o ] &
faaTg &R He I8 7, U &R UfaeTRie 1 TR R g, SiR URuUR® uRar @18 art
& Sffa & ST BT = @ E R

Instead, new models of relationship — open partnerships, cohabitation, single
living, and self-parenting — are emerging.

3P T, U HeY Hisd — Gl AISIGR], Ugard, Thd siiad, 3 STeH-uhor —
IR &

India’s urban youth are slowly reflecting this trend too.
YR & et gar +ft eR-¢fRk = ugfy &1 ufaffad & ) |l

Many adolescents today are increasingly prioritising individual growth, emotional
well-being, and autonomy over traditional family obligations.

3T & Py [HIUR TRURS ufkaiive fomieifval o ga-n & aafeara faem,
YIGATHSD HATS 3R Tl & Uifieddr ¢ | 8

As the value of the family unit weakens, so too does the primary mechanism
through which caste is enforced and reproduced.

SRI-oN URAR §HTS &1 Jed HHOIR §idl &, a9-a9 98 g A1ed ot FAGR gl @
o A1y 9§ wTfa ] 3R gAaiad gidl g

In other words, if the family becomes less central in shaping relationships and
social norms, caste may lose its strongest and oldest vehicle of survival.

T Yea! H, afe ufvar e 3k |rTioe rds! & SHR o § HH Hard gl
ST 8, a STTfel 39T ek Holgd 3R QR $1fdied a1g- @l qabeil g |

This doesn’'t mean that caste will dlsappear overnight.

ST AAds I8 el ¢ & Sifel ueb 31 o T 8 S

But it suggests that the cultural infrastructure that sustains it is slowly being
dismantled — not by revolution, but by changing lifestyles, shifting emotional
priorities, and evolution of the self.

AfT T8 Tohd Bl & [ 3 SN @ aTel "igpia® erar 4R-8R ge @18 — Hifd
ERT 71g], dfew SiiaRiell § dedrd, HTaATHS TdfiFarst # aeard, iR 3T
faer grIl

Caste in India is at crossroads.

YRd # wifd T A1s W 3|

On one hand, we see violent reactions and online glorification.

T R, §H fee rafdams ok aifTeres ufeunisd o 2|

On the other, we witness strong democratic voices against honour killings and a
new generation slowly withdrawing from social values.

IR R, TH T g1l & RIATs Hoigd addii® mars 3R 73 Uidl &1 ¢Rk-
IR I geat ¥ 1Y ged gu eud B

Tamil Nadu symbolises this contradiction in its most vivid form — a State where both
the loudest resistance to casteism and the quietest internal caste pride coexist.

ARAATg 3 fARIUTHRT &1 Ja Siidd T STdT § — T U1 T e Srfaarg &
fRaaTe Jed SRER UfaRIY 3R Jad id siidlke sifa T4 Te-sifia 35 g |

But it also offers hope: if this contradiction is acknowledged, addressed, and
challenged, especially through engagement and digital counter-narratives, we
may finally move toward a society where caste loses its grip not only on our
systems, but on our hearts and minds.

AT Tg 3 4 ST 7: TS 39 fRIemyrg &) TR fhar Se, g fear &g, 3k
ajﬁ?ﬁa%rrq faRveR Afepg URiTRY SR feforea ufamyurel & waw 9, G gq
3idd: T Y THIS &1 3R §¢ Thd & ol Sifd ST fAEor 7 oot gAR Ried |R,
IF R e ok RErFT R R | T
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Serbia’s President vows ‘strong
response’ after days of unrest

Serbia’s President vows
‘strong response’ after days
of unrest

wfdar & ryufa A smnifa &
&l & 91 ‘Ps waT B
Y @15

Serbia’s President Aleksandar Vucic on Sunday vowed a “strong” e Serbia’s President Aleksandar Vucic

response to anti-government protests, after nearly a week of on Sunday vowed a “strong” response to
clashes involving his supporters, police and demonstrators. Clashes anti-government protests, after nearly a

have erupted in the capital, Belgrade, and other cities for five nights week of clashes involving his supporters
in a row, with fireworks, stun grenades and tear gas used. AFP police and demonstrators.

fdar & IAPUld Tadde? g A faaR &
WHR e v & s ‘e Ja1d & HUH Wls, TIHT U6 8% d% dad
THEl F TE o 3% gH®, gierd 3R UexHert e 3|
e Clashes have erupted in the capital, Belgrade, and other cities for five nights in a
row, with fireworks, stun grenades and tear gas used.

YS 3R Y Y o7 SXTe far |

“ﬁ"‘z N — Polls open in Bolivia’s presidential
Polls open in Bolivias presidential o0 ction dominated by the Right

election dominated by the Right Zfeordy ¥ guHTa arelt aehfaaT

e Polls opened on Sunday in Bolivia’s presidential and
congressional elections marked by the absence of
former leftist President Evo Morales — barred from

running.
Yol ! i AR &1 Sefaar & wyafa 3R Wudr gAmE § FaaH
A ‘GSEMapping . ... ] %E gaﬂ\—yﬁuja ! q%ﬁ sdl.lilllélilaﬁe’ljmiﬂ EIQ
Polls opened on Sunday in Bolivia’s presidential and congressional I al%a Y — IGI'% W - ﬁ QIEIGI aa m T Tl
elections marked by the absence of former leftist President Evo ; ; :
Morales — barred from running. Leading the race are conservatives * Le_admg the_race are conservatives samu_el Doria OO
Samuel Doria Medina, a business magnate, and Jorge Quiroga, a Medlna: a business magnate, and Jorge QUIroga, a
former President, but neither has more than 30% support. REUTERS former President, but neither has more than 30% \_|cu
support. &
a

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 997193248
Website : patrioticias.in ey



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

O]

e

patrofic (

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

arg # ofml ¢ Tfaumdt Aqsrer S AfeT, T e, iR Sifel #gRI, U gd

Tpufa, Afet fareht o1 ot 30% & oiftres Fad= TE 7

Unification of Syria cannot happen at the
cost of blood says Sharaa as he slams Israel

-GS I: Mapplng

DAMASCUS

Syrian President Ahmed al-
Sharaa [Muhammad al-Jo-
lani] has said the battle to
unify his country after
years of civil war “should
not be with blood”, reject-
ing any partition and ac-
cusing Israel of meddling
in the south.

His remarks, released
by state TV on Sunday,
came as hundreds demon-
strated in south Syria’s
Sweida province, denounc-
ing sectarian violence last
month and calling for the
right to self-determination
for the Druze-majority
province.

Syria’s Sweida province saw clashes in July involving Druze fighters,
Sunni Bedouin, government forces and Israeli troops. REUTERS

“We still have another
battle ahead of us to unify
Syria, and it should not be
with blood and military
force... it should be

through some kind of un-
derstanding because Syria
is tired of war,” Sharaa
said.

“Some parties seek to

gain power through re-
gional power, Israel or oth-
ers. This cannot be imple-
mented,” he said.

A week of bloodshed in
Sweida began on July 13
with clashes between
Druze fighters and Sunni
Bedouin, but rapidly esca-
lated, drawing in govern-
ment forces, with Israel al-
so carrying out strikes.
Syrian officials said their
forces intervened to stop
the clashes, but witnesses,
Druze factions and the a
rights group have accused
them of siding with the Be-
douin and committing
abuses against the Druze,
including summary
executions.

Unification of Syria cannot happen at the cost of blood,
says Sharaa as he slams Israel

W1 BT TD B0 G B BT U 81 81 IHdl, IRT A
EENENEINE K|

Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa [Muhammad al-Jolani] has said the battle to
unify his country after years of civil war “should not be with blood”, rejecting
any partition and accusing Israel of meddling in the south.
%ﬂﬁmi%wﬁwmw [HEWIS 3fd-Sia-1] 4 ®gl & aul & [eg< & aIg
3 3 B B TST8 A I L1 g1 Arfen”, foredt off fyure=
mmﬁﬂgwwaﬁmﬁmmmmml

e His remarks, released by state TV on Sunday, came as hundreds demonstrated in
south Syria’s Sweida province, denouncing sectarian violence last month and
calling for the right to self-determination for the Druze-majority province.

! fewfor Ireg ddY gRT IFAIR 1 STRY B1 778, 919 f&07 HHaT & waer wid
gl Tl A Ui fobar, s 7ein o1 Wiverde e $t fHar $t ok ge-aga wid
& forg siraAfofa & SifieR &t wf &1
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o “We still have another battle ahead of us to unify Syria, and it should not be with
blood and military force... it should be through some kind of understanding because
Syria is tired of war,” Sharaa said.

AR - WHRAT ) Thee B3 B T 3R T ©, 3R I8 G 3R 0 9 7t
BIH! AIRY... I8 fohell UbR b1 THS & T1eY W B! 1T Fiifds AT g W YD ol
&, TRT A g

e “Some parties seek to gain power through regional power, Israel or others. This
cannot be implemented,” he said.

‘S od AT fe, STRTSE T 30 & T I I TR BT A18d & | §Y ARL el
faa S wemar,” 31 Hal

e A week of bloodshed in Sweida began on July 13 with clashes between Druze
fighters and Sunni Bedouin, but rapidly escalated, drawing in government forces,
with Israel also carrying out strikes.

Wl T U TIg BT G9Td 13 JATE B g dSTd! 3R At dgg-l & o 8l 9
%{;Ew, Afp aoht T g T, fos TWRHRT 9 M 81 7Y 3R seRIgd - +f g9l
|

e Syrian officials said their forces intervened to stop the clashes, but witnesses, Druze
factions and a rights group have accused them of siding with the Bedouin and
committing abuses against the Druze, including summary executions.

RIS SHRPINAT = a1 fos ITb! 137 = TSI DI A b oY X&Y b, afes
TaTET, §F e 3R T HHATYSR §Hg 4 91 WR dgsl ol Uel o 3R gl & Qe
gagR &, forad afd widdh oft =i §, &1 3Ry e

o Emerged in the 11th century CE in the Middle East as an offshoot of Ismaili Shia
Islam during the Fatimid Caliphate.

o The movement began in Egypt under Caliph al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah and his
followers.

e Over time, the Druze faith developed into a distinct religion, separate from Islam,
though influenced by Islamic, Greek, and other philosophical traditions.

2. Beliefs and Practices

e Monotheistic: Believe in the unity of God.

o Reincarnation: Believe in the transmigration of souls.

e Closed religion: No conversions are allowed; one must be born into the Druze
community.

e Sacred texts: Known as Epistles of Wisdom (Rasa’il al-Hikma).

o They keep much of their theology esoteric (secretive), known only to religious
initiates (uqqal).

3. Population and Geography

o Estimated population: ~1.5-2 million worldwide.
e Main concentrations:
o Lebanon (largest population; politically influential)
o Syria (notably in Jabal al-Druze/Suwayda)
o Israel (recognized as a distinct religious community; some serve in Israeli
Defense Forces)
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o Small communities in Jordan and the diaspora (Americas, Europe).
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1. File affidavit in seven days or apologise: EC to Rahul
Gandhi

1d fe o =ruyus orifaa &3 a1 arwt /i g widh
D g9 3TN
2. C.P. Radhakrishnan is NDA’s V-P candidate

H.d. TP WA TISIT & IWIPUfT Ug & IHIGIR
3. ‘Simultaneous polls Bill gives unfettered discretion to
EC’
FHHGR G719 fadge® EC &1 3Rfifia fRAwiieR aar
4. Bill to decriminalise minor offences to be introduced
in the Lok Sabha today

Y STRTUY DI SURTUYRT B aTelT f[ASqd TS
AreayT ¥ URT foear Srem

5. Roll recall
A Redia

6. In Namibia, India Shows a New Way to Engage Africa

AT |, YR SIBIdT & 1Y S8 $T 14T a8idl
ferar 8

A Case for Judicial Introspection

Wan?qﬁ?hao——r%ﬁwwm

8. ‘Putin agreed to U.S., EU security guarantees for
Ukraine at summit’

g{ﬁﬁ%ﬁl@?ﬂﬁmﬁmw.,s‘.gﬁ?&nﬂﬂﬂw%ﬂﬁ
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In Telangana, corruption cases rarely end careers
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File affidavit in seven days or
apologise: EC to Rahul Gandhi

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar refuses to provide machine-readable voter lists and CCTV footage of polling,

citing voter privacy concerns; he says if complaints are not filed within 45 days of poll results, parties must file affidavits

. A

'GS IlI: Elelctions

Sreeparna Chakrab.
NEW DELHI

he Election Com-

mission of India on

Sunday doubled
down on its demand that
Leader of Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi submit an affi-
davit stating his allegations
of voter roll manipulations
in a Karnataka Assembly
constituency.

In his first press confe-
rence since assuming of-
fice, Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
did not name the Congress
leader, but issued him an
ultimatum to submit the
signed affidavit within se-
ven days or apologise to
the nation.

The CEC refused the Op-
position’s demands to pu-
blish a machine-readable
voter list and to provide
CCTV footage of the voting
process, claiming that both
measures would violate vo-
ter privacy.

Combative CEC

This comes 10 days after
Mr. Gandhi alleged deliber-
ate, large-scale discrepan-

cies in the voter rolls of the
Mahadevapura Assembly
segment of the Bangalore
Central Lok Sabha consti-
tuency, which the BJP won
in the 2024 general elec-
tion. Following his allega-
tions, the Chief Electoral
Officers of Karnataka, Mah-
arashtra, and Haryana had
asked him to submit his al-
legations under oath,
which he has refused to do.

Asked why the EC has
not taken suo motu cogni-
sance of the allegations, a
combative CEC said: “If ac-
cusations are made against
1,50,000 people, then
should all these voters be
given notices without any
evidence?”

“You have to give an affi-
davit or apologise to the
nation. If within 7 days affi-
davit is not given, then it
means allegations are
wrong,” he said.

‘No discrimination’

However, Mr. Kumar did
not reply to a question on
why BJP MP Anurag Tha-
kur — who has made simi-
lar allegations of voter roll
discrepancies in the Rae

You (Rahul Gandhi) have to give an
affidavit or apologise to the nation. If

within seven days affidavit is not given, then it

means allegations are wrong

If accusations are made against
150,000 people, then should all
these voters be given notices without

any evidence?

GYANESH KUMAR

Chief Election Commissioner

Bareli Lok Sabha consti-
tuency, which is represent-
ed by Mr. Gandhi — was not
asked to submit an affidavit
as well.

To another question on
why a complaint filed by
the Biju Janata Dal in Od-
isha about last year’s Lok
Sabha election had not
been probed, Mr. Kumar
clarified that the complaint
was not made under oath,
adding that the 45-day li-
mit for complaints has also
passed. He had a similar
response to a complaint
filed by Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav.

The CEC began the
press conference by assert-

ing that the EC cannot dis-
criminate among political
parties, insisting that it
considers ruling and Oppo-
sition parties as equal.

He said that it was an in-
sult to the Constitution if
election petitions are not
filed within 45 days, but al-
legations of “vote chori”
(vote theft) are later raised.

“According to law, if er-
rors in the voter list are not
reported in time, if an elec-
tion petition is not filed in
the High Court within 45
days of a voter choosing
their candidate, and then
misleading attempts are
made to confuse people by
using wrong words such as

‘vote theft’, then what else
can this be if not an insult
to the Constitution of In-
dia?” he asked. “More than
one crore employees are
engaged in the election ex-
ercise. Can ‘vote chori’
happen in such a transpa-
rent process?” he added.

Mr. Kumar sought to dis-
miss any doubts about the
2024 election. “How can
someone steal votes” in
such a scenario, he asked,
adding that “neither the
EC nor any voter is afraid
of such baseless
accusations”.

On accusations made by
the Opposition regarding
the Maharashtra Assembly
election, he said: “When
the results came, they re-
membered that the rolls
are wrong? No objection
with evidence has been
filed against any voter with
the Maharashtra CEO. The
elections happened eight
months ago. Why no elec-
tion petition was filed?”

VEILED THREATS: CONG.
» PAGE 5
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» PAGE 5

File affidavit in seven days or apologise: EC to Rahul

Gandhi

T fe11 # AUy SIaa $3 a1 UTH! Will: g ek &t
AT STANT

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar refuses to provide machine-
readable voter lists and CCTV footage of polling, citing voter privacy

concerns; he says if complaints are not filed within 45 days of poll results,
parties must file affidavits

Y@ g9 TS TR FHR A HAGHAT M- fiarsii &1 garar ¢d gu axii=-
US4 Hdagar gt 3R deM 31 Widd wed 31 | s9oR far; 3211 et
o afe goma ufvomay & 45 f&f & fiar Rrerad oo 981 @t 9, @ wiféat ot

RMAYYA

ST NI
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The Election Commission of India on Sunday doubled down on its demand that
Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi submit an affidavit stating his allegations of
voter roll manipulations in a Karnataka Assembly constituency.

YR AT TN A IAJaR $I fauer & =ar wgar M § I8 9 alevrs & a8
Wgwmﬁahqaaﬁmﬂzﬁﬁmsﬁ%&mﬁ 3RIGY BT UYTF
qIRad B |

In his first press conference since assuming office, Chief Election Commissioner

Gyanesh Kumar did not name the Congress leader, but issued him an ultimatum to
submit the signed affidavit within seven days or apologise to the nation.

UGUR YHTEH & §1G 3T Ugal U $13hT T TeT g1d STgad % PUR A HIUd
=¥ &1 ATH ol T fera, difeh I8 A fa=l # geaneiRa -uyu= S i a1y |
AP T $T feciied e

The CEC refused the Opposition’s demands to publish a machine-readable voter

list and to provide CCTV footage of the voting process, claiming that both measures
would violate voter privacy.

TR TG ST A [q9el &1 AT bl WIS dXd g4 Hal b ARN-US-11d Helgrdl

T THTRIT AT 3R TAGH Uichal &t ARIEHt Gt ¢, aHI 6! Aaerar Mu=-igen
&1 Ieag G|

Combative CEC

IR YOI gHTd TR

This comes 10 days after Mr. Gandhi alleged deliberate, large-scale discrepancies in
the voter rolls of the Mahadevapura Assembly segment of the Bangalore Central
Lok Sabha constituency, which the BJP won in the 2024 general election.

Ig T M1 ofd 4t 77E 7 10 &7 Uge! HRIGaqRT AU aHT ©e (S Sge $E
AHIHT & H1 T ]) ! Aderal Gt & TR g8 THH | TSas! &I 3R
T T, fSR WTSTaT A 2024 3TH GATG H Sild ATl

Following his allegations, the Chief Electoral Officers of Karnataka, Maharashtra,

and Haryana had asked him to submit his allegations under oath, which he has
refused to do.

I RNl & d1e Pfes, HERTY 3R shamn & gei1 fFafaa st 7 3@
YUY SRIY ol B P Bl T, o I IR SAHR Hx fea|
Asked why the EC has not taken suo motu cognisance of the allegations, a

combative CEC said: “If accusations are made against 1,50,000 people, then should
all these voters be given notices without any evidence?”

E YT T o TANT A SRIUY &1 ¥ad: W o] Tal fordn, dl U aeid Uiyt o dal:
"3fR 1,50,000 TN TR SRIT T T &, ot o1 o1 ot wad & 31 9t Adaransit
®I e N A =nfyw?”

“You have to give an affidavit or apologise to the nation. If within 7 days affidavit is
not given, then it means allegations are wrong,” he said.

"3MTYeh! YYT &A1 I 1 1Y J | JiT g TG 7 fat & oo =8 far
! 3BT A © fb 3RIY Ted 8" S84 Pl
‘No discrimination’

PIg WGHTT TG

However, Mr. Kumar did not reply to a question on why BJP MP Anurag Thakur —
who has made similar allegations of voter roll discrepancies in the Rae Bareli Lok
Sabha constituency, which is represented by Mr. Gandhi — was not asked to
submit an affidavit as well.

gIcifch, St HHR = 3Y AT 1 SaTd gl {21 fob WISTUT HiRIG SRTT STHR — forgi-
IS AHTUT & (et ufafafiia ot mieh #a ) § aaerar g § Teast &
A 3RIT AT § — b1 YUY SIRId B & forg 3t 78} et Tl
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To another question on why a complaint filed by the Biju Janata Dal in Odisha
about last year’s Lok Sabha election had not been probed, Mr. Kumar clarified that
the complaint was not made under oath, adding that the 45-day limit for complaints
has also passed. He had a similar response to a complaint filed by Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav.

TH 30 9ad R {3 IS q1d & AeaHT gH1d DI ADhR NS & die] oi+1ar g
RISl B T3 RIS &1 offd 1 g1 &1 TTs, 9t $HAR 2 ¥ fan i Riemd
UYYIS &Sl el DI TS At 3R Rreprad g v Bt 45 fa ot W of wora g gt
81 31 Jg! SfaTe JHTSTaTe! Ut UHRd Sfa=T arga & Rierd W of o

The CEC began the press conference by asserting that the EC cannot discriminate
among political parties, insisting that it considers ruling and Opposition parties as
equal.

A AT SHGad A U DI9hY B BT Ig Bed gU S [ AT SRINT HGHTT A6
B BT 3R Jg T § & Tareg ok fauelh g wae g

He said that it was an insult to the Constitution if election petitions are not filed
within 45 days, but allegations of “vote chori” (vote theft) are later raised.

351 Fal [& af 45 fel & Hiar g1a ATt G =181 &1 S, difd1 a1g | "die
TR (W TRE) & RIT T MG 5, a1 I8 AU BT ST 5|

“According to law, if errors in the voter list are not reported in time, if an election
petition is not filed in the High Court within 45 days of a voter choosing their
candidate, and then misleading attempts are made to confuse people by using wrong
words such as ‘vote theft’, then what else can this be if not an insult to the
Constitution of India?” he asked. “More than one crore employees are engaged in
the election exercise. Can ‘vote chori’ happen in such a transparent process?” he
added.

"B & SMTIR, TG THI TR TG i & Ffed! &) RUIC Tg1 &1 S, aie Adard
SRI 3{TAT STHGAR T & 45 f&l & ier I amarerd o g9 1] SRR el &
ST, 3R R AN 1 RIS HRA o foTg aie IR oI T1ad Xsal BT IUAnT fohdm Srar
&, a1 U8 3R F1 81 Uehdl ¢ afc URd & | BT SUAF 612" 351+ YT| "gd
UfthaT & T RIS A e HHUR @ gU S| 91 Sa-! UReRlT ufthar & e IRy gl
Tl 82" I SiST|

Mr. Kumar sought to dismiss any doubts about the 2024 election. “How can

someone steal votes” in such a scenario, he asked, adding that “neither the EC nor
any voter is afraid of such baseless accusations”.

ot HAR J 2024 FATE W B +ft TRE T Tg HI WIS A B B BT I
g1, U R & s dic B8 X1 obdl g, 3R g it st i =1 @ 19 SimanT ofR
8 PIs Aderdl T8 9gfaTeg 3Rl ¥ Sar g 1"

On accusations made by the Opposition regarding the Maharashtra Assembly
election, he said: “When the results came, they remembered that the rolls are
wrong? No objection with evidence has been filed against any voter with the
Maharashtra CEO. The elections happened eight months ago. Why no election
petition was filed?”

HERTY fAUTTAHT 1T ! Ah [quef §RT T T RIGT TR I BT "o eflol
31T, dl I 1S 31T fob HAQT Gl Teid g2 HERTY Wigsi & Uy fobfl W waarar &
AT g & 1Y HI3 MMURT g0l a1 BT TS| TG TS WEA Ugd gU 3| HIs A
T &l -Tel et bt 182"
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C.P. Radhakrishnan is
NDAs V-P candidate

GS 1I: VP ]

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Maharashtra Governor C.P.
Radhakrishnan was named
the National Democratic
Alliance’s Vice-Presidential
candidate on Sunday, after
the BJP Parliamentary
Board endorsed his name,
in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Mr. Radhakrishnan, 68,
is a former MP from Coim-
batore and former Tamil
Nadu BJP chief. The party’s
national president and Un-

C. P. Radhakrishnan

ion Minister, ]J.P. Nadda,
made the announcement
at a press conference.

ALLIES TAKEN ON BOARD
» PAGE 6

C.P. Radhakrishnan is NDA’s
V-P candidate

1.4t TP wH THSIT &
SWIYUfd Ug & IWfigar

Maharashtra Governor C.P.
Radhakrishnan was named the National
Democratic Alliance’s Vice-Presidential
candidate on Sunday, after the BJP
Parliamentary Board endorsed his name,
in the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

HERTY & IsguTel .4, UG B
P SIS TSdY (TASIT) Bl
SWRIPUd U o1 IFIGaR Ifdar @1 =it
faT 4T, ST YIS 99 dis A 39T
AT YT TR Wit 3t Hipeh o
Srguifed fani

e Mr. Radhakrishnan, 68, is a former MP from Coimbatore and former Tamil Nadu
BJP chief.

%ugwﬁ 68, UEQ BIUagR ¥ Tide I8 gob © 3R Gd afieITg reTaT 3remef ot
|

e The party’s national president and Union Minister J.P. Nadda, made the
announcement at a press conference.

uréf & Ik Sremed SR Hekia W AW, 977 Ig DT TF U HishE H ST
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‘Simultaneous polls
Bill gives unfettered
dlscretlon to EC

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Former Chief Justice of In-
dia (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna has
told a parliamentary com-
mittee scrutinising the si-
multaneous election Bill
that the constitutional va-
lidity of a proposal in no
way amounts to a pro-
nouncement upon the de-
sirability or necessity of its
provisions.

Most experts have
rejected the charge
that the proposals
are unconstitutional
but issued concerns

discretion” to the EC in de-
ciding that an Assembly
poll could not be conduct-
ed along with that of the
Lok Sabha, and to make a
recommendation to the

‘Simultaneous polls
Bill gives unfettered
discretion to EC’

TR g9 fada®
EC &I i
fadeiRerR ¢ar @

Former Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Sanjiv Khanna has told a
parliamentary committee
scrutinising the simultaneous
election Bill that the
constitutional validity of a
proposal in no way amounts to
a pronouncement upon the
desirability or necessity of its
provisions.

h In his writ_ten opitjjjor{ to iresident on g‘jese lines, HRd a? qﬁ H@ :QTQT?ﬂ'!ZT (CJI)
the committee, Justice e sources said. I TR

Khanna, however, said ar- Justice Khanna said Wﬁ. g ITd
guments related to the di- there was a difference bet- fadus ot g BT LE| Udh
lution of the country’s fed- ween “merit review” and m ﬂ'ﬁlﬁ HEl W
eral structure might be  “judicial review”. When . ﬁ % %
raised about the constitu- the SC or HCs uphold con- W¥dId P Jaurre dear fred
tional amendment Bill, as  stitutional validity, it wasa  qf} e | 9P UTTUTHI PT

he listed the various claims mere affirmation of the le-

qiS-adr a1 ATTIDHdl W

made supporting and criti-
cising the concept, sources
said.

Most experts addressing
the committee have reject-
ed the charge that the pro-
posals are unconstitution-
al, but issued concerns
with certain provisions.

Justice Khanna said the
Bill conferred “unfettered

sources said.

gislative power and that
the amendment or the pro-
vision was not violative of
the constitutional limita-
tions, he said.

“The court decisions in
no way amount to pro-
nouncement upon the de-
sirability or necessity of
such provisions,” he
added.

IR 8] gidl 2

e In his written opinion to the
committee, Justice Khanna,
however, said arguments related to
the dilution of the country’s federal
structure might be raised about the
constitutional amendment Bill, as he
listed the various claims made
supporting and criticising the concept,

It &1 s forfea od &, =aragfd @ A gife we1 & Jaufe i fadas
R %1 & WU WG & dl 514 4 Had ddb 331U o ¥ohd &, Fidh 351
YR BT FHYT 3R AT HRA aTal A aral &t gt <t o, G 3 Pl

e Most experts addressing the committee have rejected the charge that the proposals
are unconstitutional, but issued concerns with certain provisions.
AT & TST B aret ST fIRIwRi 3 78 ofRiv @RS &= fea & o weama
3GaUTA 8, Afh & Waei &t A fid SdTs g

e Justice Khanna said the Bill conferred “unfettered discretion” to the EC in deciding
that an Assembly poll could not be conducted along with that of the Lok Sabha, and
to make a recommendation to the President on these lines, the sources said.

<araYf @A A T F e 3 Ry gA1e & eyt & a1y smaifod T8 fe
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W 3R 39 Hey H Igufa w1 R #37 & fu Ec @1 “srfifaa fdeiRer
ve™ foba &, 93t A Tl

e Justice Khanna said there was a difference between “merit review” and “judicial
review”. When the SC or HCs uphold constitutional validity, it was a mere affirmation
of the legislative power and that the amendment or the provision was not violative of
the constitutional limitations, he said.

@1 3 Bl & 7o FHiar 3R i Hiem & §i9 3R 81 o9 SC AT

HCs

QYT JYAT BT SRBIR W &, O T8 7 [Ferdt e &1 gfp g1t 7 ok g

3rf g gia1 ¢ o I=Neq a1 Uray Jautfe Hiarel o1 Ieciae el Bdl §, o

Dell

e “The court decisions in no way amount to pronouncement upon the desirability or
necessity of such provisions,” he added.

31 e, “3ferad & Fuig b ot dRe A Y wrauri &) ais-adr ar savued )R
IR ol gid I”

Bill to decriminalise minor
offences to be introduced
1n the Lok Sabha today

NEW DELHI

The Jan Vishwas (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025, to decri-
minalise certain minor of-
fences to promote ease of
living and business, will be
introduced by Union Com-
merce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal in the Lok
Sabha on Monday.

According to the list of
business posted on the Lok
Sabha website, the Minis-
ter will introduce the Jan
Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Bill, 2025, “to
amend certain enactments
for decriminalising and ra-
tionalising offences to
further enhance trust-
based governance for ease
of living and doing busi-
ness”. Over 350 provisions
are proposed to be amend-
ed through the Bill.

The legislation is part of
the government’s effort to
improve the country’s bu-
siness climate.

Piyush Goyal

Earlier, in 2023, the Jan
Vishwas (Amendment to
Provisions) Act was enact-
ed, which decriminalised
183 provisions in 42 Cen-
tral Acts administered by
19 Ministries and depart-
ments.

Through the Act, the go-
vernment removed impri-
sonment and/or fines in
some provisions. Impri-
sonment was removed and
fine was retained in a few
rules, while in some cases

imprisonment and fine
were converted to a
penalty.

“There are laws in our
country, astonishing as it
may sound, that provide
for imprisonment over tri-
vial matters, and no one
ever paid attention to
them,” Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said in his In-
dependence Day speech
on August 15.

“l have taken it upon
myself to ensure that such
unnecessary laws, which
place Indian citizens be-
hind bars, are abolished.
We had introduced a Bill in
Parliament earlier; we
have brought it again this
time,” he noted.

The government earlier
abolished more than
40,000 compliances
deemed unnecessary. It
has also scrapped over
1,500 obsolete laws.

“We have gone to Parlia-
ment to amend dozens of
laws to simplify them, al-
ways placing the interests
of the public first,” Mr. Mo-
di said.

Bill to
decriminalise
minor offences
to be
introduced in
the Lok Sabha
today

Y IRTE DY
STURTUY
CREECI
fadas M
GICR KRR
T sITeTm

The Jan Vishwas
(Amendment) Bill,
2025, to
decriminalise
certain minor
offences to promote
ease of living and
business, will be
introduced by Union
Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal in the
Lok Sabha on
Monday.

o fayrT (T=IeM)
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fada®, 2025, It O Y SWRTUN B SURTUYTT B SHa-T 3N TG DI AW
P FeTa1 &1 & foIT g, 3T HIHAR $I AHTHT | ST a1forsy iR It w: figy
Maa gRT O fasar sre|

e According to the list of business posted on the Lok Sabha website, the Minister will
introduce the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2025, “to amend
certain enactments for decriminalising and rationalising offences to further enhance
trust-based governance for ease of living and doing business”. Over 350 provisions
are proposed to be amended through the Bill.

AT ATHZE W URE DI T B YAl & TR, T3 o fayTeT (IR yraem)
fatha®, 2025 U S, “Fo SHAFTE & TMeM HA & g d1fes sroRTead iR
SRTEY T AHUITHRT fobaT ST o 3R Sia 3R TG &1 T & fore fagT-
ST RN 1 SR Jeg foval ol T’ | 39 fadads & ATeqd ¥ 350 | S yraem=i
o TeH T UETd B

e The legislation is part of the government’s effort to improve the country’s business
climate.

T8 fa9ue 9 & IR AR B! URA & T TR & Ty o1 fewan 21

e Earlier, in 2023, the Jan Vishwas (Amendment to Provisions) Act was enacted,
which decriminalised 183 provisions in 42 Central Acts administered by 19
Ministries and departments.

Y UBd, 2023 H, 9 fayT (i=meA wraur) siftfeaw @ fosar mar o, foee 19
TETera SR fAUmT gRT uRnRid 42 ki it & ¥ 183 WrauT F1 SoRTUE
fopam |

e Through the Act, the government removed imprisonment and/or fines in some

provisions. Imprisonment was removed and fine was retained in a few rules, while in
some cases imprisonment and fine were converted to a penalty.

29 AFAH & A1 ¥, WPR - $© TG H SR SIR/AT A Bi gel fean
$3 gl O HRIEN ge a1 71 SR JAFT SRHR @1 711, S & Amal 3
PRGN 3R U HT 48 H gad fear |

e “There are laws in our country, astonishing as it may sound, that provide for
imprisonment over trivial matters, and no one ever paid attention to them,” Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said in his Independence Day speech on August 15.

FUTAHAT TS AT A 307 15 3R IqaAdT fgad HIOT H &gl “BHR ¢¥ | U8
Hﬂﬂgﬁ%, ST SmepfSes a8 G € Fehal B, S I8 HIHa! § SRIART BT YAy Bd
&, 3R fanelt 3 ot 37 R = 18 e

e ‘| have taken it upon myself to ensure that such unnecessary laws, which place

Indian citizens behind bars, are abolished. We had introduced a Bill in Parliament
earlier; we have brought it again this time,” he noted.

I gl T 78 iRt ot 8 i T sMTawae &, St HRd ANTRS! &I oid &
& 7@ §, I U oY | g0 Ugd I¥e 8 U9 f8ae Xy e o1, SH aR gu =9
fRI AN e

e The government earlier abolished more than 40,000 compliances deemed
unnecessary. It has also scrapped over 1,500 obsolete laws.
WBHR = U 40,000 F STUP U PI, [8 SHTTRIS AT 7T T, AT B
fean 11 3% Sremat, 1,500 T S rvIferd Sl &1 it THT R fea m g |

www.patrioticias.in
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e “We have gone to Parliament to amend dozens of laws to simplify them, always
placing the interests of the public first,” Mr. Modi said.

T Y BT, T ol S B T I P 1T GG BT 5@ AT 2, TR ST

The Supreme Court’s intervention
highlights the ECI's procedural failures

l n what must be seen as a rap on the knuckles

of the Election Commission of India (ECI),
the Supreme Court of India ordered it to pu-
blish the names of 65 lakh voters excluded from
Bihar’s draft electoral roll, and the reasons, fol-
lowing the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exer-
cise. That it required the Court to compel the ECI
to follow the basic principles of natural justice for
these voters underscores the pressing lacunae in
the institution’s conduct of the SIR and the pre-
sumptuous and hasty manner of its implementa-
tion. There has been no consolidated list of the
excluded electors whose names, the ECI claims,
have been removed because they have died, or
are untraceable or have fake/duplicate entries.
No reasons have been provided against each
name. Data analysed by The Hindu and ground
reports have highlighted significant anomalies. A
much higher number of women (close to 32 lakh)
than men (close to 25 lakh) have been excluded
despite more men having migrated, and recent
death rates having been slightly higher among
men too. Reports indicate that several voters
have been wrongly identified as dead or had not
been enumerated despite having valid voter IDs
and proof of residence across areas. The Court’s
intervention now provides a meaningful way —
the ECI deadline of September 1 to complete the
filing of claims and objections is near — for such
voters to address their anomalous situations.
The Court will continue to hear the case on the
SIR which has other problematic elements to it.
The constitutionality of the exercise itself, con-
ducted after the ECI's own summary revision in
January, remains to be adjudicated. Also, the ECI
still insists that enumerated voters in the draft roll
are vetted by Election Registration Officers based
on the availability of one of 11 indicative docu-
ments, which do not include the more universal-
ly available Aadhaar or ration cards. With the
Court ordering the ECI to allow excluded citizens
to file objections with their Aadhaar card and
having nudged it to accept this document in two
previous hearings, the ECI must now include the
Aadhaar card as an identity document also. The
Court’s order also shines a light on the ECI’s use
of non-transparent means to conduct the SIR; it
has made it onerous for civil society to parse the
electoral rolls and it continues to use that ploy
even now by refusing to put up the full list of
those excluded and the reasons in one place. Un-
iversal adult franchise has been a cornerstone of
India’s democracy since Independence. The up-
coming hearings in the case and the ECI’s actions
in rectifying its role in Bihar’s SIR process will go
a long way in assuaging serious concerns about
the voter enrolment process in the country today.

& el &1 U Td gu

Roll recall

e Repla

. The Supreme Court’s intervention highlights the
ECI’s procedural failures.

i B¢ BT gxaay s F1 uftharere fAwerdarsi o
IR HdT B

Supreme Court Orders ECI on Bihar Voter List

Ut B¢ A fogR Adard gt )R ECI &1 3Hiex fear

. In what must be seen as a rap on the knuckles of the
Election Commission of India (ECI), the Supreme Court of
India ordered it to publish the names of 65 lakh voters
excluded from Bihar’s draft electoral roll, and the reasons,
following the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise.

U YR & gHTd ATART (ECI) TR ST ddra-it & =0 4 ¢l
S YT §, 56 HRd & JUIH I A f8R & ITUe Aagar gt
Y SRR fohT 7T 65 RE AAGTATSH & AATH 3R I7d BRI
TIIRId B T S faar, St faRiw 8= I=neH (SIR) 31/
& e fobar |

. That it required the Court to compel the ECI to follow
the basic principles of natural justice for these voters
underscores the pressing lacunae in the institution’s conduct of
the SIR and the presumptuous and hasty manner of its
implementation.

fob 3raTerd 1 7 Hacrarsl & fo urpfas =ma & qa Risidl
D1 UTei B3 & [ ECI T 19 AT UST, I8 SIR & Jara o
TR B THR BT SR SHP SEHRI 3R STegarei ard
HTATI BT IR FRal 5|

. There has been no consolidated list of the excluded
electors whose names, the ECI claims, have been removed
because they have died, or are untraceable or have
fake/duplicate entries.

ITER fobT U Harerarsit 3 His Aged it 6l 8, % 91 EC
& UR Gd 5, SJEY TG -TE1 g1, 1 Adhatyfaremy
uﬁﬁmaﬁégwsamw%

No reasons have been provided against each name.
Ww%@wﬁémﬁﬁmw%l
. Data analysed by The Hindu and ground reports
have highlighted significant anomalies.
g fo=g a7 faxeifta Ser ofk AgM Ruids 3 meayy faae=
®I IR fHAT B
. A much higher number of women (close to 32 lakh)
than men (close to 25 lakh) have been excluded despite more
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men having migrated, and recent death rates being slightly higher among men too.
SABIR GeU! & TITTART 3R 1A &1 H Goul H g &R 3119F g & Savg,
%i%gnsﬁ (TRTHAT 32 ATE) 1 ISAT TIU! (THTHIT 25 T1RA) D1 qa-T1 H AP q16R Bl
I

Reports indicate that several voters have been wrongly identified as dead or had
not been enumerated despite having valid voter IDs and proof of residence
across areas.

fRatel & gar gadi § i &2 Adard Tad i 3 Jd & ¥4 W ggaH T 31 TUMET 81
T T, Safes 3% U Y WagaT UgH U SR ey yHIoT di9g 31

The Court’s intervention now provides a meaningful way — the ECI deadline of
September 1 to complete the filing of claims and objections is near — for such
voters to address their anomalous situations.

3T T TEALNT 31§ U Hg@yul I U™ HRal § — ECI $I 1 Rydar &t
AT & d8d gIa 3R Smufrt SifEd #A &1 I oieid § — dlfd U8 Jaard!
3Ot T fRUfadl &1 R b |

The Court will continue to hear the case on the SIR which has other problematic
elements to it.

3[ETAd SIR TR YeheH BT JaTs kT QT R o T dea i €1

The constitutionality of the exercise itself, conducted after the ECI’'s own summary
revision in January, remains to be adjudicated.

3 3 ! HaUTF@dT, S ECI §RT SHaR] H Bt s TR GHI&T & 916 fHar
o1, 3 ot ol &Y ucten # 81

Also, the ECI still insists that enumerated voters in the draft roll are vetted by
Election Registration Officers based on the availability of one of 11 indicative
documents, which do not include the more universally available Aadhaar or ration
cards.

1 &Y, ECI 3t off 7g g § % g1ue 1 B R U Aaerdr & g uelieRur
RPN gRT 11 AP dP gTaTasll # J fhdfl U BT IUAS/AT & MMYR TR JedTiid
o 7T 7, foras 3ifties e U A Iueisy YR IT IR BTs M 11 2

With the Court ordering the ECI to allow excluded citizens to file objections with
their Aadhaar card and having nudged it to accept this document in two previous
hearings, the ECI must now include the Aadhaar card as an identity document
also.

3{ETAd §RT ECI T 3SR ¢ 3R 3 gt fUadl grarsal & 50 aXay &l WHR oA
& fTT TIcIed A o W1, 316 ECI BT TR H18 ! 1t Uga= g&dsl & &4 8
R BRAT BRTT

The Court’s order also shines a light on the ECI’'s use of non-transparent means to
conduct the SIR; it has made it onerous for civil society to parse the electoral rolls
and it continues to use that ploy even now by refusing to put up the full list of those
excluded and the reasons in one place.

3IGTAd BT 3G ECI GRT SIR T & IR-URGRIT aiidl & Iud R off g1 STardt
; 39 fifae TrRamadt & forg Aderar it o fAxawor s1 $1d= o faan § &R
39 off I8 =1d SR} € T I aTeR fou e mft waerarstt &t gt Tl 3k 396
PRI P! TS TG 6l 79 G 6

Universal adult franchise has been a cornerstone of India’s democracy since
Independence.

IS a0 AAIfieR WdadT (Independence) & d1¢ ¥ HRA & Aidbad o
YRR XET 5|

The upcoming hearings in the case and the ECI’s actions in rectifying its role in
Bihar’s SIR process will go a long way in assuaging serious concerns about the
voter enrolment process in the country today.
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A B ST AaTs 3R f0gR & SIR Ufohar § oo

YFU®T  GURA & U ECI &

BT 3Tl 1 T ATl UsH0T Ufshar & SR F 1R fefarsfi &1 gr o & da I

T B

In Namibia, India shows a new way to engage Africa

GS

in July this year, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi quoted a Namibian poet, invoked the
symbolism of the Welwitschia mirabilis plant (the
national plant) and the Springbok, and sprinkled
his remarks with phrases in Oshiwambo, earning
laughter and applause.

The gesture suggested a deliberate effort to
engage with culturally meaningful terms,
reflecting a more grounded approach to
partnership-building. It is a sharp contrast to
western engagement, which continues to be
shaped by conditional aid, travel bans, and
episodic withdrawals such as the recent USAID
cutback, and is increasingly tied to migration
deterrence, with assistance hinging on
controlling outward migrant flows.

l n his address to Namibia’s National Assembly

The steps being pursued

India is pursuing a quieter, adaptive approach,
favouring alignment over instruction and forming
issue-based coalitions. Underlying this appears to
be a deliberate three-step logic: evoking shared
historical solidarities, engaging in present-day
pragmatic cooperation, and investing in
long-term, future-oriented ties. This offers
insights into what more thoughtful, durable
partnerships with African states might look like.

The first step anchors diplomacy in a shared
anti-colonial heritage, drawing on historical
memory not as nostalgia, but as a legitimate force
of solidarity. There are gentle but meaningful
reminders: that New Delhi hosted the South West
Africa People’s Organization’s first-ever
diplomatic office during Namibia’s liberation
struggle; that Lieutenant General Diwan Prem
Chand, an Indian officer, commanded the United
Nations peacekeeping forces during Namibia’s
delicate transition to independence. These
references are not incidental. They create a sense
of long-haul engagement, contrasting with the
episodic presence of many other powers.

Second is to highlight the depth and the
breadth of current cooperation. New Delhi’s
bilateral trade with Windhoek is $800 million,
modest but growing, and supported by a $12
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New Delhi is
quietly
reshaping its
Africa
engagement,
with smart and
issue-based
partnerships

billion development partnership across Africa.
More significant are India’s targeted investments
in capacity-building, including the India-Namibia
Centre of Excellence in IT at the Namibia
University of Science and Technology, and the
‘India Wing’ at the University of Namibia’s
Ongwediva campus, funded by a $12 million
grant. These efforts leverage India’s strengths in
IT and respond to Namibia’s youthful population
and digital readiness.

Third, and closely linked, India is laying out a
road map for the future by pivoting toward
knowledge-based cooperation. Namibia's recent
adoption of India’s Unified Payments Interface
(UPI), the first country in Africa to implement
this, signals a quiet revolution in tech diplomacy.
If this succeeds, it will offer a model for
transferring not just digital tools but also
regulatory frameworks, institutional design, and
user-centric tech architectures that India has
stress-tested at scale.

Advantage Namibia

Crucial to this approach is the choice of partner.
Namibia’s political stability, rich mineral
resources and growing technological base offer a
strong foundation for India’s engagement,
grounded in shared histories and aligned futures.
President Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah’s call to
reform global economic and financial systems for
fairness and resilience echoes India’s own vision
for inclusive, equitable governance. More than a
bilateral partner, Namibia is a key collaborator in
the Global South’s broader effort to reshape
international rules in line with their collective
aspirations, agency, and demand for a more just
world order.

While India and Namibia share a compelling
vision for partnership, consistent follow-through
remains a challenge. India’s developmental
ambitions are often criticised for uneven
implementation, and its engagement with Africa
has seen long lapses, evident in the recent visit to
Namibia by an Indian head of government, the
first in nearly three decades.

Though symbolically important, the visit’s

outcomes were modest: two memoranda of
understanding on entrepreneurship and health,
and Namibia’s accession to the Global Biofuels
Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure. These are valuable steps but fall
short of the scale the moment, and the bilateral
potential, clearly calls for.

Notably absent was any major agreement on
Namibia’s critical mineral reserves. As a leading
uranium producer, Namibia is a natural partner
for countries such as India seeking resilient
low-carbon supply chains. The visit offered a
clear opportunity to outline a strategic
framework, including resource access, local
workforce development, or investment in value
addition. Though the issue was acknowledged,
discussions ultimately failed to produce concrete
outcomes.

Regardless, India’s approach, while not
without its gaps, stands out not just for what it
offers but also how it engages. India’s quiet
recalibration emphasises trust built through
inclusive dialogue, acknowledging histories, and
letting African priorities shape the agenda.

Move beyond symbolism
The upcoming India-Africa Forum Summit,
anticipated in the near term, could serve as a vital
platform to formalise and solidify these
diplomatic efforts through institutional
cooperation. It presents an opportunity for India
to build on recent momentum and demonstrate
that its commitment to partnership and mutual
respect is backed by enduring political resolve.
Delivering on this vision, however, will require
more than symbolism. It will entail confronting
structural and operational shortcomings at home
and ensuring that India’s strategic ambitions are
matched by sustained investment and
institutional coherence. Ultimately, India’s
credibility as a Global South partner will rest not
only on what it commits to but also on how
consistently and collaboratively it follows
through.

The views expressed are personal

In Namibia, India Shows a New Way to Engage Africa

AT &, URT SMpIPT & HI1Y JSA BT 191 deihT feard 8

e In his address to Namibia’s National Assembly in July this year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi quoted a Namibian poet, invoked the symbolism of the Welwitschia
mirabilis plant (the national plant) and the Springbok, and sprinkled his remarks
with phrases in Oshiwambo, earning laughter and applause.

39 A gag

H Ariferar &1 It

faumaHT o) T oo IaieH #, guTEE e
TSt A T ATHIATS Hid BT 3G fadT, Welwitschia mirabilis T (
Springbok &1 UdIdTdS 3o fadT, 3R Oshiwambo & araigl &1
IR arferdt &) e faa

qrem) 3R
TR g

e The gesture suggested a deliberate effort to engage with culturally meaningful terms,
reflecting a more grounded approach to partnership-building.
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It is a sharp contrast to western engagement, which continues to be shaped by
conditional aid, travel bans, and episodic withdrawals such as the recent USAID
cutback, and is increasingly tied to migration deterrence, with assistance hinging
on controlling outward migrant flows.

g Ui FEHI & faudid &, S =i g, I ufaey, SiR giferdr USAID
Feldl ok THI-THY TR a0 § THITAd gl 8, 3R I8 96d gU AT AU I S
&, Foro wgrad a1et yaTRydt & vare & Fafd s R ARk et 8|

The Steps Being Pursued
3{UATE ST ¥g HEH

India is pursuing a quieter, adaptive approach, favouring alignment over instruction
and forming issue-based coalitions.
R T i, DI 39T Y81 7, Fored = &) gamn & gu=ag &1
TTIfEHaT €t ST X1 § IR YET-SMUTRE TS §1Y o 38 8
Underlying this appears to be a deliberate three-step logic: evoking shared
historical solidarities, engaging in present-day pragmatic cooperation, and
investing in long-term, future-oriented ties.

U U THagdR di--aRoTR aab Ucild gidl &: 1sT UfdgTiIe UdheedT oI
Te; HRAT, A & TagTied WganT & Jad g1, 3R fdwifers, ufas-3=ga
Hael o o= e
This offers insights into what more thoughtful, durable partnerships with African
states mi%ht look like.

;EGH’IHT 5 srpiopt Isal & Iy 3 RN, fehrs: Arsieial Bl fow godt
|

The first step anchors diplomacy in a shared anti-colonial heritage, drawing on
historical memory not as nostalgia, but as a legitimate force of solidarity.

UgT HeH e sNufafkre favieh favraa & peiifa &) enuid orar g, UeiRee
Wi BT SUINT Had WRUT & U H 8] dich Thoedl &I 94 Ufdd & ©0 H S 5

There are gentle but meaningful reminders:
i AN [of J
P P[HA Al HecdYU[ HRUYJ %’:

o That New Delhi hosted the South West Africa People’s Organization’s
first-ever diplomatic office during Namibia’s liberation struggle.

fo =S feeeht 3 Ardifaan & gfc T & SR South West Africa People’s
Organization ®T UGl Pe-ld® HRTAT SRe BT
o That Lieutenant General Diwan Prem Chand, an Indian officer,

commanded the United Nations peacekeeping forces during Namibia’s
delicate transition to independence.
fo diftree SR faam 39 9, te YR SRRy, Arifear & dag-ia
FqdAdT HHHUT & SR Sgad 1Y ifa e qat &1 qa fean

These references are not incidental. They create a sense of long-haul engagement,

contrasting with the episodic presence of many other powers.

3 e e 16t 81 A Sefa1iere wguTRrar &t yramr Ie avd &, St &3 3=

MGl & THI-THT TR U & ST 7

Second is to highlight the depth and breadth of current cooperation.

TIRT ¢ TATHA TN B! TERTS 3R SIS P ISR BT

New Delhi’s bilateral trade with Windhoek is $800 million, modest but growing,

and supported by a $12 billion development partnership across Africa.
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T faeeh @1 fdsgie & ary fueha AR 800 fAferas &, S Ange § Afr 96 @1
2, IR I i & $12 faferam ey aglerdt g/ 9o 3
More significant are India’s targeted investments in capacity-building, including:
3ifes Heaqul & YR & & femtor & wféra R, i wnfira &
o India-Namibia Centre of Excellence in IT at the Namibia University of
Science and Technology.
Arfiferar fayfasmer oife WISH Us Sataisll § WIRd-AHIfaaT 3mgdl
STl 5|
o The ‘India Wing’ at the University of Namibia’s Ongwediva campus,
funded by a $12 million grant.
Arifaar fayfaenag & Ongwediva TRER H ‘India Wing’, ot $12 fafera=
e gRI fad A fasar |

These efforts leverage India’s strengths in IT and respond to Namibia’s youthful
population and digital readiness.

J YO HRA B! TS H AThd &1 ATH I3 & SR AT o) gaT ST==iReT 3R
e aaRar &1 IR A B

Third, and closely linked, India is laying out a road map for the future by pivoting
toward knowledge-based cooperation.

dRRT, SR fAdear T &7 o, YR FH-3TUTRE TeahT &1 3R 38 T Ha &
1T 37s Y IR FR QT 2

Namibia’s recent adoption of India’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI), the first
country in Africa to implement this, signals a quiet revolution in tech diplomacy.
Ao gRT 816 81 H YRd &1 Unified Payments Interface (UPI) 3O,

T AN HRA aTell Ugdl o, ¢ Pe-ilid 6 U Jid Hifd BT Ybd adl |

If this succeeds, it will offer a model for transferring not just digital tools but also
regulatory frameworks, institutional design, and user-centric tech architectures
that India has stress-tested at scale.

¢ 9% A%d Gidl 5, dl I8 Had (S Ied SUBRUN ol To] Sich HATHS i, TN
w1, 3R SuaRTEal-Sisd ab-itet a3l B RIFTARd B & a4 TP Hisd
TEH B, foig URT A ' M TR TR1ef01 foan 5|

Advantage Namibia

Fifarfaar &1 a1y

Crucial to this approach is the choice of partner.

=Y DB & TR &1 I 3dd Aeayul 8|

Namibia’s political stability, rich mineral resources and growing technological
base offer a strong foundation for India’s engagement, grounded in shared histories
and aligned futures.

IeTifas fRRET, T9< T I 3R 96! Wt snuR yRa
Bt UG & forT AoTed SMTUR UeH B4 8, S TS ST 3iR 7 Hfas
3R B
President Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah’s call to reform global economic and
financial systems for fairness and resilience echoes India’s vision for inclusive,
equitable governance.
JIFUfd Agat AIS1- STgears &1 Af¥® snfe iR fawita yonferal & guR &1 sMgH,
U, FHTARM AT & U YR &1 =P o il 5
More than a bilateral partner, Namibia is a key collaborator in the Global South’s
broader effort to reshape international rules in line with their collective
aspirations, agency, and demand for a more just world order.

fguehi TReR § 3ifties, AAfYaT Toled I8y & s Ty | U T Jgan g,
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ol SARRTEN frael b1 I urem Sresigmal, Ok ok e o fay sraw
B G P TR T: 3MHR 7 DT T BT 8

e While India and Namibia share a compelling vision for partnership, consistent
follow-through remains a challenge.
e HRA SIR A1 ATRERT & foIT T Horgd € I1e1 R §, AR uTe
HT 3t ot T gl B

¢ India’s developmental ambitions are often criticised for uneven implementation,
and its engagement with Africa has seen long lapses, evident in the recent visit to
Namibia by an Indian head of government, the first in nearly three decades.

YR P! f[APTHATE! HEaTHI&INSN B SRR A fharaa & e ST gidl g,
3R 3(WBIRT & I 5TD! U | el HH I8! 8, Sl 8T 8 & YR b TUE Ht B
Tty SR & Ty g, S T A GRIehT B Ugar ol

e Though symbolically important, the visit's outcomes were modest: two memoranda
of understanding on entrepreneurship and health, and Namibia’s accession to the
Global Biofuels Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure.

T Uit U ¥ Agayul, SR & TRomy Aret 3 Iafter ik ey R &
TgHfa F1U, 3R S &1 Taad IRIwRge Ay 3R feemer yRifede
FIPTEFR | M g

e These are valuable steps but fall short of the scale the moment, and the bilateral
potential, clearly calls for.
ﬁq@aﬂm%ﬁmwwﬁm 3R fguefta JuTa & Sy 781 ¢ |

o Notably absent was any major agreement on Namibia’s critical mineral reserves.
IR =Y ¥, TSI & Tgayul WS USRI IR $is g1 GHIT T8l ga|

e As aleading uranium producer, Namibia is a natural partner for countries such as
India seeking resilient low-carbon supply chains.
T U PIH IATGP D &Y ¥, A1 37 32 & 7T Ui IrEPieR & o
YR, S e Al-hTa- @S o+ agdl g |

e The visit offered a clear opportunity to outline a strategic framework, including
resource access, local workforce development, or investment in value addition.
S GR A U W Sa¥R UgH b o Yuriifores &ia &1 @it qaR fobar S, fored
HATY g, R ywRifan e, o1 gea et § frdr it 8

e Though the issue was acknowledged, discussions ultimately failed to produce
concrete outcomes.

T 9 T ! WIHR fohar ma, Tafslt 7 siad: s afvoma 781 Ul

o Regardless, India’s approach, while not without its gaps, stands out not just for what
it offers but also how it engages.

P Iaoe, HRd PT VD01, gl SUH ST &, Had sHP Udmd] & a4 a1 gl
Sfeh 3P JoTd &b Wi & g o I g

e India’s quiet recalibration emphasises trust built through inclusive dialogue,
acknowledging histories, and letting African priorities shape the agenda.

VRA BT TTd e UishaT fIyT R oR <t 8, off THIaEh §aTg % med § A
2, faeTdl &) WieR Bdl B, 3R Pt urufieparsii &1 Toier SeR 37 adt |

Move Beyond Symbolism
3 g1

www.patrioticias.in

e The upcoming India-Africa Forum Summit, anticipated in the near term, could
serve as a vital platform to formalise and solidify these diplomatic efforts through
institutional cooperation.

T HRG-3PIRT BIRA RReR e, St Ade Hiasy & ooféd €, 37 pe-ifas
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T & FRATS TEANT & T I SUaiRe 3R geg R & ol Th Tgaqul
T g aHdT

It presents an opportunity for India to build on recent momentum and demonstrate
that its commitment to partnership and mutual respect is backed by enduring
political resolve.

Ig YR B giferan fd IR U1 S 3R I8 fa@™ &1 3@ UeH axdl & f&
ATZIGRT 3R TRER® I & T 39@! Ufdasdl dd 999 a fehns, Teiad
HHed gRT Jud g

Delivering on this vision will require more than symbolism.

U T B W HA & (o Had YdipTeaddl Taie ol giit|

It will entail confronting structural and operational shortcomings at home and
ensuring that India’s strategic ambitions are matched by sustained investment and
institutional coherence.

0 R R FiRAD 3R uRara-eTs SR} &1 91 S iR g8 gRfdd &R
A 81T fob URd &1 Yu-ifae Agcaraiansii & amaR fHa=r sk wietf=e
AT 9§ Q1 fobar o |

Ultimately, India’s credibility as a Global South partner will rest not only on what it
commits to but also on how consistently and collaboratively it follows through.
3{dc:, THh Tiad HI8Y AIRIGR & U § YRd &t faya=iadr »ad 9% dral R gl
gfewr 39 Rt ARk H3ft i T fpat TR 8iR Teaférs *U ¥ uTe &1 3|

World Nuclear Association (2022) i)

Rank ¢ Country/Region ¢ Uranium production (2022) . Percenta?e of World
(tonnes U)!"] Production (2022)
World 49,355 100.00%

1 Il Kazakhstan 21,227 43.01%

2 I+l Canada 7,351 14.89%

3 BZd Namibia 5,613 11.37%

4 & Australia 4,553 9.22%

5 == Uzbekistan 3,300 (est.) 6.69%

6 mm Russia 2,508 5.08%

7 i Niger 2,020 4.09%

8 il China 1,700 (est.) 3.44%

9 == India 600 (est.) 1.22%

10 B= South Africa | 200 (est.) 0.40%

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page36


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

© '\ TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

patriotic ('

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

A case for judicial introspection

tleast a few from the

ruling dispensation

have asked why the

Opposition is not
formally taking up the electoral
roll issue before the Supreme
Court. However, the reluctance
shown by the major Opposition
parties is quite reasonable and
even justifiable.

The Modi regime promulgated
the Chief Election Commissioner
and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of
Office) Act in 2023 with a view to
nullify the Constitution Bench
judgment in Anoop Baranwal v.
Union of India (2023). The Act
excluded the Chief Justice of India
(CJI) and included a Cabinet
Minister to be nominated by the
Prime Minister in his place, as part
of the Selection Committee for
choosing the Election Commission
of India (ECI). This statute was
legally challenged in several writ
petitions which are yet to be
finally heard. Significantly, the
petitioners also sought a stay of
the enactment. A Bench, led by
Justice Sanjiv Khanna (as he then
was), heard the application for a
stay and rejected it on March 22,
2024, by a detailed order in Dr:
Jaya Thakur and others v. Union of
India (2024). Had the statute been
stayed, the country could have
had a different umpire for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections and the
subsequent Assembly elections. In
all probability, a more
independent ECI could have had
the potential to conduct the
elections more fairly and
impartially. That this did not
happen shows the Supreme
Court’s failure to act at a time
when it was supposed to.

The present type of ECI

In Anoop Baranwal, the
Constitution Bench analysed
Article 324 of the Constitution
dealing with the appointment of
Election Commissioners. It spoke
of the need to take the
appointment “out of the exclusive
hands of the executive”. It said
that “a pliable ECI, an unfair and
biased overseer of the

| G
Kaleeswaram Raj

Lawyer at the
Supreme Court of
India, who also
appeared in the
Anoop Baranwal case

The only way to
rescue our
democracy
would be to
restore the
position laid
down in the
Baranwal
verdict and to
nullify the 2023
enactment.

foundational exercise of adult
franchise, which lies at the heart
of democracy, who obliges the
powers that be, perhaps offers the
surest gateway to acquisition and
retention of power”. The Court
was assertive when it said that
“the outpouring of demands for
an impartial mode of appointment
of the members require, at the
least, the banishing of the
impression that the ECI is
appointed by less than fair
means”. This shows the rationale
behind prescribing the CJI as a
member of the Selection
Committee for the ECL

Yet, a few months later, the
Centre ensured that only “persons
under the thumb of the
executive”, as feared by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, dominate the Selection
Committee. When this was shown
to the Supreme Court, it took a
very conservative and dangerous
stand, saying it won’t interfere
with a statute for it carries a
“presumption of validity”. This is
how the present type of ECI was
allowed to function.

At a time when majoritarianism
often rests on electoral frauds,
courts across the world face newer
challenges, both jurisprudential
and political. In a paper titled
‘Abusive Judicial Review: Courts
Against Democracy’ (2020), David
Landau and Rosalind Dixon have
conducted an extensive global
survey on the topic. According to
them, “courts have upheld and
thus legitimated regime actions
that helped actors consolidate
power, undermine the Opposition,
and tilt the electoral playing field
heavily in their favour”. They
explain that sometimes “(the)
clever authoritarians often do
their manipulation well before
elections have actually been held,
by consolidating power, stacking
key institutions such as courts and
electoral commissions, and
harassing Opposition parties and
leaders”. The paper says courts in
countries such as Venezuela,
Ecuador, and Bolivia aided and
facilitated electoral frauds which
ensured continuation of
autocracies. On the other hand,
there are few instances where the

A Case for Judicial Introspection

RS ATHATIAIR P forg T ATHET

courts could prevent electoral
manipulation and the consequent
subversion of democracy. The
judgment in Baranwal exemplifies
such judicial vigilance.

Fourth branch institutions
Article 324 failed to prescribe a
body free from the ruling
executive for installing the ECL
Modern Constitutions have
reorganised the need to evolve
fourth Branch institutions (in
addition to the executive, the
legislature, and the judiciary)
which are autonomous and
independent of the ruling
dispensation. The Constitution of
South Africa envisages a cluster of
state institutions for “supporting
constitutional democracy”. The
Chapter Nine institutions, as they
are called, include the Electoral
Commission of South Africa. The
silence of the Indian Constitution
prompted the Court in Baranwal
to prescribe a fairer body for
choosing the ECL. It was an
instance of imaginative
interpretation of the relevant
constitutional provision. However,
Parliament failed the Court and
the people when it enacted the
2023 Act. The Court’s refusal to
stay the enactment practically
nullified its own hard labour and
intelligence in redefining the ECI
as an independent fourth branch
establishment.

In India, electoral
manipulation, as alleged by the
Opposition, would call for a
deeper and comprehensive
analysis by a fair agency. The
Court, on its own, will not be able
to carry out this exercise. The only
way to rescue our democracy
would be to restore the position
laid down in the Baranwal verdict
and to nullify the 2023 enactment.
A Selection Committee with the
CJ1 in it will have to induct another
ECI by way of a fresh selection
process. Such an ECI will have to
act as a Truth Commission to
investigate the alleged instances of
electoral scam. The courtesy
expected from the present
dispensation would be to facilitate
such a course by removing the
present ECL.
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Electoral Roll Issue and ECI Concerns

AT e geT SR EC| aeht fiamd

The Present Type of ECI

At least a few from the ruling dispensation have asked why the Opposition is not
formally taking up the electoral roll issue before the Supreme Court.

PV BH $O TS & F NN A 4B ¢ 1 faual g1e T 9E 5 g e
3o ¥ ¥ Fii 761 3o7 @ 8

However, the reluctance shown by the major Opposition parties is quite reasonable
and even justifiable.

gaiﬁs,aéﬁq&ﬁa?ﬁmﬁ@ﬁﬂ%%aﬁﬂmwm 3R gl dep fob ware ot
|

The Modi regime promulgated the Chief Election Commissioner and Other
Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of
Office) Act in 2023 to nullify the Constitution Bench judgment in Anoop Baranwal
v. Union of India (2023).
A1 =M A 2023 § 737 fHatee smge ofk o= fRafe emgaet (Frgfa, dar
DI A SR mﬁ) sifafray Fﬂ‘lﬁv_ﬁﬂ dlfids Anoop Baranwal §9TH HRd |9
(2023) & %ifaem de & fAvka &1 2 fosar o1 wed |
The Act excluded the Chief Justice of India (CJI) and included a Cabinet Minister
to be nominated by the Prime Minister in his place as part of the Selection
Committee for choosing the Election Commission of India (ECI).
=9 fIfTH 3 g1 e YR (CJ1) P T16R fHar 3R IuH! i1 WuT=wA gRI
T Hfaee w@:At o1 ECI aa=T |idfa o =i fosan
This statute was legally challenged in several writ petitions which are yet to be
finally heard.
sﬁ%r&r%ﬁmﬁaéﬁzmﬁmaﬁﬁmﬁ?ﬁaﬂi o 3t ap SifqH = F 7Y
=l
Significantly, the petitioners also sought a stay of the enactment.

EU J, qifadpidarett 7 ifafad o = ot 7
A Bench, led by Justice Sanjiv Khanna, heard the application for a stay and
rejected it on March 22, 2024, in Dr. Jaya Thakur and others v. Union of India
(2024).
TH Ulo, ATafd Heild AT & g H, R & AT 3fiae 1 3R 9 22 AT 2024
&1 Dr. Jaya Thakur 3R 3/ -TH HRA WY (2024) H 3RdIHR & faa
Had the statute been stayed, the country could have had a different umpire for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections and the subsequent Assembly elections.

g ST TR R BT, 1 S & 2024 THTUT TATE 3R ST 16 & fAUTIHT
ATE! & T T 31eT SfUTAR Bl Teball T

In all probability, a more independent ECI could have had the potential to conduct
the elections more fairly and impartially.

Tt GuTaT H, U i waeT ECI TG Bl 31 fAreaer ST dey alie v A

& gl gebal T
That this did not happen shows the Supreme Court’s failure to act at a time when it
was supposed to.

g 1 g <uiaT 3 fb oa 38 Prars o3t 2t 9 Poiv P 3w a &

YhR [ ECI
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In Anoop Baranwal, the Constitution Bench analysed Article 324 of the
Constitution dealing with the appointment of Election Commissioners.

Anoop Baranwal H, dfaur= die 3 snfdwa 324 &1 fazawr fan, S fRafa=
Tgadl & Fgfaa J WEfia 31

It spoke of the need to take the appointment “out of the exclusive hands of the
executive”.

I g1 & gfad &) erdutfereT & faQ gril § a1ex &1 31axas® g

It said that “a pliable ECI, an unfair and biased overseer of the foundational exercise
of adult franchise, which lies at the heart of democracy, who obliges the powers
that be, perhaps offers the surest gateway to acquisition and retention of power”.

I Fel o U aieT ECI, 0% HATUPR & STYRYG 10N &1 3fad ik
TEraTe T, S 1 8 3 A S BT SRl 3, e T WG 3%
TREIUT T T AT 01t ve™ FHRar g7

The Court was assertive when it said that “the outpouring of demands for an
impartial mode of appointment of the members require, at the least, the banishing
of the impression that the ECI is appointed by less than fair means”.

PIC A Teargde ol & Tl &1 et Fgfea & e Al & pe g 4, $a ¥
$HY T8 YHTd geT RIS ¢ [ ECI BT gfad freaes adiel S i $t 15 81
This shows the rationale behind prescribing the CJl as a member of the Selection
Committee for the ECI.

T8 CJI B! ECI & TG FRAfA &7 9w 9 & Ui o1 db <=ifar 2|
Yet, a few months later, the Centre ensured that only “persons under the thumb of
the executive”, as feared by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, dominate the Selection
Committee.

R o, $2 Tl aTe, I A YA fosan fs Haa “srdutfereT & = aafar, S
% ST, dY.3MR. Sras®HR 7 W e e uT, =g+ wftfa ¥ vy vad |

When this was shown to the Supreme Court, it took a very conservative and
dangerous stand, saying it won’t interfere with a statute for it carries a “presumption
of validity”.

e 39 gHH B I o T, @ I Jgd ERETHS 3R WIS 3@ IR,
Wﬁ@%%&@ﬁuﬂﬁwﬁqﬁ@ﬂmﬂﬁ?sﬂﬁ T B} AT URT B

This is how the present type of ECI was allowed to function.

I UHR IdHM UHR BT ECl BT B DI SITART U g

Judicial Challenges Amid Electoral Manipulation

T 2R & el T TR

At a time when majoritarianism often rests on electoral frauds, courts across the
world face newer challenges, both jurisprudential and political.

O TgHAdIE SRR AT eRaTereY W et giar 8, 99 gar 1R & =ararad &
T2 A BT AT HAT TSl 8, o <TIRIRA T 3R Ie-ifa® a1 ¢ |

In a paper titled ‘Abusive Judicial Review: Courts Against Democracy’ (2020),
David Landau and Rosalind Dixon have conducted an extensive global survey.
‘Abusive Judicial Review: Courts Against Democracy (2020) IH® TR ¥, 3fas
AT IR AAwiers feaam = samue affyes wdemr fasar

According to them, “courts have upheld and thus Iegltlmated regime actions that
helped actors consolidate power, undermine the Opposition, and tilt the electoral
playing field heavily in their favour”.

SR, “ATCRI = QTS BIeaTsal & 9 faar ik 3% 9y o=,

ﬁym@m?n Wﬁwwmﬁ, faues &1 HESR FHRA, SR AT A & o0
Ul H Fb H Hag e |
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Sometimes “clever authoritarians often do their manipulation well before elections, by
consolidating power, stacking key institutions such as courts and electoral
commissions, and harassing Opposition parties and leaders”.

F-FN IR THRIE TG I USA B 3O TT TP, T JR131f oI =qrareral
3R frates smat &) afa &, SR faueh gat sfik Adrsit &1 M &A1 [E a1
%a’ %:lll

Courts in countries such as Venezuela, Ecuador, and Bolivia aided and facilitated
electoral frauds, ensuring continuation of autocracies.

IAUal, sPTSR 3R Sifafaar o 3= # <rradl 3 gamdt eRareSt 8§ e &t 3R
U G 91, fS aFTRmg R SR <@

There are few instances where courts could prevent electoral manipulation and the
consequent subversion of democracy.

gﬁwﬁﬁwmmaﬁvmmm%wﬁ
|

The judgment in Baranwal exemplifies such judicial vigilance.

g A fAotg 0 e Jaddr o1 e B |

Fourth Branch Institutions

et RIRET GRITY

Article 324 failed to prescribe a body free from the ruling executive for installing the
ECI.

YRT 324 7 ECI RITUT $3 & o0 WA & SRIUTIeT ¥ Wad fhdl e/ &1 uauH
el fara|

Modern Constitutions have reorganised the need to evolve fourth Branch
institutions which are autonomous and independent of the ruling dispensation.
ey faem = Fieft <mar wweare @ fdwRa HA &1 Al & gifea
a1 8, S TR iR TR WA ¥ Wad 8|

The Constitution of South Africa envisages a cluster of state institutions for
“supporting constitutional democracy”, called Chapter Nine institutions, which
include the Electoral Commission of South Africa.

SFeTUT SABIdT & WA 7 “HaUT® Awdad & THdT B & o Ieg Jwaait
&1 TH THg URTad a1 g, foR Sreama =t |eITE g1 oIl &, Foras gféror et
o1 fafe smaT e g |

The silence of the Indian Constitution prompted the Court in Baranwal to prescribe
a fairer body for choosing the ECI.

YRAH Idfaey™ &1 guil A sara T U™ &1 ECI A & ol U fAwaer e
effed e & forw uiva fomam)

It was an instance of imaginative interpretation of the relevant constitutional
provision.

g Yaftrd Faun-e WU &t Jel-TeTd ARSIl &1 3Tl AT |

However, Parliament failed the Court and the people when it enacted the 2023 Act.
ST, WG 3 e 3R ST o SR T e ST 2023 ifrferae uiika
foa

The Court’s refusal to stay the enactment practically nullified its own hard labour
and intelligence in redefining the ECI as an independent fourth branch
establishment.

SFIFE IR R 9 IHR I AT A 30 W & HiS Uiy 3R gfgwr o
7 R far, S ECI 1 Wad Tt W R & &9 § U: gRHId o= o @l ot

In India, electoral manipulation, as alleged by the Opposition, would call for a
deeper and comprehensive analysis by a fair agency.
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YR H, FATH 8, ST b fuer 3 i fobar 8, 39 forg wep fromer weielt g
T8 3R U faTwur B 3azahdr grft|

e The Court, on its own, will not be able to carry out this exercise.

R2IRINE

30 GH |, T8

1 T8l B Fp|

e« The only way to rescue our democracy would be to restore the position laid down in
the Baranwal verdict and to nullify the 2023 enactment.

TR AHaa B g9 BT THHHA aidT I8 oH [ a-ard a1 Fyiia Rl a1
o1 foraT ST 3iR 2023 Siftfaw &t 37 fasan S|

¢ A Selection Committee with the CJI in it will have to induct another ECI by way of a

fresh selection process.

To 999 Jfafa e cJ1 2nfira s, o) a1 8= ufthar & A1eaH 9 U 3R ECI
e &1 gl

e Such an ECI will have to act as a Truth Commission to investigate the alleged
instances of electoral scam.
T ECI 9 3TN & ¥4 § B $H71 difch gTdt "gierd & Hidd AHd! &I S ol
ST b |

e The courtesy expected from the present dispensation would be to facilitate such a
course by removing the present ECI.

RURE R

g 1Y)

‘Putin agreed to U.S., EU security
guarantees for Ukraine at summit’

Special envoy Steve Witkoff says the US. could offer Article 5like protection, one of the reasons Kyiv wants to be in NATO;

3uferd FRIPTER gg 81 fo5 a8 adw™ ECI &1 gt 39 Ufshar &

he adds that Russia has promised to make a legislative commitment not to go after any additional territory in Ukraine

Assocnated Press
NEW YORK

pecial U.S. envoy
S Steve Witkoff said on

Sunday that Russian
leader Vladimir Putin
agreed at his summit with
President Donald Trump
to allow the U.S. and Euro-
pean allies to offer Ukraine
a security guarantee re-
sembling NATO’s collective
defence mandate as part of
an eventual deal to end the
three-and-a-half-year-long
war.

“We were able to win
the following concession:
That the United States
could offer Article 5-like
protection, which is one of
the real reasons why Uk-
raine wants to be in NATO,”

\ DURSUING

Baby steps: U.S. negotiators claim Vladimir Putin’s robust security
guarantees to be ‘game-changing’. REUTERS

he said on CNN’s State of
the Union. Mr. Witkoff said
it was the first time he had
heard Mr. Putin agree to
that.

European Commission

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj

President Ursula von der
Leyen, speaking at a news
conference in Brussels
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said
that “we welcome Presi-

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
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dent Trump’s willingness
to contribute to Article 5-
like security guarantees for
Ukraine. and the ‘Coalition
of the willing’ — including
the European Union - is
ready to do its share.”

Mr. Witkoff, offering
some of the first details of
what was discussed at Fri-
day’s summit in Alaska,
said the two sides agreed
to “robust security guaran-
tees that I would describe
as game-changing.” He ad-
ded that Russia said that it
would make a legislative
commitment not to go af-
ter any additional territory
in Ukraine.

Mr. Zelenskyy thanked
the U.S. for recent signals
that Washington is willing
to support security guaran-

tees for Ukraine, but said
the details remained
unclear.

Mr. Witkoff defended
Mr. Trump’s decision to
abandon his push for Rus-
sia to agree to an imme-
diate ceasefire, saying the
President had pivoted to-
ward a peace deal because
so much progress was
made.

U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio insisted there
would be “additional con-
sequences” as Mr. Trump
warned before meeting
with Mr. Putin, if they
failed to reach a ceasefire.
But Mr. Rubio noted that
there wasn’t going to be
any sort of deal on a truce
reached when Ukraine
wasn't at the talks.
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‘Putin agreed to U.S., EU security guarantees for Ukraine at
summit’

éﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ]@vﬂﬁmﬁq{w.,é.qm&nmwm

Special envoy Steve Witkoff says the U.S. could offer Article 5-like protection,
one of the reasons Kyiv wants to be in NATO; he adds that Russia has
promised to make a legislative commitment not to go after any additional
territory in Ukraine

iy ga Wa ResTe 3 w1 b sAfveT srgedg 5 SRA YR UM T Tl 2,
g8l TP SR ? fop Fia A1) § i g1 argar §; 31 ol [ 9 3 g o
fopdt it sifafva & R woar 7 F31 F1 faurht ufdegar <1 @1 arer fear g1

e Special U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff said on Sunday that Russian leader Vladimir
Putin agreed at his summit with President Donald Trump to allow the U.S. and
European allies to offer Ukraine a security guarantee resembling NATO’s
collective defence mandate as part of an eventual deal to end the three-and-a-
half-year-long war.

faRly smfvet ga wia fde®iw 1 IdaR ol a1 {6 T A1 sfedik gfasr A
SIS ¢U & 1Y R e H§ ggdid §f fo st 3R gRidig |garit
DI ATEY & ATHFH T&IT SIS ST YRET TRET <, Sl AI¢ i ATd dd & Bl

AT - & o U sifad THeid &1 e g1

e “We were able to win the following concession: That the United States could offer
Article 5-like protection, which is one of the real reasons why Ukraine wants to be
in NATO,” he said on CNN'’s State of the Union. Mr. Witkoff said it was the first time
he had heard Mr. Putin agree to that.

“gr FafaRad fard urd o {6 Jgad Isa AT sgwe 5 ol gRem ueH
IR GHhdl ¢, O 37 IRAdP HRUN H T U ¢ fob i ggp AATET § MAS 1 a8 3,
I5i- AT & e 3T € - R Holl ot faesdiw - w1 f& 78 uge IR o
e I8 4l gl ! 58 forg weHd Bid g1

e European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, speaking at a news
conference in Brussels with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said that
“‘we welcome President Trump’s willingness to contribute to Article 5-like security
guarantees for Ukraine. and the ‘Coalition of the willing’ — including the
European Union — is ready to do its share.”

TR START F 3reAer YaT i 3¢ A4+, 81 a8 1 ggbit gaifedR
S & HIY Teb U BI3hy H BT fob “GH AP €U B r=d¢ 5 Sl & TREY

& foT gebeT § TG A B TR BT W HRd ¢ | 3R BT 3ifw g fafer

— foro qRYdI e 2nfid § — oo fewa A & fog TR g 1

e Mr. Witkoff, offering some of the first details of what was discussed at Friday’s
summit in Alaska, said the two sides agreed to “robust security guarantees that |
would describe as game-changing.” He added that Russia said that it would make a
legislative commitment not to go after any additional territory in Ukraine.

ot faewits, S YWHAR & SARST RRER T § g Idi &1 Ugal f[aaxul Ul
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e, @1 o T walt 3 T FRan MRS W wewly e &, o F AmA
HE| I WSl 7 =7 3 Bel b a8 gopT A ol 4t arfalad &5 R pea A B
3! faumdt wfdagar &l

Mr. Zelenskyy thanked the U.S. for recent signals that Washington is willing to
support security guarantees for Ukraine, but said the details remained unclear.

off Sl A gifera dohdl o forw ARkt o1 y=uarg foarn fas qifivTe ggbet o forg
IRET MR &1 THLT T & oy dIR &, AfdeT 371 g1 b faaron st off s 1
Mr. Witkoff defended Mr. Trump’s decision to abandon his push for Russia to agree

to an immediate ceasefire, saying the President had pivoted toward a peace deal
because so much progress was made.

it fespiw 3 ot du & 39 oy &1 519 fovan fp 3611 T T ThTd o™ W
edfd feam & v &1 Bis faar, ug sed gu fa Ayufd A 2ifd I9eid o1 8k *@
forar ife sgd wifa & gt oY

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio insisted there would be “additional
consequences” as Mr. Trump warned before meeting with Mr. Putin, if they failed to
reach a ceasefire. But Mr. Rubio noted that there wasn’t going to be any sort of deal
on a truce reached when Ukraine wasn’t at the talks.

3Rt fagar w4t ATt wfaa) A SR <o el fob “sifafved ufomar 817 S b ot

<0 7 ot gfee 9 e O ugd et €t o, 3R 3 ggfor™ d% A6l ugd e afe ot

a@ﬁg%w%ﬁﬁwﬁaﬁmﬁg&ﬁww%mwm
EISIERRI
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2024, the Anti

In Telangana. instances of officers getting caught taking a bribe may spar

fal, but it is rarely a

carcer-ender. Bureaucratic delays. alle
Many accused officers not only return to their posts but dlimb the ranks, while prosecutions fade into obscurity.
The result? A system that dlaims to fight
anti-corruption cases end without a sense of justice

GS i Comuption

he call from an unknown number
came on the evening of June 21. Rou-
tine enough, thought 35-year-old sales

executive Adepu Nikhil — until the
voice on the line introduced himself as Sub-In-
spector K.Y. Venugopal from the Women Police

od shoddy investi

aft but too often shields the

There are
several

tions and

olitical shielding’ dr:

g cases (o a crawl.

corrupt. Lavpreet Kaur exposes how

Bribe and

prejudice:

.~ when graft
charges slip
through the
cracks

booked 152 cases — the highest in three years — but secured only 16 convictions, Officiats say the conviction rate is 60-70%, yet most trials stretch for 7-8 years.GETTY IMAGESASTOCKPHOTO

and secured a prime posting.

“This is not an isolated incident,” says Padma-
nabh Reddy, president of the Forum for Good Go
vernance, 4 non-profit working towards securing
good g’n'rm:mce at all levels. “There are several

handed over. When touched, the

exchange captured on camera.

ranged, the complainant is fitted with a hidden
” recorder and currency notes dusted with a

chemical powder called phenolphthalein are
powder leaves
traces visible in a chemical test, with the entire

yees who have been caught

more than onu: but nothing happens to them,

thanks to the file-

pushing culture,”
e

Promotions,

t technically

For misappropriation  2ry ok under the

cases weoftendeal with e ™ are  often

tion on this issue,” the official adds.

Prosecution sanction is another bottleneck
where delays spiral: “Unless the report is airtight,
legally and procedurally, the file can get stuck.™

If the Vigilance Commission flags gaps, files
are sent back; in some cases, the government
withholds sanction altogether, ending the matter
without a trial. Political or departmental links
can further slow down movement.

According to Reddy, the State government de-

nied ACB permission to prosecute in at least 40
cases between 2014 and 2015 alone.

“Since then, at least 13 FIRs have been closed
and six cases dropped entirely. In many other
cases, {les have simply been routed to “depart-

Station, Cyberabad. There had been tensions at | government If the handover succeeds, the accused is | hundreds of pages of granted when of | mental action’; ‘tribunal disciplinary proceed-
home. His marriage to L. Swathi, 30, a private | employees caught ‘red-handed’, taken into custody and | bank statements, digital ~ ficers  approach | ings', which has remained largely inactive due o
company employee, was strained. She had | who have booked under the Prevention of Corruption Act. | transactions and layered  the courts or de- | staff shortages or the ‘Commissioner of Inqui-
moved out months ago. But police involvement? | yen caughy | Press notes and photos follow, but the real work | financial data. Wenced  partmental review | ries’, often led by aretired officer with limited ca-
That was a new line being crossed, he felt. more than begins behind the scenes. more forensic experts, committees. With- | pacity,” he say

At home in Hyderabad's Gachibowli, he was bt ‘The ACB compiles a case file which includes | oo 4o il AL out a changesheet | Internal In(,umewﬁen involve officers knawn
raising their three-year-old son, Agastya, alone. | ©Pce but enquiry reports, witness and accused state- | My filed within a “rea- | to the accused, resulting in cursory questioning

The family’s struggles had been quiet and priv- | nothing ments, forensic results and trap footage, and | lbsand upgraded 00l gonable” time- | and little to zero disciplinary action.
ate, so the news of a formal police complaint and happens to then sends it to the Vigilance Commission for vet. | but our resources are frame, many suc- And when a case does make it to court, judicial

being called in for questioning hit him hard them, ting. To proceed, prosecution sanction — legal | stretched thin and cessfully  argue
He visited the police station that very evening, | thanks to nod before the chargesheet can be filed in court | delays in reports are that  promotions
but the officer handling the case wasn't available. | (o ~ must come from the accused officer’s depart- | routine. cannot be | Weak links in the chain
When he returned the next afternoon, he was file-pushing ment, a process intended to be independent but AN ACB OUFICKAL withheld. Until recently, Telangana had only one special
told a case had been filed four days earlier. The mh'u“_ % | rarely swift. ' In one instance, | ACB court in Nampally, Hyderabad. Two more

charges: cruelty by husband, assault and crimi-
nal intimidation. He was not lone accused; his 63 ficer's
year-old mother, Adepu Vijaya, residing in Kazi- | REODY,

After arrest, the ACB also recommends the of- aDeputy Commer- | have been set up in Warangal and Karimnagar,
twoyearsasper | cial Tax Officer (DCTO), posted in the office of the | but backlogs remain high. “The Nampally court
its own manual and government orders. On pap- | joint Commissioner, Malkajgirl, who was booked | is overburdened. There are no regular judges,

Prevdecs, Farum

Pet of Warangal district, around 200 kilometres
from Hyderabad, was also named in the
complaint.

“My mother is the sole caregiver for my ailing
father and had 1o role in my disagreements with
Swathi. Yet her name was on the FIR," recalls Nik-
hil. When he explained the family situation to the
police officer, the conversation reportedly took &
different turn.

On June 25, during another visit to the police
station, the officer allegedly hinted at a fix: recon-
cile with Swathi and pay 350,000 to have his
mother's name dropped. When Nikhil refused,
the demand dropped to 225,000, the calls press-
ing harder each time.

Two weeks later, Nikhil walked into the station
again. This time, with officers of the Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB) trailing behind. The trap was
swift; the officer was caught with the cash.

His case is now among 22 booked by Telanga-
na ACB in July 2025 alone, which is part of &
broader tally of 148 cases in seven months, 145 ar-
rests, and over ¥30.32 lakh seized.

In a State where corruption is often hard to
prove and harder to prosecute, the case high-
lights how ordinary families, already grappling
with personal crises, can be further ensnared by
abuse of power, leaving them either silenced or,
in rare moments, emboldened to fight back.

The long road to justice

For most people, walking into an ACB office is far
from a routine visit. They arrive anxious, hesitant
and even scared, unsure if speaking out will bring
change o invite trouble.

It begins with a complaint, usually handwrit-
ten or typed, submitted at the local ACB range of-
fice or via the bureau’s online portal. Most allege
that a government official demanded a bribe for a
service supposed to be provided as a matter of
right. Once filed, the ACB verifies the claim, seek-
ing proof such as recordings, chats or other evi-
dence. If the bribe hasn't been paid, officers may
plan a trap.

The operation is precise: mediators are ar

foe Goodd
Gavernance

er, it Is automatic; in practice, it often isn't.

Promotions, plum posts, repeat offenders

Despite a steady rise in ACB cases, systemic de-
terrence remains weak. Many accused officials
face little consequence, securing plum postings
and, in some cases, earning promotions while

proceedings drag on.
On July 12, Panchayat Raj Assistant Engineer
was trapped by the ACB in Ped-
dapalli while accepting bribe of £90,000. He had
earlier been booked in 2017 for allegedly taking
1.5 lakh in Karimnagar, yet continued in service

by ACB in 2013, obtained a court order recom-

mending promotion to Assistant Commissioner,
wuh the case still pending 11 years later. In anoth-
er case, a woman CTO facing disciplinary charges
since 2017 was similarly recommended for pro-
motion. The pattern is clear: institutional delays,
poor follow-up and legal loopholes blunt the im-
pact of corruption cases.

The bureaucratic backdoor

Even with trap videos, recovery of tainted cash
and written complaints, an ACB case rarely
moves in a straight line to conviction.

In 2024, the bureau booked 152 cases ~ highest
in three years - but secured only 16 convictions.
Officials say the conviction rate is 60-70%, yet
most trials stretch for 7-8 years. “These cases re-
present only 5% of actual corruption in the
yone knows it will take
rs, i atall, m reach a S0 even

]

)

trials are dehyvd and pendency keeps growing,”
an ACB official saj

Structural l.u'mt.\dom also continue to weaken
investigations. “For misappropriation cases, we
often deal with hundreds of pages of bank state-
ments, digital transactions and layered financial
data. We need more forensic experts, trained
analysts, better Labs and upgraded tools, but our
resources are stretched thin and delays in reports
are routine,” an official notes.

Reddy says the bureau’s staffing mindset must
change. “An ACB pasting is still seen as a punish-
ment. Like other specialised units, ACB person-
nel should get special allowances or incentives,”
he stresses.

Legal experts warn that the bigger threat lies
in exploiting procedural loopholes that enables
accused officials to return to service with mini
mal consequences. “Removal from service is the

, bu s

the .n‘cuwd treat the proceedings with litte

serious

Structural deficiency, he says, makes the pro-
cess slower. Bail comes within two weeks of ar-
rest, suspension is reviewed in six months and
many officers are reinstated soon after.

oni past never happens,”
says a criminal lawver at the Nampal
He asserts that many delays are deliberate:
FIRs and mediators’ reports in trap cases are rea
dy, yet departments take 100 days or more to file
a chargesheet that could be done in 30. That de-
lay tself weakens the case;” he says
', accused officers often secure

right from the day i
the accused official draws halfsalary and 75%
dearness allowance, and receives full pay after
six months. If the departmental review commit-
tee finds no strong reason to extend the suspen
sion, which Reddy says is common, they are post-
ed back to work.

“In most cases, the committee just lets it go.
since the accused officer has to be paid the entire
salary after six months, the government prefers
they come back on job,” says a senior official of
ACB on condition of anonymity.

Early reinstatement happens in 5-6% of cases,
says another ACB official. A recent Supreme
Court ruling, stating that suspension should not
exceed six months unless a chargesheet is filed,
has further opened the door for accused officers
to return early via committee orders or court ap-
peals. “There needs to be clarity and reconcilia-

reinstatement lhmuxh High Court or tribunal or-
ders, he adds. Poor prosecution is another weak-
ness, he rues: “Public prosecutors handling ACB
cases are often poorly trained and lack the legal
expertise to match the defence. If we are serious
about securing convictions, we need our best la-
wyers on such cases.” Advocate Immaneni Rama
Rao echoes similar concerns, noting that political
and bureaucratic interference continues to com-
promise accountability. “There is a lackadaisical
approach when it comes to certain individuals.
That selective leniency creates public suspicion,”
he says.

While technology and online portals have im-
proved reporting, he warns that unless the role of
influential State actors is reined in, structural
protections will continue to shield tainted offi-
cials.

In Telangana, corruption cases rarely end careers
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AT § YPTRIR & AT UATIC 31 FINAR TH B 8

In Telangana, instances of officers getting caught taking a bribe may spark a scandal,
but it is rarely a career-ender. Bureaucratic delays, alleged shoddy investigations and
‘political shielding’ drag cases to a crawl.

aeTHT , TRl & fYyd Ad TS 9 &1 g UieTd &1 o & "l 8, Afh 98
mﬁwﬁwﬁmmmﬁmaﬁaﬁm%lmaﬁ PRI TR o 3R
IS &0 /el & AT PR ad 2|

www.patrioticias.in

e Many accused officers not only return to their posts but climb the ranks, while
prosecutions fade into obscurity.

R ISR 7 Had U TS IR IUY died § dfep 3 A f Tgd §, Tafe

SIS YT IS ST 8|

e The result? A system that claims to [Ight graft but too often shields the corrupt.
Lavpreet Kaur exposes how anti-corruption cases end without a sense of justice.
Tfom? U U1 Red Sl YPRIR | @81 &1 a1 HRdT § b 3R Y arll &l
1A & | david B foardt € i 8 ygrmR-=dht A f5m = &t HiaT & @@ 8
ST § |

e The call from an unknown number came on the evening of June 21. Rou tine
enough, thought 35-year-old sales executive Adepu Nikhil — until the voice on the
line introduced himself as Sub-Inspector K.Y. Venugopal from the Women Police
Station, Cyberabad.

21 S &1 MY P! U 3RTd AaR I DI AT Tg ATHRI T, Wil 35 aulg e
TeliRgfed 33y a7 — I§ d% & A8 W 1A A Ga & Ja-3dex $.9715.
JURTIITE, S8 g =M, AIgaRTEIg § Sarl|

e There had been tensions at home. His marriage to L. Swathi, 30, a private company
employee, was strained. She had moved out months ago. But police involvement?

That was a new line being crossed, he felt.

TR T TG UT| ITH! TS} TA. ITfd, 30, S T UIgde Hu-it wHar off, F a-raquf off|
I8 eI Ugd 8l IR 318 gt Y| Afds gfer Y wrfierRt? ST am fs s oo 15
G UR TR

e At home in Hyderabad’s Gachibowli, he was raising their three-year-old son,
Agastya, alone.

& TAEIgel # TR R, 98 3% di- 9ulT 3¢ 3RS P 3Pba UTdl 8T U7

e The family’s struggles had been quiet and private, so the news of a formal police
complaint and being called in for questioning hit him hard.

URaR &1 Ty id 3R Foft U1, 9oy situanie gfers Rrerd ik ggae & fau
AT O &1 GaR A 39 TERTS J THIfad o

e He visited the police station that very evening, but the olicer handling the case
wasn'’t available.

Ig ST M YR W= TR, Afeh A &1 HUTAH arel 3B RT Ids g1 |

e When he returned the next afternoon, he was told a case had been [led four days
earlier. The charges: cruelty by husband, assault and criminal intimidation.
IS 98 3T SUeR dliel, Y 38 aaran T b °R fa ugd U 39 3ol & g B
3RIY: Ifd §RT T, THAT 3R SRS SIFT-YTHH|

e He was not lone accused; his 63-year-old mother, Adepu Vijaya, residing in
Kazipet of Warangal district, around 200 kilometres from Hyderabad, was also
named in the complaint.
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IE SHhal ARIUT T UT; ITH! 63 aHfa AT, 33Y fawrg, o avTer ford & Sreitie
(RSTETE A T 200 Bt gR) & et o, o) 1} Rrepraa & ifdya fowam mam

“My mother is the sole caregiver for my ailing father and had no role in my
disagreements with Swathi. Yet her name was on the FIR,” recalls Nikhil.

TR A TR TR a1 31 srahalt SIUTT B arell § SR 3T TR 3R wifa & o
3TEHfd T BIs A1-T 81 U7l fbR off Sep7 917 vwemgemR § o1 e a1e #vd B
When he explained the family situation to the police olIcer, the conversation
reportedly took a different turn.

I I gy STt o) ufkaR @ fRufa Toes, ot aTdeid HiRd aR R e fazm
EEIRIE]

On June 25, during another visit to the police station, the olcer allegedly hinted at a
fix: reconcile with Swathi and pay ¥50,000 to have his mother's name dropped.

25 S $I Gfer WRH &1 e 3R I & GRM, SRAGRT A ST dR R TH FHIUH BT
SRIRT BT T & THAAT BRI 3R SO T 6T AT geaH & foT 250,000 &I

When Nikhil refused, the demand dropped to ¥25,000, the calls pressing harder each
time.

9 fAfRad A 71 fopa, @ 9T geah 225,000 81 718, 3R 8% IR HId P a9 §¢ 14T
Two weeks later, Nikhil walked into the station again. This time, with ol cers of the
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) trailing behind. The trap was swift; the olicer was
caught with the cash.

&l g 916, AR iy 8 WrH H qIied gl 39 aR 39d Ul Uel-ave &1
(ACB) & 3BT &1 T BRA f93T; fIBHRT P et & 1Y UHaT T |

His case is now among 22 booked by Telangana ACB in July 2025 alone, which is
part of a broader tally of 148 cases in seven months, 145 arrests, and over ¥30.32
lakh seized.

YT AT 3F Had JaTg 2025 H A@-T ACB GRT of 22 U@l § I U& 7, S
T 71 A 148 WA, 145 RRUaTRAT 3R 230.32 ARG F 4fUd &Y o=t & U
3fferg o1 e gl

In a State where corruption is often hard to prove and harder to prosecute, the case
highlights how ordinary families, already grappling with personal crises, can be
further ensnared by abuse of power, leaving them either silenced or, in rare
moments, emboldened to fight back.

TS U T B S8 UBTIR $I TIfad FHRA1 B 3R SRS 1 iR o B3 §,
T I feraTd § 6 3 R uRaR, S uge 3 & ol Yae! ¥ e ¥, e S
SOUANT I 3R B Tavd &, Fored 3 a1l gu 81 oI § 1, gy & &, Udea ded &
o 9189 a1 od §

The long road to justice
I dPp IdT T

For most people, walking into an ACB olice is far from a routine visit. They arrive
anxious, hesitant and even scared, unsure if speaking out will bring change or invite
trouble.

SIGTR A1 o folU, ACB PTaterd § ST Teh HIHI a1 § §gd o 5| d fifera,
feafeand oik a5l d® & X gU o1 &, I8 YT e i Sia- ¥ Seard Se a1
e g

It begins with a complaint, usually handwritten or typed, submitted at the local ACB
range office or via the bureau’s online portal.

I8 U%h RIS I Y& 81 7, ST HHAR R gAeIRad 31 <8 &1 g5 gl o, 3R 39
RO ACB ¥ HHAtad & I1 &R & SATHETS Uidd & 1y 3 ST fhan S g
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e Most allege that a government official demanded a bribe for a service supposed to
be provided as a matter of right.

3fIPR BT RIY BT & b Tp TRPRY UfUBRY 7 Ry 7ih 39 a1 & fow oy
HR & = H faar SHr =nfeul

e Once filed, the ACB verifies the claim, seeking proof such as recordings, chats or
other evidence.

S €t frprad o gl 8, ACB 313 &1 il &Rl §, 3R RepIfed, A AT 39 Jgd
SRt gHTOTeRaT daTerdT |

e [f the bribe hasn’t been paid, officers may plan a trap.

3R Ryd &1 YA 781 fopar T g, < SiferepTs) SiTet (@) &) Aioi1 a1 Iahd & |
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w@emmﬁﬁ%m%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ@um
o1 gaT foa, SIgT STell U1g ¥ed §: ST
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NEW DELHI

The proposed changes to
the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) regime will be-
nefit the poor, middle
class, traders, and entre-
preneurs, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Sunday.

“For us, reform signifies
the advancement of good
governance, which is why
we place strong emphasis
on continuous improve-
ment,” Mr. Modi said,
while inaugurating two key
highway projects in the Na-
tional Capital Region — the
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Delhi section of the Dwar-
ka Expressway and the Ur-
ban Extension Road-II. “As
part of this vision, next-
generation reforms will be
introduced under the GST
framework. This Diwali,
these GST reforms will
bring a double bonus to
the people,” he said.

“Every family, the poor
and the middle class, small
and big entrepreneurs,
and every trader and busi-
nessman will benefit from
this,” he added. The chang-
es to the GST were first an-
nounced by Mr. Modi in his
Independence Day address
on Friday.

According to sources,
the new GST structure,
with 18% and 5% rates, will
have the twin objectives of
making tax categories and
compliance processes sim-
pler and more rational.

“This has been in the
making for a while. Our
learnings from the past
eight years has gone into
this, and this will be a fun-
damental change in the
template of taxation,” one
senior functionary said.
“The new GST regime will
make our taxation more
equitable and will see re-
duced taxes. The template
will be more from the con-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the Dwarka Expressway during
the inauguration of its Delhi section on Sunday. bPR PMO

sumers’ point of view, and
will be explained to the
States from the consumers’
point of view.”

The Centre expects any

reduction in revenues to
be soon offset by new bu-
oyancy in the economy
stemming from the rate ra-
tionalisation and process

simplification.

“Reduced rates will not
lead to reduced revenues,
and we expect compliance
and collection going up,”
an official said, adding that
the forthcoming regime
will be “fiscally sustaina-
ble”.

Most of the items in the
28% rate of the GST will
move to 18% and “a few”
will go to a 40% bracket,
which will apply to excep-
tional items, termed as “sin
goods”, sources said.

The Centre expects the
States to be on board with
the proposals in time for
the Deepavali deadline.

GST reforms will benefit the poor and middle class: PM

SHETd YR TS 3R HegH IFf &1 a1H S ger=w=

The proposed changes to the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime will

benefit the poor, middle class, traders, and entrepreneurs, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Sunday.

I T4 a1 D (ST HUImelt # ywdifad ggard TRIal, wead o, il iR
IR B A1H ST, I8 91d YUTHHA g AT A AAaR B St

o “For us, reform signifies the advancement of good governance, which is why we
place strong emphasis on continuous improvement,” Mr. Modi said, while
inaugurating two key highway projects in the National Capital Region — the Delhi
section of the Dwarka Expressway and the Urban Extension Road-Il.

“TAR foTT JUR F1 31 & GRIMEA DI Wi, T8 HROT g b g0 RO R R &R &d

g ot Ict 3 el 5@ S

THUIA T feeel! TS 3R TR N$-q) FT Igure |
e “As part of this vision, next-generation reforms will be introduced under the GST
framework. This Diwali, these GST reforms will bring a double bonus to the
people,” he said.
‘= BP0 & dgd, Shewdt e 7 SrTelt Fidt & ur 9 iy Sman | 59 faareh w,
Y TS GUR SHAT & oY GRAT S99 AT,” 3514 HeTl

o “Every family, the poor and the middle class, small and big entrepreneurs, and

every trader and businessman will benefit from this,” he added. The changes to the
GST were first announced by Mr. Modi in his Independence Day address on

Friday.

B URAR, TR 3 7eAH T, BT 3R 98 I, 3R 8 ATURY 3R Saaardt 398

IS &F T S U gTsa uRaeTS — gRe®T
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ATHIRIT §17,” 3817 PeT| Sheddl § 9gard & 9o st M} 3 Y9 Ugd YEpaR &
30 Tl fgad & daies | o1 ot

e According to sources, the new GST structure, with 18% and 5% rates, will have the
twin objectives of making tax categories and compliance processes simpler and
more rational.
Gl & SR, a7 SHUeY o, S aw 18% 3NR 5% ¥ g, F7 I5%a B Aforat
3R quTa ufsrarat & TR SR 34fi% arfdes s 8|

e “This has been in the making for a while. Our learnings from the past eight years
has gone into this, and this will be a fundamental change in the template of
taxation,” one senior functionary said.
“Ug O T U §9 381 5| ISl 3116 aui & gAR 3Yd 398 MU fPY MU B, 3R
g HRIYM & Gid & Ueb Hiferd UiRad s1T,” U Ry UGIIGRT A Hgl

e “The new GST regime will make our taxation more equitable and will see reduced
taxes. The template will be more from the consumers’ point of view, and will be
explained to the States from the consumers’ point of view.”
! firelT | gl siftar Suwiars & TSI g, 3R 3 wrsal &f off Susiiaarsit
& EPHI  FHAT ST |

e The Centre expects any reduction in revenues to be soon offset by new buoyancy in
the economy stemming from the rate rationalisation and process simplification.
&5 P I0IE ¢ o Yora H el ot ft D1 4RUS o) & AT 3R ufeharsit
&b TR Y I rfarawt & 75 aoft § feg; & g ot

o “Reduced rates will not lead to reduced revenues, and we expect compliance and
collection going up,” an official said, adding that the forthcoming regime will be
“fiscally sustainable”. _
“HH 3 IoTed H Bt Tt andaft, iR gH IWie B & Srurer SR TUg 98, Uk
a&@ﬂmﬁw, 1Y 81 g8 Y SISl b 3 a1l a1 ISy 4 | fedrss

I

e Most of the items in the 28% rate of the GST will move to 18% and “a few” will go to
a 40% bracket, which will apply to exceptional items, termed as “sin goods”,
sources said.

Il = g1 fob SIS $1 28% TR aTeht SHfrhizr TXGY 18% H 311 ST 3R "G
40% Foft & Tt S, S faRiy awgeff R @y gt forg “uTd 9@ gl ST B |

e The Centre expects the States to be on board with the proposals in time for the
Deepavali deadline.

Fg P IFIE § 5 IeT 37 varal B Sruraet # g9 AT 96 TR HR A

www.patrioticias.in
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T.N. offers incentives
to entities engaged in
semlconductor design

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

gggeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Building on its position as
the frontrunner in India’s
electronics and semicon-
ductor landscape, Tamil
Nadu has sanctioned the
Semiconductor  Design
Promotion Scheme under
its 500-crore Tamil Nadu
Semiconductor  Mission
2030 (TNSM 2030).
Announced in the Tamil
Nadu Budget 2025, the
scheme is aimed at turbo-
charging the State’s fabless
design ecosystem by offer-
ing targeted subsidies and

prototyping grants.

Govt. support
According to a Govern-
ment Order, financial in-
centives and facilitation
support will be extended
to Tamil Nadu-based enti-
ties engaged in semicon-
ductor design for integrat-
ed circuits, chipsets,
system on chips, IP cores,
and semiconductor-linked
design. For instance, for
firms whose products are
commercially deployed, a
payroll subsidy will be of-
fered for Tamil Nadu resi-
dents. It will be 30% in the
initial year, 25% in the se-
cond year, and 20% in the
third year. This subsidy
will be capped at ¥20,000
per employee per month.
Companies whose pro-
ducts are yet to be com-
mercially deployed, a pay-
roll subsidy covering 50%
of the payroll cost (basic
wages) of the employees
for three years will be gi-
ven, subject to a ceiling of
5 crore per company. The
company should demon-
strate the proposed pro-

The government will extend
payroll subsidies to specific
firms. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

duct’s technical viability to
an expert committee.

The State will negotiate
with national and interna-
tional semiconductor fabs
to get concessional rates
for fabricating the chips
designed by the local com-
panies. The government
will encourage the use of
Tamil Nadu-designed semi-
conductor products in pu-
blic procurement.

Industries Minister
T.R.B. Rajaa said, “We are
unfazed by major semicon-
ductor investments being
dragged to other States,
despite our unmatched ta-
lent pool and mature elec-
tronics ecosystem with glo-
bal players. While we
continue to attract invest-
ments in manufacturing,
we will focus on semicon-
ductor design and re-
search and development.”

Students to be trained
New centres of excellence
will provide the infrastruc-
ture required for chip de-
sign and testing.

The government will fa-
cilitate the training of
1,000 students from engi-
neering colleges in the
State under a semiconduc-
tor workforce programme.

T.N. offers incentives to entities
engaged in semiconductor design

daffraarg A At sder fSomsa & e
TwyT3ff B Uiedre fear

Building on its position as the frontrunner in India’s
electronics and semiconductor landscape, Tamil
Nadu has sanctioned the Semiconductor Design
Promotion Scheme under its ¥500-crore Tamil Nadu
Semiconductor Mission 2030 (TNSM 2030).

YRd & 3R Gftpsaer &7 A spyoft fRufa

TR TUTRA o, afaHTg 7 U+ T500-HS afia-Tg
Airsaes fO= 2030 (TNSM 2030) & d8d AHIH ST

IESIERRCIRERIEE IR TR

¢ Announced in the Tamil Nadu Budget 2025, the
scheme is aimed at turbocharging the State’s fabless
design ecosystem by offering targeted subsidies and
prototyping grants.

qoic 2025 | U, §9 FIoHT ST 33T 4

& raay fEwTgH soiRned o afdm aferst ok
Hielersiin gicH & dreaw | asfht TR
e Govt. support

HeTadl
e According to a Government Order, financial
incentives and facilitation support will be extended to
Tamil Nadu-based entities engaged in semiconductor
design for integrated circuits, chipsets, system on
chips, IP cores, and semiconductor-linked design.

TP IXPRT M F AR, fadta wiears= i gfaw
Tl afaATg-ATUTRa TwT3f &1 &f et o
3éhics Afbhew, Rudew, Rrew o i, sngdt &R
aﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁmm%ﬂm%mm
fesig= o et 81

¢ For instance, for firms whose products are
commercially deployed, a payroll subsidy will be
offered for Tamil Nadu residents. It will be 30% in the
initial year, 25% in the second year, and 20% in the
third year. This subsidy will be capped at ¥20,000 per
employee per month.

IaTevul & forg, foF Hufal & Iaure sarawfiie ©u A dF1d fae e €, 32
aftremrg fHair & g WRia afewdt € st ag uga ad o 30%, gav ad o
25% 3R TR a4 | 20% g1 a5 aferst ufa HHant ufd 918 220,000 9@ Hifea
Huil
o Companies whose products are yet to be commercially deployed, a payroll
subsidy covering 50% of the payroll cost (basic wages) of the employees for
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three years will be given, subject to a ceiling of ¥5 crore per company. The
company should demonstrate the proposed product’s technical viability to an
expert committee.

o1 Sufral & Iaure onft ayrawRie T U d a8l frr e €, S e aui &
fore wraTial @ WRId aRTa (Y& ad9) BT 50% HaR B aret dferst &F seafy,
Afd HU 25 HRIs DI WAT & 3Hefi=T 1 HUN B IRaATfad TG B aHAID

Fagridl Us [aivg wftfa &) welkia &1 gift

The State will negotiate with national and international semiconductor fabs to

get concessional rates for fabricating the chips designed by the local

companies. The government will encourage the use of Tamil Nadu-designed
emlconductor products in public procurement.

IS P SR Qb Bod & AT FTadid S a1fd R
Huf-al gRT f$HTSH T 7T e &1 g9 & fere fearad! g8 e ad | ReR
Wﬁwﬂg&?}aﬁaﬁm%ﬁmmwﬁmm%GWﬁ
weared |

Industries Minister T.R.B. Rajaa said, “We are unfazed by major semiconductor
investments being dragged to other States, despite our unmatched talent pool
and mature electronics ecosystem with global players. While we continue to
attract investments in manufacturing, we will focus on semiconductor design
and research and development.”

IR WAt & 3R, e A FET, <59 UgE i saex A & = Isdi | oA
q gHTfad &, wm%mwmmmﬁvmwa;
1Y URUS sAFIHTT sHIRNRCEH 8| Safd g0 fufor & fAawr sefifa r et
TG4 B, 79 Aftreaer fewms SR SRy vd e wR e Sisa &t
Students to be trained

Bl o ulRiféra fear smem

New centres of excellence will provide the infrastructure required for chip
design and testing.

T Ipyal dx Ry fEwrea iR wdierur & fore smawas gf~ardt eian ueM &3
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o The government will facilitate the training of 1,000 students from engineering
colleges in the State under a semiconductor workforce programme.

TXPR I & FON-IRIT Bidsl & 1,000 BT B AH BT THBIRT
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Grassland invaders stifle Assam’s island-like
national park home to feral horses: study

.....................

GUWAHATI

A new study has identified
at least two native plants
that have joined invasive
species to alter the riverine
ecosystem of eastern As-
sam’s Dibru-Saikhowa Na-

substantial areas of grass-
land [29.94 sq. km], de-
graded forest [10.87 sq.
km)], semi-evergreen forest
[12.33 sq. km], and bare
land [10.50 sq. km] were
converted to shrubland. In
2024, degraded forest
further increased, cover-

nal species, many of which
are already globally threa-
tened due to ongoing habi-
tat loss.

“The concern is height-
ened by the fact that nume-
rous species are endemic
to the grasslands found in
the floodplains of this re-

tional Park (DSNP), the on- 5 ing 80.52sq. km [23.47%],” gion. Notable species
ly habitat of feral horses in 7 A : = the study said. which are rapidly decreas-
India. Unwelcome guests: Native and invasive plant species are changing This change was the out-  ing include the Bengal flor-

These species have ad-
ded to the changes in the
grassland-dominated
DSNP landscape, largely at-
tributed to the recurring
Brahmaputra river floods
and increasing anthropo-
genic pressures from villag-
es located within its boun-
daries, the study said.

The native “grassland in-
vaders” are Bombax
ceiba and Lagerstroemia
speciosa — flowering trees
known as Simalu and Ajar
in Assamese. Their impact
on the local vegetation has

the riverine ecosystem of the national park. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

na odorata and Ageratum
conyzoides, herb Partheni-
um hysterophorous and
climber Mikania
micrantha.

The study titled Grass-
lands in Flux, analysing the
land use and land cover
(LULC) changes in Dibru-
Saikhowa from its designa-
tion as a national park in
1999 through 2024, was
published in the latest is-
sue of Earth, an interna-
tional, peer-reviewed jour-

graphic information sys-
tems to analyse the LULC
changes in DSNP, an is-
land-like formation bet-
ween the Brahmaputra to
the north and the Dibru
river to the south.
According to their stu-
dy, grasslands covered
28.78% of the 425 sq. km
DSNP in 2000, followed by
semi-evergreen  forests
(25.58%). By 2013, shru-
bland became the most
prominent class (81.31 sq.

come of the conversion of
11.46 sq. km of shrubland
and 27.48 sq. km of semi-
evergreen forest into de-
graded forest, indicating a
substantial and consistent
decline in grassland, the
study noted. Forest degra-
dation can lead to loss of
biodiversity, threaten the
survival of local fauna, and
reduce carbon storage, po-
tentially intensifying cli-
mate change.

The study stated that
the changes in the “natural
structure and function” of

ican [Houbaropsis benga-
lensis], hog deer [Axis
porcinus], and swamp
grass babbler [Prinia cine-
rascens],” the study said.

The DNSP is also home
to some 200 feral horses,
which are descendants of
military horses abandoned
during World War 2.

The study recommend-
ed a targeted grassland re-
covery project that would
encompass the control of
invasive species, improved
surveillance,  increased
staffing, and the relocation

been as worrying as thatof  nal on earth science. km), and degraded forest  the DSNP landscape posea  of forest villages and sup-
the invasive species, which The researchers used expanded to 75.56 sq. km. serious threat to the surviv-  port  community-based
include shrubs Chromolae-  remote sensing and geo- “During this period, al ofgrassland-obligate fau- conservation efforts.

Grassland invaders stifle Assam’s island-like national park

home to feral horses: study
T SMHHUTSTNG] = STH & G1U i AT S i
<dT feur, 8T SivTell Uis ¥8d 8: Sreua=

A new study has identified at least two native plants that have joined invasive
species to alter the riverine ecosystem of eastern Assam’s Dibru-Saikhowa
National Park (DSNP), the only habitat of feral horses in India.

TP U YT A FH A HH & VI Nyl 1 ygar- &1 g ol smpre

welTfaral & A1y fAaes o/ & qdf 8 & feg-aatar

I (SITTUl) B

T uIRfRIfa®) o 3 a5 faar 8, St WRd | SiTelt gis! &1 THAT S1ar g

e These species have added to the changes in the grassland-dominated DSNP
landscape, largely attributed to the recurring Brahmaputra river floods and

increasing anthropogenic pressures from villages located within its boundaries, the

study said.
3T 3 el b 3 yoitad) < Srewedt Bt grayfi-uu Yed § gead SS g,
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o The native “grassland invaders” are Bombax ceiba and Lagerstroemia speciosa —
flowering trees known as Simalu and Ajar in Assamese.
R “gRIYfY STFHUIERY SRy WaT 3R AR ToraT WS § — Baar
Us forg Srafirar v o RATe 3R 3R &gl Sl 7

e Their impact on the local vegetation has been as worrying as that of the invasive
species, which include shrubs Chromolaena odorata and Ageratum conyzoides,
herb Parthenium hysterophorous and climber Mikania micrantha.

DT THTT R AU TR 31 5 FidreHe 381 8 f1a1 fas siiemes yemfaat &1,
o el shIMATeAT SIRTET 3R ToRTeH HifFwigsy, Set-g¢t urdfraw
RRAERY 3R dar fisf~rar ArgwiaT miHd g

e The study titled Grasslands in Flux, analysing the land use and land cover (LULC)
changes in Dibru-Saikhowa from its designation as a national park in 1999 through
2024, was published in the latest issue of Earth, an international, peer-reviewed
journal on earth science.

Ty § ufvad= 2 arer sreqg, forad yftr Suah iR Yfy smarvr
(TergEert) H 9GdTa BT fa=ayur foar T, S feg-Satar &1 1999 H s 3o i
B Y AR 2024 Tob §Y, D1 3 T4 SRRITIY, T HI-HITE T Ul &
Fd-aH 3 § UHIRId fobar T |

e The researchers used remote sensing and geographic information systems to
analyse the LULC changes in DSNP, an island-like formation between the
Brahmaputra to the north and the Dibru river to the south.

Meyatal 4 gREAS! qB-IP AR HRTITID Ja-T YUITelt BT ST B SITATTT
o TergueRil Seard! o fazawur far, S IR H FeTYT iR fér ¥ fag Ad & s
T 410 o ST B

e According to their study, grasslands covered 28.78% of the 425 sq. km DSNP in
2000, followed by semi-evergreen forests (25.58%). By 2013, shrubland became the
most prominent class (81.31 sq. km), and degraded forest expanded to 75.56 sq.

km.

I P T & IR, 2000 F 425 T fpelt & Stwaedt & urayfiat 28.78% &5 &I
HaR Bl ff, T a1 3re-GaTaeR o (25.58%) 31d A1 2013 T HSIHH Tad
T 37 99 75 (81.31 T fabeh), 3R 3ad 9 dgax 75.56 af ft g1 Ul

e “During this period, substantial areas of grassland [29.94 sq. km], degraded forest
[10.87 sq. km], semi-evergreen forest [12.33 sq. km], and bare land [10.50 sq. km]
were converted to shrubland. In 2024, degraded forest further increased, covering
80.52 sq. km [23.47%)],” the study said.

T AT P TRM, Ty [29.94 T fow), 3ra=7d a1 [10.87 T3t fapedly, sref-TaraeR
I [12.33 af fobel), IR SoR YW [10.50 o fpe) & &< R FyfH & uRafda &
Q| 2024 H 39d 9 3R dgHR 80.52 T fHHY [23.47%] B 7TU,” 31 A FHeTl

e This change was the outcome of the conversion of 11.46 sq. km of shrubland and

27.48 sq. km of semi-evergreen forest into degraded forest, indicating a substantial
and consistent decline in grassland, the study noted.

g JGaTd 11.46 I fopelt IS SR 27.48 Tt foel} aref-TaeeR a4 & s@-d a
g%iagﬁﬁgqﬁﬂmmﬁhw@ﬁaésﬁvwﬁwmméw% ST A
|

o Forest degradation can lead to loss of biodiversity, threaten the survival of local
fauna, and reduce carbon storage, potentially intensifying climate change.

I 3ol 9 fafduar & o, R sha-sigsil & SRdd &1 TR, 3R S
YSRUT § HH! BT HRUT & Gobl! g, ORI FTearg gk 3R dol gl 9&dl g
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The study stated that the changes in the “natural structure and function” of the DSNP
landscape pose a serious threat to the survival of grassland-obligate faunal
species, many of which are already globally threatened due to ongoing habitat
loss.

3170 A bl foh Seagdt uResy &t Uigpfds W1 3R BRI # seard aryfH-

R Sha-sig wenfoat & sifda & e 1R Wt Uy dxar g, o d S &3 T <@
amw%m%ﬁﬁﬁ%%wwam%

“The concern is heightened by the fact that numerous species are endemic to the
grasslands found in the floodplains of this region. Notable species which are rapidly
decreasing include the Bengal florican [Houbaropsis bengalensis] hog deer
[Axis porcinus], and swamp grass babbler [Prinia cinerascens],” the study said.

Ric 29 720 @ 3R g S 2 b S Tl 39 & &) STguf & U o arel
IRIYFH Bt RATFD € | Iea-19 TSTIfardt St ool § 1 @61 § S4 QMfid § e
TP BRI saii], 1 f$ar [efRad uiRdi=), 3R W& I s9er
Frferar A=), sieoa= = ol

The DNSP is also home to some 200 feral horses, which are descendants of military
horses abandoned during World War 2.

Sleguadt T 200 STt TS &1 4 R B, S fgdia Ay ge F SRA B MU I
ISl & 9= g

The study recommended a targeted grassland recovery project that would
encompass the control of invasive species, improved surveillance, increased
staffing, and the relocation of forest villages and support community-based
conservation efforts.

T A T Aferd arayfi gavifta uRaiern o Riwi &, ford smptas
yerTfadl W R, SgaR AR, 9t g3 el s fFAgfe, ok 9= wial &1
AT qUT TG -SATUTRE W& YAl &1 9 2nfid ghm|
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Biodiversity everywhere is ordered
by a common ‘hidden’ pattern

A new study has found that biodiversity is organised like an onion: with dense, unique biodiversity at the centre and grading outward towards porous, mixed margins; these

findings could reveal insights into the basic forces that assemble nature’s living mosaics and show conservationists where protection could have the biggest payoff

Hirra Azmat

Vasudevan Mukunth

or almost two centuries,

biologists have divided the earth

into large biogeographical

regions. Each region hosts a
unique mix of species shaped by its own
history, climate, and barriers, such as
oceans and mountains. Because those
histories differ, many scientists assumed
the inner layout of species inside every
region would be idiosyncratic — that
South America’s biodiversity, for
example, would organise itself in a very
different way from Africa’s.

At the same time, global rules clearly
exist. Tropical zones almost everywhere
teem with life while polar zones host far
fewer species. The authors of a new study
wondered: could there also be a universal
rule inside each biogeographical region,
one that transcended continents, oceans,
and even entire branches of the tree of
life?

Answering that question could reveal
the basic forces that assemble nature’s
living mosaics and show conservationists
where protection could deliver the biggest
payoff.

Peeling the onion

A new study, authored by scientists in
Spain, Sweden, and the UK, reported just
such a pattern in the July edition of Nature
Ecology & Evolution.

According to University of Kashmir
Department of Botany assistant professor
Irfan Rashid, the study provides a rare,
large-scale, data-backed confirmation of a
general rule in biogeography.

In search of a hidden rule, the
researchers cast an exceptionally wide
net. They studied more than 30,000
species, including birds, mammals,
amphibians, reptiles, rays, dragonflies,
and trees. Information about the species”
ranges came from global databases such
as the TUCN Red List, BirdLife
International, and US Forest inventories.
The team also tiled the earth’s surface
into thousands of cells of equal area —
each about 111 sq. km for most land
animals, for example — and recorded all
the species living there.

Then the researchers used a network
analysis tool called Infomap to group
those cells together whose species
frequently co-occurred. Each cluster thus
became a biogeographical region, and the
species most tied to that region were
tagged as characteristic, i.e. as belonging
to its core community. Species that spilled
over from neighbouring regions were
called non-characteristic.

Finally, they took snapshots of four
types of diversity in every cell: species

richness (how many characteristic species
live here), biota overlap (what fraction of
species are non-chracteristic); occupancy
(how widely do characteristic species
range); and endemicity (how much of
each characteristic species’ range is
confined to that region alone).

With these four numbers in hand, the
researchers ran a clustering algorithm on
all the cells. If biodiversity organised itself
differently among different kinds of
organisms, cells from birds would cluster
apart from cells from mammals, and so
on. If a common rule existed, however,
the algorithm would lump cells from
many different taxa together.

This is how the researchers were
eventually able to split the world into
seven repeating biogeographical sectors.
More importantly, they found that the
sectors appear again and again inside
every major region and for every
taxonomic group, lining up in a
remarkably orderly pattern.

The core hotspots were highly rich,
highly endemic, and had almost no
foreign species. The next inner layers
were still species-rich but had slightly
more endemic species and slightly more
widespread species. The middle layers
had no richness and also had some
non-characteristic species. Finally, the
transition zones were species-poor and
packed with wide-ranging generalists
from multiple regions.

That is, biodiversity everywhere was
organised like an onion: with dense,
unique biodiversity at the centre and
grading outward towards porous, mixed
margins.

The researchers also found that in 98%
of region-taxon combinations,
temperature plus rainfall models could

The study provides a strong basis for
understanding broad ecological
trends

AMIT CHAWLA

PRINCIPAL SCIENTIST AT THE CSIR-INSTITUTE OF

HIMALAYAN BIORESOURCE TECHNOLOGY (IHBT),
PALAMPUR

predict which sector a cell belonged to.
This implied that only species that could
tolerate the local conditions could survive
in a given layer.

Further, the species that inhabited the
outer layers were also usually subsets, not
replacements, of inner layer species. That
is, moving outward from the core, there
were fewer specialist species rather than
entirely different specialised species.

“The study provides a strong basis for
understanding broad ecological trends,”
Amit Chawla, Principal Scientist at the
CSIR-Institute of Himalayan Bioresource
Technology (IHBT) in Palampur,
Himachal Pradesh, said. “It shows how
biodiversity tends to spread outward from
regional hotspots, and how
environmental filters like elevation or
climate allow some species to move while
blocking others.”

Geographical gaps

In a time of climate uncertainty,
understanding how species are spread
can help make smarter decisions about
what to protect and where. In the Indian
Himalayas, for example, this could mean
looking beyond traditional protected
areas and focusing on key habitats,
altitudinal zones, and natural corridors.

A newly uncovered core rule turns the earth’s messy qullt of specles' ranges into somethmg organised in layers DAVIDVRAJU (cc BV SA) i

“We need to look at how changes in
rainfall or temperature are affecting
biodiversity along mountain slopes,”
Chawla said. “Small experiments that
simulate these changes can give us
important insights.”

“The Himalayas are already
experiencing rising temperatures and
shifting rainfall and are at the frontlines of
this change. Studies like this one offer a
useful lens to understand the big picture,”
Asif Bashir Shikari, professor of genetics
and plant breeding at the Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology, said.

Finally, Chawla did point out that while
the study was global in scope, it had some
geographical gaps. “For instance, groups
like dragonflies in Eurasia and trees in
North America were studied only in
limited regions. The conclusions for these
taxa could have been stronger with more
comprehensive global datasets,” he said.

He added that some biodiversity-rich
regions in the tropics and Global South,
including parts of India, were
underrepresented for certain taxa,
underscoring the need for region-specific
research to complement these global
findings.

In sum, the newly uncovered
core-to-transition rule turns the earth’s
messy quilt of species’ ranges into
something organised in layers. By
identifying how environmental filters
shape these layers, the study could give
conservationists a sharper lens through
which to understand and protect the
living planet.

(Hirra Azmat is a Kashmir-based
Jjournalist who writes on science, health,
and environment. azmathirra@gmail.com,
mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)

THE GIST

Researchers tiled the earth
into cells and recorded the
species there. Then a tool
called Infomap grouped
together those cells whose
species co-occurred. Species
were tagged as characteristic
or non-characteristic. Finally,
they took snapshots of four
types of diversity in every cell
v

Researchers then ran a
clustering algorithm on all the
cells. If biodiversity organised
itself differently among
different organisms, cells from
birds would cluster apart
from mammals, and so on.
Thus they split the world into
seven sectors. The sectors
appear repeatedly inside
every major region and for
every taxonomic group, lining
up in an orderly pattern

v

It was found that temperature
plus rainfall models could
predict which sector a cell
belonged to. This implies that
only species that can tolerate
local conditions can survive in
a given layer. Moving outward
from the core, there were
fewer specialist species rather
than entirely different species.
The study shows that
environmental filters allow
some species to move while
blocking others

Biodiversity everywhere is ordered by a common ‘hidden’

pattern

Tt wre w9 fafaear v 9=y oY §U ted gRT suafyd

3

e A new study has found that biodiversity is organised like an onion: with dense,
unique biodiversity at the centre and grading outward towards porous, mixed
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TS U 37eqg H Urn 41 fob S fafaerar wre Yt v wafRud @: % § o, et
g fAfdear 81 § ik srer &kag%;gﬁ,ﬁmmaﬁaﬁaﬁwﬁ%,

These findings could reveal insights into the basic forces that assemble nature’s
living mosaics and show conservationists where protection could have the
biggest payoff.

TSPy g ISR B Fhd & b DI W o Wfdadl Ypia & siifad Hiwe o 7P

muﬁmﬁ%ﬁvwwwdﬁ&ﬁﬁu@%@ﬂﬁ%ﬁswwwmm
ATHPRI B AHaT1 g

For almost two centuries

T &l Tfeal ¥

Biologists have divided the earth into large biogeographical regions.

Safagr gt o) 98 Saviifere &t & fauifod #R 9 €

Each region hosts a unique mix of species shaped by its own history, climate, and
barriers, such as oceans and mountains.

TS &3 30+ gfaeT, Saarg 3T arurail, o 9FRI 8k UgTs], ¥ 3MHR fay
ifgdia werferdl &1 firyu w@d |

Because those histories differ, many scientists assumed the inner layout of
species inside every region would be idiosyncratic — that South America’s
biodiversity, for example, would organise itself in a very different way from Africa’s.
i T 3BT SAT-3ET &, B AADI - STHH T o D &F & iR
TSATferdl 1 Al Wy fafdg g — Iemrul & forw gféror smfveT ot g
fafaerar ot Txam1 o SrwhieT I §gd Sier gt

At the same time, global rules clearly exist. Tropical zones almost everywhere
teem with life while polar zones host far fewer species.

1Y g1, e s Wy U 4 HIvE § 1 TTHT 81 S8 SWibfed g &7 Siia 3 WX
gU §, Safes ydta &= & 9gd w1 wenfeat gil |

The authors of a new study wondered: could there also be a universal rule inside
each biogeographical region, one that transcended continents, oceans, and even
entire branches of the tree of life?

T U AT & GD| A Tl T YA SAqURNTad &7 & Hfiav 1 1o aduifie
oW 3 g €, S HeTdiul, AEIRY 3R Ssfta g&1 @1 7t =manai & uR &
Hab?

Answering that question could reveal the basic forces that assemble nature’s living
mosaics and show conservationists where protection could deliver the biggest

payoff.
S U &1 SR UPId b Sifdd HIet® DI TS B alell Gd Afaaal H I9MR R

Wgﬁwmﬁmw%%mwﬁwwﬁﬂaﬁwmum
THT g

Peeling the onion

W & TR @Al

A new study, authored by scientists in Spain, Sweden, and the UK, reported just
such a pattern in the July edition of Nature Ecology & Evolution.

Udh U Y, m@q, Wﬁﬁ@%hﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁi@, T Nature Ecology &
Evolution & JTg BT T ST IRE &1 Ue sar|

According to University of Kashmir Department of Botany assistant professor
Irfan Rashid, the study provides a rare, large-scale, data-backed confirmation of a
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general rule in biogeography.

R fayfaeea, aawfa fagm AU & Serae TR e ARG & SR,
aaar?uqaaafﬂaﬁwmﬁwﬁgﬁu ¥ M R, Ser-gafia gy veH
RGNS

In search of a hidden rule, the researchers cast an exceptionally wide net.

e f5t g fFaw &) @i 1, Qeddatsl 3 SRR ©U ¥ IS STd e 3|

They studied more than 30,000 species, including birds, mammals, amphibians,
reptiles, rays, dragonflies, and trees.

I5I 30,000 & 3rferes werTforal &1 ez foa, forad veft, Tamumr, SHUeR,
TGy, ¥, SIS 3R U A |

Information about the species’ ranges came from global databases such as the
IUCN Red List, BirdLife International, and US Forest inventories.

yetTfaal @t WAt &t STHeRT faysardt $eTd¥ S IUCN Red List, BirdLife

International, 3R US Forest inventories ¥ fircil|
The team also tiled the earth’s surface into thousands of cells of equal area —
each about 111 sq. km for most land animals, for example — and recorded all the
species living there.
A A gt o) TdE B SR U & a1 B3 H fauiird frar — IR &
fore siftremter Yfiy oftat & fRre Ul Tt 111 af fpelt — 3R agi < archt I+t
gaTfaal &1 Rels foa|
Then the researchers used a network analysis tool called Infomap to group those
cells together whose species frequently co-occurred.
i Tepatafi - Infomap TS T Aead faxdwor SUHROT 1 IUGNT b difcs
3 PIRTPT13M o TG fHaT o b ! UsTfarar SraRIR |1Y-H1Y TS STelt 8 |
Each cluster thus became a biogeographical region, and the species most tied to
that region were tagged as characteristic, i.e., as belonging to its core community.
T TR TP Ty U UM &3 99 74T, 3R 39 & I qa 31t et
waTtaal &1 fafkry & T u F < fasar T, S S9! YT 9Her & Jaxd T 1|
Species that spilled over from neighbouring regions were called non-
characteristic.
3 ySAIfordl &1 S STH-URT & &3t 4 B s o, 38 IR-TAfRry ot
Finally, they took snapshots of four types of diversity in every cell:
3id H, I TS BIRMPT H IR UHR 3! fafaear & Joiie fag:
o Species richness: how many characteristic species live here
werrforal #1 agfe: gl fHant fafkrg yenfaaf wed €
o Biota overlap: what fraction of species are non-characteristic
a1 sitavau: fha-t yenfaal -k €
o Occupancy how widely do characteristic species range
WelToral o1 &3 a1 s 8
o Endemicity: how much of each characteristic species’ range is confined to
that region alone

ST TS ARy usnfa &1 &89 Fad 39 &7 a& & A g

Biodiversity Clusterin&gﬁgnd Biogeograg;ircal Sectors
Sy =i

fafaemar

With these four numbers in hand, the researchers ran a clustering algorithm on all
the cells.

3 TR 3fihs! & 1Y, Myparsll 7 T HIRMH18T IR Fawe AT TEnfen e

If biodiversity organised itself differently among different kinds of organisms, cells
from birds would cluster apart from cells from mammals, and so on.
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g S fafderar fafis YR & Sial § e &7 ¥ FafRyd gidl, d ufaral 3 SR

AT B PIRABTIN T 3eRT T AT 3R 5 RE |

If a common rule existed, however, the algorithm would lump cells from many
different taxa together.

BTy, Tfe Pis ATHTT 1w HiS[g gidT, df TENR $5 ATT-HERT 1 Pt
DIRBTSAT DI TH A1Y WIS G|

This is how the researchers were eventually able to split the world into seven
repeating biogeograp_hical sectors. N
Y TRE MBS = 3fdd: g1 B ATd gexT¢ WA ardt sitaiifere = o
ICEIEGACI

More importantly, they found that the sectors appear again and again inside every
major region and for every taxonomic group, lining up in a remarkably orderly
pattern.

3R 1t TEayy, 35 U b 3 87 TR IS &7 SIR TR caIHIa® §Hg H IR-8R
foaTg 3 §, 3R T YA U A afRyd Te-f #f Ryd g1d B

The core hotspots were highly rich, highly endemic, and had almost no foreign
species.

= glewuic 9gd e, 3rcafie iafHifed (endemic) 2, 3R I8 @1 Hig faezh
EEUCEHRIT

The next inner layers were still species-rich but had slightly more endemic
species and slightly more widespread species.

TS 3wt wax ot off yremfaral ¥ Ty & dftr 390 U1t oifdws Srafifea
ySITfaai iR A1t 3if¥res surues wemfaar off |

The middle layers had no richness and also had some non-characteristic
species.

Y TR H 4 "uFar g ff ok 378 oo IR-faw wenfaa of o

Finally, the transition zones were species-poor and packed with wide-ranging
generalists from multiple regions.

3icd:, TASHHOT & YATierdl | T 3 SR 376 &g &3 S AP &9 A Bd G
g Ag 31

That is, biodiversity everywhere was organised like an onion: with dense,
unique biodiversity at the centre and grading outward towards porous, mixed
margins.

3y, gt ST g fafaear e @t ave saafya Ot &% d o=, 3rdt wia
fafaerar oiR STER @1 IR fssgaa, fufda g

The researchers also found that in 98% of region—taxon combinations,
temperature plus rainfall models could predict which sector a cell belonged to.

Mypdralt 7 gg Hf ur f QF-usITfa s & 98% |, AIHH 3R a9l Aied I8
qaiAE % T9d & fb Bt SR fea &7 § ardt 21

This implied that only species that could tolerate the local conditions could
survive in a given layer.

U1 3 U {6 FHaa I8 yemfaai ot wu-Ra aRfRAfaa o w8+ o awdt of foh
T 7T TR # Sitfad 38 Gahdl A

Further, the species that inhabited the outer layers were also usually subsets, not
replacements, of inner layer species.

S S(ATaT, o Tt a1t TRl A Tget ff, 3 o dR W sigwe-il WR Pt yernfaal
& Iuayg N, TH @vg ore yenfaal & ufaeuTa= A |

That is, moving outward from the core, there were fewer specialist species rather
than entirely different specialised species.

3ufq, g F 918 Wd gT, d6] ®H faiuy yerfaai &, 7t e | erer oy
PENGRIE
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“The study provides a strong basis for understanding broad ecological trends,”
Amit Chawla, Principal Scientist at the CSIR-Institute of Himalayan Bioresource
Technology (IHBT) in Palampur, Himachal Pradesh, said.

g 31T ~favqgd aiRfRUfd® Uil o THgH & il T Toiqd STUR UaH Hal
2, 3Ifird =Tad, U a9e, CSIR-RHTaaT SRR detersl SR (IHBT),
TAHYR, feATae uewr A ol
“It shows how biodiversity tends to spread outward from regional hotspots, and
how environmental filters like elevation or climate allow some species to move
while blocking others.”

“Tg feardr § for dl Sta fafaean gefta giewdic & a16R @1 3R rad! 8, 3R &4
gﬁwﬂ%ﬁbﬁ?aﬁmmmwwﬁﬁﬁmméﬁﬁmwﬁ
W Ill

Geographi.cal gaps

3}

In a time of climate uncertainty, understanding how species are spread can help
make smarter decisions about what to protect and where.

Srerarg SfAf3aar & 97y H, g8 IHE b genfodt o Befl 83 6, Hag dY Ihdl 8
g T I B o6 1 G 31 8 8k gl

In the Indian Himalayas, for example, this could mean looking beyond traditional
protected areas and focusing on key habitats, altitudinal zones, and natural
corridors.

IETERU & fory, HRET FRATe o S9! Adad URURS FRIg & ¥ I ST 3R
TG AT, $aTs &1 3R UTpfae ART UR & dhfed &A1 81 9ohdl g

“We need to look at how changes in rainfall or temperature are affecting
biodiversity along mountain slopes,” Chawla said.

g8 Ig oaT dNgU fob aut a1 ATIEH § 95ard 69 UHR I Udd ol IR 9
fafaerar &1 guifad w2 8 8" araan 3 oal

“Small experiments that simulate these changes can give us important insights.”
"2 gRadH! BT SIHR0T HRA aTdd BIC TANT g Hgaquf SR S IHhd g 1"

“The Himalayas are already experiencing rising temperatures and shifting rainfall
and are at the frontlines of this change.

"fEHTerd Ugd &) S aTaH 3R Scold! a9l BT 3Hd BR I8 § SR 39 URad Bl
e w B

Studies like this one offer a useful lens to understand the big picture,” Asif Bashir
Shikari, professor of genetics and plant breeding at the Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology, said.

U WG & AT Th IuANTT TRHIVT e FRd § dlidh a9 I B THS S Hb,"
RIE TR R, SAfewy 3R diel #1 ue=a & MR, I-T-HHR Py
o= iR wenfre fayfaemea 3 s

Finally, Chawla did point out that while the study was global in scope, it had some
geographical gaps.

3id #, araar A I8 S fhan i Safe a8 sreaaet affe TR R o1, S98 5
Wi efaR 3

“For instance, groups like dragonflies in Eurasia and trees in North America were
studied only in limited regions.

"IETERUN & foIE, Tg oFY RMAT & STHwIE 3R It st # s Haa Wit
&=t 7 e fory Ul

The conclusions for these taxa could have been stronger with more comprehensive
global datasets,” he said.
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S T & I S U S STRITH & 1Y e Holgd 8l avd 9, 36
Dell

e He added that some biodiversity-rich regions in the tropics and Global South,
including parts of India, were underrepresented for certain taxa, underscoring the
need for region-specific research to complement these global findings.

I5H Bl 6 $o e Afdyar-ws &7 o Swiesfeddia &= sik e |y,
R URd & 0 R Wa €, 7o ¢a & fore w0 ufaffa ara 3, < 7 afye
st & Rep & forg -y ity & siaawar &1 Xw@ifed BT 8|

e In sum, the newly uncovered core-to-transition rule turns the earth’s messy quilt of
species’ ranges into something organised in layers.
T&T T, T @IS T HR-V-eifrRH e = gt & sroqafyd werfeaa 3t drarsi o
$S URdl § If3d & e

o By identifying how environmental filters shape these layers, the study could give
conservationists a sharper lens through which to understand and protect the living
planet.

Ig UgdH IR o qafavoiia fheex 7 Wl &l 3 3R d 8, I8 Sreag
TREUTATIIY & U A €Y < GhaT ¢ O 3 ofifad e & auel iR Ridra w1

www.patrioticias.in

Total outflow by Total outflow by foreign portfolio
foreign portfolio investors in equities

investors in equities ghect ﬁ farceeft arciferal
GsurER ; fra=rol gRT oo afgals

In ¥ lakh crore. Foreign
l 16 investors offloaded Total outflow by foreign portfolio investors
e Indian equities worth in equities 1.16 In ¥ lakh crore.
nearly ¥21,000 crore in the first half of m ﬁ' ﬁ%"\’ﬁ 'lﬂ'é'qﬁﬁﬁ ﬁﬁ'&'ﬁﬁ' GRT Pd
August, pressured by U.S.-India trade a-%a-fg 1.16 T ARG a,,—a-g ﬁl

tensions, lacklustre first-quarter corporate
earnings, and a weakening rupee. pm

e Foreign investors offloaded Indian equities
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

worth nearly 21,000 crore in the first half of August,
pressured by U.S.-India trade tensions, lacklustre
first-quarter corporate earnings, and a weakening rupee.

fae=h Al = SR & Ug 3 iR | TTHT 221,000 RIS Hed P HRAIT Sfepe]
39 o, 59 R SAR®T-HRd SATIR d91d, FHSR gl f[adg! & BIURe Adi, 3R
fi~ar uar gam@ 81 @ A1

« PTI COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

UIdtens Hepferd & feg a1 &H gri
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What has been the impact of ethanol blending?

How are petrol vehicle owners reacting to the F20 mandate? How environmentally friendly is India’s dependence on sugarcane for ethanol? How has the US.

reacted to Indias booming ethanol economy? Why has the adoption of EVs in India been much slower compared to other large economies?

Kunal Shankar
S. Hariharan

The story so far:
20 petrol, which contains 20%
ethanol and is being sold by
Indian oil refiners, has been
much in the news lately. India
has achieved its target to blend 20%
ethanol per litre of fuel five years ahead of
the target under the National Policy on
Biofuels. Ethanol blending in India rose
from just 1.5% in 2014 to 20% in 2025,
backed by the government’s strong fiscal
incentives to the sugarcane industry.
While the government says ethanol
blending achieves a range of goals such as
cutting greenhouse gas emissions,
bolstering farmers’ incomes and reducing
India’s oil import bill, its benefits to the
environment require closer scrutiny.

How are vehicle owners reacting to
this change?

Vehicles sold in India from 2023 come
with E20 stickers, indicating compatibility
with 20% ethanol blended petrol.
Additionally, manufacturers have
addressed the concerns of those who own
older vehicles. Hero Motocrop says in its
website, “The material composition such
as rubbers, elastomers and plastic
components that are directly exposed to
fuel also need to be changed to E20
compatible materials.”

However, according to LocalCircles,
two in three petrol vehicle owners are
against the E20 mandate. Only 12% of the
36,000 people surveyed across 315
districts are in favour of the switch. Critics
cited a drop in mileage and increased
maintenance costs. The survey urged the
Union government to allow consumers to
choose the type of fuel they want.

While the Centre admitted to a
“marginal drop” in engine efficiency, it
said this “can be further minimised

8 R =

FY15. But how environmentally friendly is

through improved engine tuning and use
of E20-compatible materials.” Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri has called the
consumer angst a “vilification campaign”
facilitated by “vested, economic
interests”. While the Union government
attempts to defend its E20 policy, its own
think tank, the NITI Aayog, has urged the
government “to compensate the
consumers for a drop in efficiency from
ethanol blended fuels”, by way of “tax
incentives on E10 and E20 fuel”.
According to the Minister, “since
2014-15 India has already saved more than
1.40 lakh crore in foreign exchange
through petrol substitution.” But has the
benefit been passed to the end consumer?
An analysis by The Hindu showed that
Coal India Ltd, Oil & Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC), Indian Oil
Corporation (I0C), Bharar Petroleum
Corporation (BPCL), and Gas Authority of
India Ltd collectively contributed ¥1.27
lakh crore, or 42.3% of the total 3 lakh
crore dividends the Union government
received from non-banking Public Sector
Undertaking (PSUs) between 2020-21 and
2024-25. 10C and BPCL together saw a
255% rise in their dividend payouts since
2022-23 and a 65% decrease in oil prices.
However, the two PSUs only passed on a
2% decrease in petrol prices to the public.

‘What about the impact on
agriculture?

Sugarcane-based ethanol supply has
grown from 40 crore litres in FY14 to
nearly 670 crore litres, derived from
about 9% of total sugar output, in FY24.
The Union government says it has paid
“over 1.20 lakh crore to farmers” since

India’s e on sugarcane for
ethanol?

About 60-70 tonnes of water is
required to cultivate one tonne of
sugarcane. Many sugarcane growing
regions in India do not receive the 1,500
t0 3,000 millimetre rainfall that is
necessary for the crop’s optimal growth.
This leads to groundwater extraction and
unsustainable irrigation methods. A 2023
Central Groundwater Board report says
that sugarcane growing districts in

extract more dv

SRR L ARSI

Fair and Remunerative Pricing, is the key
reason farmers bet on the crop asa
source of stable income. While this rise is
marginal, an analysis by the OECD-FAO
says that 22% of India’s sugarcane will be
used for ethanol production by 2034.
India’s booming ethanol economy has
also come under the gaze of the U.S. The
‘Trump administration is pushing India to
relax restrictions to its ethanol imports.
The 2025 National Trade Estimate report
noted India’s policy as a significant “trade
barrier.” Import relaxation could
undermine years of

than nearby regions. Distress among
sugarcane growers in that State has been
widely reported. Unsustainable
agriculture practices accelerate land
degradation. The Desertification and
Land Degradation Atlas of India 2021
found that almost 30% of India’s land is
degraded. The water intensive nature of
sugarcane and the impact on ground
water reserves at a time of extreme
weather has been absent from the
discussion on ethanol-blended petrol.
The Centre, however, says it is looking
to diversify ethanol supplies. The Food
Corporation of India’s rice allocation for
ethanol jumped to a record 5.2 million
metric tonnes, which is about 3.6% of
output, from less than 3,000 tonnes
allocated last year. Similarly, in 2024-25,
over 34% of corn output was diverted for
ethanol production. This diversion forced
India to import about 9.7 lakh tonnes of
corn during 2024-25 - a six-fold increase
over the previous year’s 1.37 lakh tonnes.
Despite diversification efforts, area
under sugarcane cultivation this year is
estimated to be 57.24 lakh hectare against
57.11 lakh hectare last season. The assured
payment mechanism for sugarcane, the

investment and capacity building in
ethanol production. The Indian Sugar
Mills Association has urged the
government to maintain the restrictions.

Will it affect the transition to EVs?
The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas said the shift to ethanol-blended
petrol “has helped India reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by 700 lakh tonnes.”
Shifting to EVs, however, will achieve far
higher rates of emissions reductions and
speed up transport’s decarbonisation,
which is the third largest carbon emitting
sector globally after energy and industry.
The success of cities like Beijing in cutting
air pollution is mainly due to the rapid
adoption of EVs. Of course, this switch
has to be backed by renewable energy
rather than coal, to aid in decarbonising
transport.

Adoption of EVs has been much slower
in India when compared to other large
economies like the U.S., the European
Union and China. About 7.6% of vehicle
sales in 2024 was electric. Sales of EVs
have to increase by over 22% in the next
five years to reach the government’s own
target of 30% by 2030.

R 7S

New fuel: Farmers load freshly harvested sugarcane into a tractor trolley during the harvesting season, in Karad, Maharashtra, on December 15,2024, P11
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Vehicles sold in India from 2023
come with E20 stickers,
indicating compatibility with
20% ethanol blended petrol.
Additionally, manufacturers
have addressed the concerns
of those who own older
vehicles.

v

The Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas said the shift to
ethanol-blended petrol “has
helped India reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by 700 lakh
tonnes.”

v

India’s booming ethanol
economy has also come under
the gaze of the U.S. The Trump
administration is pushing India
to relax restrictions to its
ethanol imports.

Another challenge to wider EV

doption in India is its dependence on
Rare Earth Elements (REE). According to
the Ministry of Mines, before China’s
export curbs were imposed, only 2,270
tonnes of REEs and compounds of REEs
were imported in 2023-24. But this
relatively lower level is critical for the
industry to sustain the current level of EV
production. The production and
processing of many REES is
geographically concentrated in China,
making global supply vulnerable to
several risks.

‘The automotive industry has also
sounded alarm bells about the disruption
in rare earth supply. India’s largest
carmaker Maruti Suzuki reduced its
near-term production targets for its new
EV, e-Vitara, attributing it to delays in
receiving rare earth magnets. Other
manufacturers too are bracing themselves
for disruptions.

Crisil Ratings Senior Director Anuj
Sethi has said, “The supply squeeze
comes just as the auto sector is preparing
for aggressive EV rollouts.” The recent
detente in bilateral relations with China
might help the industry to address the
crisis in the short term. The Union
government is engaged in diplomacy with
Beijing to address the rare earth supply
crunch, mainly germanium.

Going forward, there is uncertainty on
whether the Centre wants to push ahead
with ethanol blending beyond 20%. While
Minister Puri said the government will
push for blending beyond 20%, the Union
government in March said that there has
been no decision yer.

To know more, please scan the link to
watch The Hindu's video explainer
newsth.live/ethanolblending

Impact of Ethanol Blending and EV Adoption in India

YRd A ST fygor ik

E20 Petrol and Ethanol Blending in India

E20 USId 3R URA H 3A9Td safgT

YA BT YHTT
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E20 petrol, which contains 20% ethanol and is being sold by Indian oil refiners,
has been much in the news lately.

E20 WY, 5w 20% AT giaT 8 3R o URd a8 RprgR 99 R €, ga gt o
AR RCER R R i

India has achieved its target to blend 20% ethanol per litre of fuel five years ahead
of the target under the National Policy on Biofuels.

YR = BT TRE i & ded ReiRd @ea 9 5 |rer uge Ui dilex S6 H 20%
3UATA A &1 987 g1 o feran 31

Ethanol blending in India rose from just 1.5% in 2014 to 20% in 2025, backed by the
government’s strong fiscal incentives to the sugarcane industry.

YR H 31 ST 2014 H 1.5% T TEHR 2025 H 20% B! T3, SN 7T IENT Y
WHR gRT AT 7T Hogd faita weamgl & SR AYd g3 |

While the government says ethanol blending achieves a range of goals such as
cutting greenhouse gas emissions, bolstering farmers’ incomes, and reducing
India’s oil import bill, its benefits to the environment require closer scrutiny.

SIafdh TRBR HEdl § [ SANA ST g A&dl b IR Rl § oid AT 1
I § FH, famt ot oma ¥ 9fg, 8k URd & aa Simard faer ¥ s, S0
yafarRui @l Bt 3R HE § S &1 e 3|

Vehicles sold in India from 2023 come with E20 stickers, indicating compatibility with
20% ethanol blended petrol.

2023 § YRJ H 9t 74 aTel MiSal IR E20 e A 8ld §, S 98 Ybd od @ 1 d
20% 3ATA e Ueid & 3IHd ¢ |
Manufacturers have addressed concerns of those who own older vehicles.
fmfarett 3 Rt Mg & mfciet @t fRiareh ! Taifad o 21
Hero Motocorp says on its website: “The material composition such as rubbers,
elastomers, and plastic components that are directly exposed to fuel also need to
be changed to E20 compatible materials.”

R HITIBTU 30 dg8TEe | Hedl 8: ‘O ¥av, SARSIAR 3R W 9ed, St
W T & WS A §, I Ht E20 3 d AR H gea & HaRaShd g 17
According to LocalCircles, two in three petrol vehicle owners are against the E20
mandate.

LocalCircles & 39R, @9 & & gl Ugta a1g+1 ATfard E20 faw & faam |
Only 12% of the 36,000 people surveyed across 315 districts are in favour of the
switch.

36,000 T & A Had 12%, SN 315 forali & waeor {6y 7Y, 3U Sead H g & 5|
Critics cited a drop in mileage and increased maintenance costs.

&nﬁaﬁﬁq@wﬁwgﬁ?wmﬁq@mm%m
The survey urged the Union government to allow consumers to choose the type of
fuel they want.

FAEUT = g WRBR Y 3ATUE a1 b IuMadrsfl &1 Ul Ui &1 54 I DI
SHfd &t S|

While the Centre admitted to a “marginal drop” in engine efficiency, it said this
“can be further minimised through improved engine tuning and use of E20-
compatible materials.”

Wﬁma&mﬁwwaﬁwm Aifop gl foh U S8aAR Soi e+
3R E20-3Fd ATl & IUAIT ¥ 3R FHH 51 o T 8|

Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has called the consumer angst a “vilification
campaign” facilitated by “vested, economic interests”.

T graty Rig gt = Suiaarsit a1 AR & A T o, fory <wardf
3nfe fga grRT H=fera sdman|
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NITI Aayog has urged the government “to compensate consumers for a drop in
efficiency from ethanol blended fuels”, via tax incentives on E10 and E20 fuel.

I STRT A BRI F51 I 98 FATa RS S 47 I G&al § ST o forg Iuuiaansit
D! GIATISIT ¢, E10 3R E20 ST TR B WeATg1 & e |

According to the Minister, “since 2014-15, India has already saved more than ¥1.40
lakh crore in foreign exchange through petrol substitution.”

Tt & AR, 2014-15 ¥ URA - USId & [dehed & H1eqH ¥ U ol €1.40 ATE HRAS
T 31fdre fae=ht gar <= 71

An analysis by The Hindu showed that Coal India Ltd, ONGC, I0OC, BPCL, and
GAIL collectively contributed ¥1.27 lakh crore, or 42.3% of the total ¥3 lakh crore
dividends the Union government received from non-banking PSUs between 2020-
21 and 2024-25.

< femg & fa=aivor § uar 9 fos wa fEan fafies, oNGce, 1oc, BPCL, 3R GAIL
3 AR #1.27 TG HRIS BT ARTCH {1, S 23 ARG RIS A ATHIR BT 42.3% ©,
S 2020-21 | 2024-25 & S Hg WBR $I IR-sfH7T PSU I fiya|

10C and BPCL together saw a 255% rise in dividend payouts since 2022-23 and
a 65% decrease in oil prices.

I0C 3R BPCL @@ 2022-23 | SATHIRT YA H 255% @1 gfex R dd Bt
PIdl d 65% Pt BT o7l |

However, the two PSUs only passed on a 2% decrease in petrol prices to the
public.

BTdifds, 9 &l PSU = ad SiFdT &I Ugld $t BIdl 6 2% Pt HHI o1 UgdTs |

Impact of Ethanol Blending on Agriculture

P IR FAATS FHYOT BT YU

What about the impact on agriculture?

FN R YUTT & IR T &7 FHg1 o Yhell 672

Sugarcane-based ethanol supply has grown from 40 crore litres in FY14 to nearly
670 crore litres, derived from about 9% of total sugar output in FY24.

T SuTid ST SMgfd FY14 T 40 FRIS Aex T TgH FY24 T T 670 RIS
AR T TR B, O o IR ST BT TIHT 9% 3|

The Union government says it has paid over ¥1.20 lakh crore to farmers since
FY15.

F% TWHR BT Bl ¢ b ITH FY15 T fHAN B 1.20 TR BRIS U A 3ifUp o1
Y fpar g

But how environmentally friendly is India’s dependence on sugarcane for
ethanol?

Afe1 S & e 713 UR HRe & Frlkar faa vataror & sggpa g2

About 60-70 tonnes of water is required to cultivate one tonne of sugarcane.

TS & AT ST & fTT U 60-70 &1 U B SHTa=IHa1 oIl g

Many sugarcane growing regions in India do not receive the 1,500 to 3,000
millimetre rainfall necessary for optimal growth.

URA & B T ST a1 &1 D! Bad B 3 gieg o O1T 3Ta=ad 1,500 F 3,000
foreft quf =& et

This leads to groundwater extraction and unsustainable irrigation methods.
T8 Yoid Rt ok eraad Riars faftry &1 Rt a1 usar 3|

A 2023 Central Groundwater Board report says sugarcane growing districts in
Maharashtra extract more groundwater than nearby regions.

Ush 2023 BT YT 918 U Hecll § b AGRTY ob el I a1t Fored AU b
& Bt T | 3P Yold T gl
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Distress among sugarcane growers in Maharashtra has been widely reported.
HERTY H 4T frdi & e &1 AU RUIET g3 3|

Unsustainable agriculture practices accelerate land degradation.

3 Tad P TATE Y &R0T I A Felt 5 |

The Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India 2021 found that almost
30% of India’s land is degraded.

YR & IR 3R Y &ROT Tead 2021 & IR TATHT 30% Y efosa 31
The water intensive nature of sugarcane and the impact on groundwater reserves
during extreme weather has been absent from the discussion on ethanol-blended
petrol.

T &1 STA-TY Ui 3R SAie TR0 T Yod USR R &1 THd SA-Td
fafSra deta ! ==l & 761 s

The Centre says it is looking to diversify ethanol supplies.

F% WMBR FHedl § b a8 $ATa 3myfd o) Ay TR F R A s = W@ 8
The Food Corporation of India’s rice allocation for ethanol jumped to a record 5.2
million metric tonnes, about 3.6% of output, from less than 3,000 tonnes last
year.

YR W 18 &1 9raa $i1ded $347d & e U@ 91d 3,000 1 9 Sgdhs
Ro1s 5.2 faferam Wifew @, S ST FHT ATHT 3.6% &, B T
In 2024-25, over 34% of corn output was diverted for ethanol production, forcing
India to import about 9.7 lakh tonnes of corn — a six-fold increase over the
previous year’s 1.37 lakh tonnes.

2024-25 T, SA1A IUTG & o Wb SedTe-T BT 34% A 31 Ars foaan man, o
YR P TRTHIT 9.7 ARG &1 AP AT B! Us! — Uzd o & 1.37 1@ e &1
Jo H B8 AT g
Despite diversification efforts, area under sugarcane cultivation this year is
estimated at 57.24 lakh hectare against 57.11 lakh hectare last season.

fafadievor waril & STav[e, ST I 71 &1 Wit BT &F TTHT 57.24 TG U §,
fUwd dieH o 57.11 @G gaedR Ul

The assured payment mechanism for sugarcane, the Fair and Remunerative
Pricing, is why farmers bet on the crop as a source of stable income.
T3 B o1 A AT 6, B e Rreitf R, 4 g e & R R
4 fRR 31 &1 91d 91d 5

An analysis by the OECD-FAO says that 22% of India’s sugarcane will be used for
ethanol production by 2034.

OECD-FAO & fa=aivu] & 39, 2034 T% HRd & T3 BT 22% SU1d IAGH B
fere ST g

India’s booming ethanol economy has come under the gaze of the U.S., with the
Trump administration pushing India to relax restrictions on ethanol imports.

YRA &1 9G01 g5 ATA AHYTaRIT TR SARST 31 ToR g, iR ef YRR YRd I
ST 3maTd UR ufaet & e 7 & B @R

The 2025 National Trade Estimate report noted India’s policy as a significant
“trade barrier”.

2025 TP AR FAM NI 7 HRd &1 fd B! Heayul “amIR qrem & w0 §
Sd™T AT

Import relaxation could potentially undermine years of investment and capacity
building in ethanol production.

mATd ® &er THIfad U T SATd SeT H aut o f~rawr iR &rwar fAwfor &
HHIR P gPbal g
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The Indian Sugar Mills Association has urged the government to maintain the
restrictions.

YR IR e TR 3 WReR § ufdsy 991C I@A &1 31E fvar g

Impact of E20 Pet!'ol on Transition to EVs
E20 UCId &7 3al WehHUl IR TG

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas said the shift to ethanol-blended
petrol “has helped India reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 700 lakh tonnes.”
Yeiferan 3R WiHpfas A WaTerg A Fgl fob 3ATa-Fres Ueid &F 3R Jeama A
HRd &I 700 ARG o DI SIS TRIES IS HH B H Heg o gl

Shifting to EVs will achieve far higher rates of emissions reductions and speed up
transport’s decarbonisation, which is the third largest carbon emitting sector
gIobaIIy after energy and industry.

341 @I 3R Feara I ITei § 9gd e wt gnft 3R ufvas &1
Wmm,@mﬁ:maammwammww
ISP |

The success of cities like Beijing in cutting air pollution is mainly due to the rapid
adoption of EVs.

THRT SR X T I1g TgWUT ge | Athadl Ad: g4l ®I doil I 3 & SR G
This switch has to be backed by renewable energy rather than coal, to aid in
decarbonising transport.

3 SCATd B DIGAT & Folld TATHRONT el & THUT F AR BT g1, T
uf¥aed & fePpaiAseRE d e i I |

Adoption of EVs has been much slower in India compared to other large economies
like the U.S., European Union, and China.

YRA B Sdl DI M B 71T o Tot farawiisii S srafet, qRid Wy 3k &9
DI T | H1HT S I B

About 7.6% of vehicle sales in 2024 was electric.

2024 § ST 7.6% aTe e} gaifaes 0|

Sales of EVs have to increase by over 22% in the next five years to reach the
government’s target of 30% by 2030.

341 3! foht BT 3Tal Uia ATal | 22% W 3MfIF TGMI ST dlich IRBR BT A& 2030
TP 30% BT fovaT o U |

Another challenge to wider EV adoption in India is its dependence on Rare Earth
Elements (REES).

YRA H Sdt UM &1 T 3R K 3uat R 3rdf wefiiew (REEs) R Falkar g1
According to the Ministry of Mines, before China’s export curbs, only 2,270
tonnes of REEs and compounds were imported in 2023-24.

W WAy & 3R, 99 & FHafa ufaeeY 9 ugd Fad 2,270 @1 REEs iR 9%
A 2023-24 T 3T fhw 77U A

This relatively lower level is critical for the industry to sustain the current level of EV
production.

Y JUETHd HH TR BT I & U gaHH 341 ST I8 38 H Agayui g |
The production and processing of many REEs is geographically concentrated in
China, making global supply vulnerable to several risks.

®3 REEs &1 ITG 3R THHR0T A | Yiferes w0 § $fgd 8, o 3fiyes smyfef
H3 SN & U Yae=iia g o g

The automotive industry has also sounded alarm bells about the disruption in rare
earth supply.

I A i YR orf T H gy & R | ddraHt & 7l
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e Maruti Suzuki, India’s largest carmaker, reduced its near-term production targets for
its new EV, e-Vitara, attributing it to delays in receiving rare earth magnets.

YR B! Y4 F8! HR AT AT oyl 7 30 7Y 341, 3-faarT & Hee ufdw &
Il d&d HH fhT, 38 ¥R o Adke &t 3mgfel # < &1 SR sam|

o Other manufacturers too are bracing themselves for disruptions.
3 ot ot feiiyr 3 forg ot s @ B

o Crisil Ratings Senior Director Anuj Sethi said, “The supply squeeze comes just
as the auto sector is preparing for aggressive EV rollouts.”

Crisil 3&™T & TR ST 3 AT 7 FeT, “O g 3iiel VaeR ATHHS 34t
AASMST B! JIR] B 3BT 8, I8 WS Aqueeze JMH 3TAT g1

e The recent detente in bilateral relations with China might help the industry to
address the crisis in the short term.

99 & a1y fgueha Jdaey | giferar zrifa I & wiéra safy # Ioe & g &
T Hee R IPhdl gl

e The Union government is engaged in diplomacy with Beijing to address the rare

earth supply crunch, mainly germanium.

&g AR AT & T1Y Heifa 7 @it g2 8 s Yar 3 Jwrs Webe, ToF U
SHfEH, B g fosar o o |

o There is uncertainty on whether the Centre wants to push ahead with ethanol

blending beyond 20%.

Tg AT § {5 1 5 20% A 3iftre AATA sAfST o1 W ST Ied 2

e Minister Puri said the government will push for blending beyond 20%, but the Union
government in March said that there has been no decision yet.

T T8 7 el b TR 20% A I ST B! Ferar ¢iff, AT g ISR A 7
o @l fob 39 R 3t o ig fAvf 8t gan gl

'GS IIl: Economy

Questions and Answers tp the August 1
edition of the daily quiz:"1. The Bretton Woods

Bretton Woods system created two major

system created two major institutions: the IMF institutions: the IMF and the .Ans: IBRD

and the . Ans: IBRD —

2. The system encouraged countries to depend on aE"'-r g:‘)':g II'UTI?ﬁ ﬁ' a m YT m: IMF G?R’
the US dollar as the central reserve currency. 3} IBRD

Name the national currency that the dollar
succeeded in this capacity. Ans: Pound sterling
3. French president Georges Pompidou sent this
warship to New York to bring France’s gold
holdings at the Federal Reserve Bank back. Ans:
Colbert (aka Suffren)

4. On August 15, 1971, President Richard Nixon
cancelled the ability of the U.5. dollar to be
converted to gold. The collective name of the
effects of this measure. Ans: Nixon shock

5. Name the agreement that officially rewrote the
IMF's rules. Ans: Jamaica Accords

Visual: Name this English economist who
proposed a supranational currency called
'‘bancor’ in the early 1940s. Ans: John Maynard
Keynes

Early Birds: Nobody got all the correct answers

e The system encouraged countries to depend on the US
dollar as the central reserve currency. Name the national
currency that the dollar succeeded in this capacity. Ans:
Pound sterling
S YISl A =1 &1 HE1g RIS &1 & © 9 & et
SR W Rk 81 & forg Mnfed foeam 39 el B
10 §asy for SieR = 39 YffeT | ufawiiud foar| 3w
. :
e On August 15, 1971, President Richard Nixon
cancelled the ability of the U.S. dollar to be converted to
gold. The collective name of the effects of this measure.
Ans: Nixon shock

15 3T 1971 &1 AyUld oS e 3 siRa! STeR &

I H ikafcd B &1 e U R o | 39 U & YHTT BT THfed A | ITR:

ICCLERUGTD
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o Name the agreement that officially rewrote the IMF's rules. Ans: Jamaica Accords

39 S BT 19 9d15T fo 8 3R 30 I IMF & e ! b 3 foran| IR

STH®T AN

e a supranational currency called 'bancor' in the early 1940s. Ans: John Maynard

Keynes

1940 & GP P YHIMA H PR’ AHS T SRIPTA Hol| IR S AATS P

‘Responsible’
venture capital

Good start: The first fund’s portfolio included boAT, Mama
Earth and Vahdam, says Singh.

Fesmssmmmsssmsmssmsmsa=a=s .

'GS |ll: Capital Market

Chitra Narayanan

It’s been 10 years since Fireside Ventures was set
up by Kanwaljit Singh, who had earlier cut his
teeth in consumer marketing at HUL and Intel
before plunging into investing with Carlye Group
and Helion Venture Partners. The first fund of
Fireside Ventures was $50 million, and the
portfolio companies included boAt, MamaEarth,
and Vahdam among others. The second fund was
$118 million, with investments in 12 companies;
the third fund was $250 million, with investments
in 25 companies.

Three funds and several successful exits later,
you ask Mr. Singh how Fireside’s journey of
investing has evolved. How have the three funds
differed from each other? Were there any
differences in the investing strategies?

‘Exitable’ factor

In the first fund, he adds, the investment would
be multi-stages. “We would write the first cheque
of $1 million very early and then, once the
company was a little more established, pump in,
say, $3 million. We thought this way we could
work with the companies throughout, helping
shape their foundation and growth.”

The hypothesis, he elaborates, was you could
build a good business so that it becomes
“exitable” either to large private equity players
wanting to take it to the next level or to strategic
acquirers. “That was the scope of our thinking,”
says Mr. Singh.

Fireside’s investing model was to come in with
a 10% stake, and increase ownership gradually to
20% over time. But, Mr. Singh explains, they
found increasing ownership bit by bit was not
that easy, as often the portfolio companies would
have got investment from elsewhere too, or the
valuation would have gone up.

Which is why, for its second fund, the venture
capital firm raised $120 million. Now, instead of
10% at the start, they could come in at 20%.
There were other differences too. Instead of
focusing purely on fast-moving consumer goods,
Fireside expanded the scope to other categories
— home, lifestyle, and fashion, among others.
And since this fund happened during the early
days of COVID, healthcare naturally also became
a focus area. Thus investments happened in
Fittrfly, Gynoveda and Wellbeing Nutrition.

(The writer is with The Hindu businessline)

The response is in the affirmative. There have
been significant changes — in ticket size, the type
of companies that were funded, the scope of
investment, the size of the team (there are five
partners now), and so on. When they started, the
modest ambition was to scale start-ups to I100
crore, but today that target has been upped to
1,000 crore.

But the most important evolution, says Mr.
Singh, is that Fireside is now fully focused on
being a responsible investor, educating the
portfolio companies on ‘environmental, social,
and governance’ or ESG factors, sustainability
and diversity. “We can’t solve the world’s
problems, but we are trying very hard,” he says.

But let’s rewind to fund one.

“In 2015, my intuition was that there was an
opportunity to build great new-age brands in
India for the young millennial generation, using

‘Responsible’ venture capital
e TR Hitea

It’'s been 10 years since Fireside Ventures was set
up by Kanwaljit Singh, who had earlier cut his teeth
in consumer marketing at HUL and Intel before
plunging into investing with Carlye Group and
Helion Venture Partners.

PIIRATSS d°d @1 RITYAT T 10 79 81 g &, o
Padeild Rig A WTia foar 41, forgia uge HUL 3R
ged W Iuiaar fauoH ¥ srgya urd farar ok fbw
dgtla the primary medum. S0 nundone, - TCIEE YO AR e FaR T & Wy e

digital-first brands that targeted urban millennial a'Tqu ¥ Tl
consumers,” he says.
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e The [rst fund of Fireside Ventures was $50 million, and the portfolio companies
included boAt, MamaEarth, and Vahdam among others.
BIORATSS d°Y &1 Ugdl s 50 FAferaT sTer o1 U1, 3R Uidwiferal ufal
boAt, MamaEarth 3fR Vahdam fgd 3= 2nfid 3|

e The second fund was $118 million, with investments in 12 companies; the third
fund was $250 million, with investments in 25 companies.
QIR WS 118 FAfera sTer &1 w1, fo o 12 drufaat o fawr fasan mar; diemt ths 250
faferam star &1 U1, o 25 ufray o o= gem

e Three funds and several successful exits later, you ask Mr. Singh how Fireside’s
journey of investing has evolved. How have the three funds dillered from each
other? Were there any dillerences in the investing strategies?
T e 3R T3 Tha e & a1e, 3 4t Rig I ysd € f wrwarss &1 Ao
T HY fIHRId g5 | diFl e Ush-gar ¥ & S(elT &2 1 fa=T UM & $13 3R
Y1?

e The response is in the allrmative. There have been signilicant changes — in ticket
size, the type of companies that were funded, the scope of investment, the size of the
team (there are [ Ive partners now), and so on.

S AHRIAD ¢ | Agaqul 95amd U & — fede arse, oM Hufal & ke fasar T
ID! Upfa, A &1 SR, A F1 3MHR (316 U TSR §), 3R 4 avE |

¢ When they started, the modest ambition was to scale start-ups to ¥100 crore, but
today that target has been upped to ¥1,000 crore.
q 381 YT Bt o AN HETh &l WCIe-36 B 100 HRIS UL b GG Pt
off, AfPp TS 98 Te 1,000 HRIS YA I dgl foar T 7|

o But the most important evolution, says Mr. Singh, is that Fireside is now fully
focused on being a responsible investor, educating the portfolio companies on
‘environmental, social, and governance’ (ESG) factors, sustainability and
dlverSIty
Ao Gad Aeaqu fadr, 4t Rig Fgd &, I8 8 % 3/d wrRarss T @ie 9 16
RrfieR FRwe 571 ) HRd 2, GewPIRE Hufdl 7 gatavita, G o
U ®’ (ESG) HRSI, HXAfaferdt aﬁ?m&iﬁ%a&ﬁ@fwmw%l

e “We can’t solve the world’s problems, but we are trying very hard,” he says.

m%ﬁmaﬁweﬁwwmﬁawm,émsna@mm@%ﬁ
|

e But let’s rewind to fund one.
Qfe TfTT U8 e WR died g

e “In 2015, my intuition was that there was an opportunity to build great new-age
brands in India for the young millennial generation, using digital as the primary
medium. So, in fund one, the investment strategy was focused on digital-Trst
brands that targeted urban millennial consumers,” he says.

“2015 ¥, T} 3@ it s URa o gar g didt & forg wMeR U gn & st s M
D1 AR T, forqH fSforea &1 urufiies #1es & U H SXdHTd fobar S| 39feiy, Uga
e B, Faw U ReRew-wed siga ) Hid ot o wredt Rrafrae susiiadrsi
o aferd Bt ot 3 FEd B

o ‘Exitable’ factor
qfRTeae haex

e Inthe Orst fund, he adds, the investment would be multi-stages. “We would write the
Irst cheque of $1 million very early and then, once the company was a little more
established, pump in, say, $3 million. We thought this way we could work with the
companles throughout helping shape their foundation and growth.”

Ugd s H, d oiied &, Fax Uedl-ew §id1| “gH 9gd Sie! Ugal 9% 1 fAferas sfer
1 A 31K R, w1 bt Uit aiftrep wiifird &) ST, ) o= chforg 3 Fifra et
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3R T | 85 T S ARE 89 HUMI & I R THT HIH HR Jdhd &, SAD! 19 3R
fIHT BT PR 37 § e IR AHd g I”

The hypothesis, he elaborates, was you could build a good business so that it
becomes “exitable” either to large private equity players wanting to take it to the
next level or to strategic acquirers. “That was the scope of our thinking,” says Mr.
Singh.

aﬁww?ra?n?r% IREGeT I8 2 fb 3119 U 31T TG &1 Wbl © il T8
“TfRAeaa 59 T, Tl 9 WTgde gfthd] @ad & foIu off 9 AT TR TR o Sl
5 & O1 R SHPTaR Il A gH e b1 Ry o, o Rig ped ¥
Fireside’s investing model was to come in with a 10% stake, and increase
ownership gradually to 20% over time. But, Mr. Singh explains, they found increasing
ownership bit by bit was not that easy, as often the portfolio companies would have
got investment from elsewhere too, or the valuation would have gone up.
BIIRAETSS &1 Raw Aisd g U fh 10% RFIERY dax yawr fHar s, iR ¥Hg &
Y 3 eR-¢fR 20% d% I Se | AfeH, o Rig 9d 8, I uran i feier fik-
iR TG 3T T Tl U, Fifh R TIChIfer Sl &l Het iR I +f fawr
TOCT STl T, A1 IADT Geich=1 &g STl |

Which is why, for its second fund, the venture capital (Irm raised $120 million. Now,
instead of 10% at the start, they could come in at 20%.

ST I8 9, S G¥R s & oY, daRk wfiicd HH = 120 ffera=T sTar Jem| 31,
LB T 10% o ToI, d 20% TR 3T Jobd |

There were other dillerences too. Instead of focusing purely on fast-moving
consumer goods, Fireside expanded the scope to other categories — home,
lifestyle, and fashion, among others.

37 SR 2 A1 FIe BRE-GIHT HogAR T W & Hid F F 59,

PRIRETSS 3 TRRT 37 A0 — W, aTSweTsd iR B o1f 7% Sem|

And since this fund happened during the early days of COVID, healthcare naturally
also became a focus area. Thus investments happened in FittrLly, Gynoveda and
Wellbeing Nutrition.

3R s T8 e Pifds & YIS oAl T 3T, IRIBUR WIHIAH U J Th % g
1ft 9 77| 39 UHR 9 Fittr¥y, Gynoveda 3R Wellbeing Nutrition ¥ g3
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Actor Sebastian Solorza says his candi
ground between political extremes. Ap

Solorza, actor with
Down syndrome,
eyes Chile’s top job

-— {

dacy offers a middle

AN
Associated Press
CHILE

Sebastian Solorza is already a familiar face to ma-
ny Chileans, having starred in a popular Netflix se-
ries and won national acting awards. Now, the 43-
year-old actor with Down syndrome wants to en-
ter the race for President in Chile’s national
election this year.

Mr. Solorza is racing against the clock to gather
35,000 signatures by August 18, a requirement for
him to run as an independent candidate. He posi-
tions himself as a “point of balance” between the
far right and the far left — a fierce ideological bat-
tle that dominates Chile’s political scene.

“I listen with my heart,” Mr. Solorza said, ad-
ding that his condition allows him to offer a softer
communication style.

Chile will choose its new president on Novem-
ber 16, with the campaign so far defined by the
mutual attacks between the two main contes-
tants: the far-right José Antonio Kast, who lost to
current leftist President Gabriel Boric in 2021, and
Jeannette Jara, the ruling coalition’s communist
nominee.

Mr. Solorza argues that his candidacy offers a
middle ground between political extremes, while
working toward a “more inclusive country.”

The actor hopes that this will give greater visi-
bility to people with Down syndrome and other
disabilities. While it’s unlikely he will secure the
necessary support to run for President — he has
collected a little over 600 of the 35,000 signatures
required — he sees his political foray as a success.

Despite social media criticism that he lacks pre-
paredness and political experience to run for of-
fice, he insists he will not be deterred. “I know my
candidacy would be uncomfortable for many,” he
said. “But I am here to support minorities.”

Solorza, actor with Down
syndrome, eyes Chile’s top job

Arerett, 313 RigH | IRd
fHar, el &t Jaiw uedl
TR

Sebastian Solorza is already a familiar face to
many Chileans, having starred in a popular
Netflix series and won national acting awards.
Now, the 43-year-old actor with Down
syndrome wants to enter the race for
President in Chile’s national election this year.

Qa1Red Hidiiel ugel | 81 &3 fAeitareal &
Feftran ¥Re # siftmr fvan ok i
T REPR Siid | 3(d, T8 43 T 8139
Righ & 7w sifiAar 39 af freft & e gma
# pufa ot < & wnfire g 9rga &

. Mr. Solorza is racing against the clock to gather
35,000 signatures by August 18, a requirement for
him to run as an independent candidate. He
positions himself as a “point of balance” between the
far right and the far left — a fierce ideological battle
that dominates Chile’s political scene.

off TSI 18 SR AP 35,000 FXATER SHGT B B
U w7 & AT SIS 3@ &, o Uo aad SWIgdR &
w0 H g9 T8 & AU 1awas 81 d Je b rdd
Sf&uTay SR 3id aruY & Si9 Ud e fdg’ &
Y B TR I § — TS dig Jae dsTs off freft &
Ierifae afiesa )R gt 1

. “I listen with my heart,” Mr. Solorza said, adding
that his condition allows him to offer a softer
communication style.

B 30 o § g1 §,” o At A w81, I8 Sied g
b S9! FRUfT 3= T RH TaTe el U B &

3fgAfa T B

. Chile will choose its new president on
November 16, with the campaign so far defined by
the mutual attacks between the two main contestants:
the far-right José Antonio Kast, who lost to current
leftist President Gabriel Boric in 2021, and Jeannette
Jara, the ruling coalition’s communist nominee.
feret sroeT 16 SR B! I, 3F D

ST & g SHHIGdRT & offd IRER gHell 9
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GRHIRT gaf & Srcid gférorddt S Geifrat se, il 2021 H IarE arudt gafa
Tifsraa i@ ¥ R M 2, 3R WMeE 9RT, TG 36U &1 FRI-Re SHaR|

Mr. Solorza argues that his candidacy offers a middle ground between political
extremes, while working toward a “more inclusive country.”

oft FreArstl 1 dob g b ITh! IENGAR! eI TR Tareii & §ig Th 7ed A1t
UaH Bl 8, TP T “3Afid JHAN T2 o1 fexn & & Bt gl

The actor hopes that this will give greater visibility to people with Down syndrome
and other disabilities. While it’s unlikely he will secure the necessary support to run
for President — he has collected a little over 600 of the 35,000 signatures
required — he sees his political foray as a success.

STV BT TR B S 39 S8 Rigiw iR o faswaiarst ard ann &1 $ifie
zegar ficht | afes g Suta 8t § o 3 wgufar ue & far siravaes awi urd &
I — IBi- MTIH 35,000 TETERT A A UTST 3IfUP 600 & U fpug —
3Ot ISP Ugd ! U Jhddl Hd & |

Despite social media criticism that he lacks preparedness and political experience to
run for office, he insists he will not be deterred. “| know my candidacy would be
uncomfortable for many,” he said. “But | am here to support minorities.”

TIRre HifSaT SralieqT & Savlg fob 3 U g1d A8 & ol IR SR e
3fYd P HH B, 3 WR d § o 3 gdlcanied el 8| S el ‘g uar & i a8

Irileart B i b 1Y srgfauTere gnfl e H Tt SfetriReel 1 qH B
SRE "
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